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The next meeting of 
The Ashmore Rotary Club at the 

 Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 
will be on  

Wednesday, the 15th of  March 2023 

DUTY TEAM: RED 
Please be sure to advise Robyn Schatz if you will be   

attending AND if you will require a meal. 

Contact information is:- 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Event Calendar  
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR 
DIARY OF THE DATES OF            UP-COMING 
EVENTS LISTED  BELOW: 

Friday to Sunday 10thto12thMarch 

District 9640  Conference -Yamba 

Wednesday 5th April 

Duty Team: GREEN 
Report on the Yamba Conference 

Wednesday 29th March 6:00 p.m. 

Vocational Visit VMR Southport 

Wednesday19th April 

Duty Team: GOLD 
Speaker: To be advised 

Sat. to Wed. 27th to 31st May 

Rotary International Convention 

Melbourne 

Sunday, 28th May 

“Gypsy” at The Spotlight Theatre 

Matinee: 2:00 p.m. 

Ashmore Rotary now using “ClubRunner” 

 

 
 It has become increasingly apparent in recent years that the internet is a critical 
communications system throughout society. Social media is now an essential tool 
for disseminating information and for Rotary Clubs wishing to attract new     
members it is no longer enough to simply to demonstrate by our service actions 
and financial assistance, the benefits of the club to the community. 

After considerable investigation and discussion, the Rotary Club of Ashmore has 
joined ClubRunner, an official Rotary International Licensee “that services       
thousands of clubs and districts across the globe with one goal in mind - to make 
technology work for anyone anywhere”. 

Members can now access our website using www.ashmorerotary.org.You will see 
that we are in the early stages of developing the site and it will not be too long     
before you will see the site as an interesting and informative “document”. When that 
happens it will be our job to inform the community through our existing             
communications systems such as Facebook and Twitter that it is possible to find out 
anything and everything about our club on the ClubRunner site. 

Imagine the positive publicity we could have received if we had had such a facility 
back in January 2012 when, through the 
drive of PP Pat Fleming, the club      
sponsored the financing of the            
construction of a school in Siem Reap, 
Cambodia. What started as a modest, 5-
roomed school project, finished as a two-
storey, 16-roomed school, a training    
restaurant, a tourist agency, a medical 
centre and an outreach centre. The    
Government of Cambodia presented 
awards to our club, Pat and an expat lady 
who was also as driving force in raising 
funds. Through the dedication of the   
villagers, this project has grown further 
in recent years.          Plaque on the wall of the School. Siem Reap, Cambodia      

                  CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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Front Page Leader CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Whilst President Bradley Francis still has his hands full with club management, he has taken on the responsibility of          

developing and maintaining the new site. Thus, if you wish to contribute to the development of, or have an article that you 

believe will be of interest to the  community through  publication  on the website, www.ashmorerotary.org, please  contact 

Brad. 

Report of the meeting held on Wednesday, 1st March 2023  

The meeting was attended by 14 members. Dinner was served promptly at 6:30 pm, comprising of roast chicken 
and vegetables followed by a choice from a variety of ice cream flavours. 
After some encouragement from  PP  Denise, the meeting  was opened  by President   Brad  Francis  who  reported  
on  the  progress  with  the  social Media project (see Leader article on Page1) together with a demonstration of how 
the website operates. 
Other  presentations  from Directors were: 

Brian McAllan: Bunnings Sausage Sizzle arrangements for Sunday, March 5th are settled. 

Denise Payne: Easter Raffle roster at Ashmore City has been distributed. Little response has been received. The 
roster sheet will be distributed at this meeting.  
Rob Deshon: Attended a meeting of the Brisbane Rotary Club arranged to raise funds for a club project. The 
Speaker gave a presentation on visiting and climbing Mount Everest. The fund target was not met. 
Representatives from the Nerang High School, the scheduled speakers for the evening were unable to attend     
therefore new member, Debra Daly was asked to give a presentation “Member behind the Badge”.  

From the Editor’s Desk 
This week’s major features are for upcoming events. Perhaps the most important with respect to local Rotary   
matters is the upcoming District conference at Yamba, New South Wales. Those attending will hear what the        
Governor for this current year has achieved and what is promised by the Governor-Elect for 2023-24. 
Sadly, one project very close to our heart in recent years was “canned” at the beginning of the present Governor’s 
term as a result of a perceived continuation of Coronavirus and an inability of the medical and government        
authorities to control the outbreak. I will be interested to hear at our next club meeting, what has been achieved in 
the 2022/23 year. 

Two more events to look forward to are the vocational meeting at the premises of the Southport Volunteer Marine 
Rescue on the 29th of March (see Page 3) and an afternoon matinee performance of Gypsy at the Spotlight Theatre 
in Ashmore Road, Benowa (see above).  

For the newer members of the club, I suggest you make an effort to visit VMR at The Spit at the end of the month. 
It will not only be interesting to see when and how these dedicated volunteers help to protect the mostly “leisure” 
marine community, the location enables us to enjoy a peaceful outlook across the Broadwater. Us older members 
rarely refuse the opportunity to visit the VMR facility and relax in an environment not available to the general 
public. 

The feature, “What I was doing when I was 18” lives on for another issue. On Page 3 there is a third contribution, 
this from Past President, Denise Payne, who, with husband, Ken seems to have had an exciting life for far more 
than just the year that she was 18. For those of you who have thought about contributing to this feature, don’t be 
put of by the quality efforts of our previous contributors. Interesting doesn’t have to be exciting. When I run out of   
contributors you will see my effort which might be quite interesting but certainly not exciting. 

I have been wondering …….. What happened to our “collection” projects? I know that P.E. Brian and a few others  
collect cans and bottles for credit to the club; and we know that has been a very handy source of revenue in recent 
years but are we still collecting stamps, Spectacles. tea bag tags, aluminium ring pulls or bread tags? 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3   

Club Theatre Visit 

Our Social Convenor, Joan Adams has arranged for members and friends to 
attend a matinee performance of Gypsy at the Gold Coast Spotlight Theatre 
Sunday, the 28th of May 2023. If you are not attending the Rotary           
International Conference in Melbourne, this is an ideal opportunity to see a 
Broadway and London West End hit, roughly based on a memoir by      
striptease artist, Gypsy Rose Lee. With the story by Arthur Laurents, music 
by Julie Styne and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim this show was considered by 
many of the “experts to be the “last Great Musical  Comedy”.  

Joan intends to book 20 seats for the Club tomorrow  (6th March) which is 
the first day for general public bookings, so get your request to Joan ASAP 
on 0401 255 883 or joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 

Joan has had many enquiries regarding this show and expects to have no 
difficulty selling the 20 tickets she intends to purchase. So if you are        
interested in seeing this popular show that has had several revivals in the 
London West End and on Broadway, please contact Joan as soon as        
possible.  
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Form the Editor’s Desk CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2 

I saw a programme on the ABC recently - I think it was Back Roads or Countrywide where a couple in South 
Australia had set up a small workshop at their home, to manufacture plastic picnic and table ware from bread tags. 
They were receiving deliveries of thousands of tags and converting them into useful and attractive items. The 
business was booming. 
Finally, I bring to your attention, our Easter Raffle. We are in need of two commodities - Raffle Ticket sellers and 
easter eggs. The former: would you please study the roster below and advise Denise of your chosen slot. The    
latter: can be delivered to David Grant at the Ashmore Rotary Community Centre, Men’s Shed, Monday to Friday, 
before 11:30 a.m. or brought along to the meeting of the Rotary Club on Wednesday, the 15th March. 
MICHAEL HYLAND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What was I doing when I was Eighteen Years Old? 

We lived in Surrey Hills in Melbourne (with my mother and brother) and I was working in the city, catching the train to and from      
Flinders Street station every day.  A half hour train ride – which was OK when it wasn’t freezing cold or too hot. 

I was working for Sir Rupert Clarke as his Junior Secretary and also Social Secretary for Lady Clarke.  She was a very lovely older lady 
who thought I was “so sweet!!”.  Lady Clarke’s father had owned the Richmond Brewery which they had sold to Carlton some years 
before, but loved reminiscing about spending time in the Brewery as a child.  Sir Rupert was the Consul for Monaco and a breeder of 
Santa Gertrudis Cattle and Quarter Horses.  He was also a Director of King Ranch, which in those days was one of the largest cattle 
stations in Queensland.  I learnt how to maintain stud books for the bulls and horses. 

He also owned a resort called Tatra Inn and we got to spend weekends there for free whenever the place wasn’t full – this was heaps of 
fun though I soon discovered that I was much better at tobogganing than skiing.  This was the time when it was fashionable to have   
fondues and these were always popular with the guests at the Inn.  I also met some very interesting characters on those weekends. 

Sir Rupert also had a property called Bolinda Vale out near Romsey and when he was overseas (which was a lot) we would sometimes be 
called out there to discuss issues with the managers.  It was great being able to get out of the office and visit this wonderful old property 
that had been maintained so well. 

I worked for them for over 18 months then went to Perth by train when I turned 20 and spent 6 months enjoying that wonderful city and 
also learning about the stock exchange.  It was a very interesting time and Alan Bond was revered as the man who was leading the min-
ing boom at the time – but that is another story!! 

Denise Payne 

21/2/23 

 
 

 ASHMORE ROTARY CLUB  

 EASTER EGG  RAFFLE ROSTER  

 Ashmore City Shopping Centre  

DAY  DATE MORNING AFTERNOON 

    8.30 am - 12.30 12.30 pm -4 PM 

MONDAY 20-Mar Michael & Janet Hyland  Heather Yarker 

TUESDAY 21-Mar Rob Deshon Greg Clogan 

WEDNESDAY 22-Mar   Heather Yarker 

THURSDAY 23-Mar Nina Simpson   

FRIDAY 24-Mar   Heather Yarker, Ken Cowan 

MONDAY 27-Mar   Michael & Janet Hyland  

TUESDAY 28-Mar Rob Deshon Greg Clogan 

WEDNESDAY 29-Mar     

THURSDAY 30-Mar Nina Simpson   

FRIDAY 31-Mar   Ken Cowan 

MONDAY 03-Apr   Deb Daly 

TUESDAY 04-Apr Denise Payne, Rob Dashon Greg Clogan 

WEDNESDAY 05-Apr Denise Payne Michael & Janet Hyland  

THURSDAY 06-Apr Denise Payne, Nina Simpson Not needed 

    

Please send your preference to denise@studymatch.com.au  
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For newer members of the club, if you attend a meeting of multiple Rotary clubs, particularly if it is attended by 

our American cousins, you may be baffled by the conversation. The Table below may help with the translation.  

ROTARY ACRONYMS 

ACRONYM TRANSLATION   ACRONYM TRANSLATION 

Aus Aid/AIDAB Formally; Australian Interna-
tional Development Assistance 
Bureau 

  PP Past President 

ARHRF Australian Rotary Health 
Research Fund 

  PROBUS Professional & Business Club 
(retired) 

AVAC Australian Vocational Advi-
sory Committee 

  RAOAF Royal Australian Overseas 
Aid Fund 

DG District Governor   RAWCS Rotary Australia World 
Community Service 

DGN District Governor Nominee   RBL Rotary Basic Library 

DGE District Governor Elect   RCC Rotary Community Corps 

DGGR District Governor’s Group 
Representative 

  RDU Rotary Down Under    
(Rotary Australia Magazine) 

DIN Donations-in-Kind Infor-
mation Network 

  RFE Rotary Friendship Exchange 

DRR District Rotoract Representa-
tive 

  RI Rotary International 

FAIM First Avenue (of Service) in 
Motion (Now RAWCS) 

  RIBI Rotary International in Great 
Britain & Republic of Ireland 

GSE Group Study Exchange   RITS Rotary International Travel 
Service 

3H Health Hunger & Humanity   ROAR Rotary Organisation of Ama-
teur Radio 

IFFR International Fellowship of 
Flying Rotarians 

  ROTA Rotary Overseas Travel Fund 

IFYR International Fellowship of 
Yachting Rotarians 

  ROTEX Organisation of Ex-Rotary 
Exchange Students 

IPAC International Projects Advi-
sory Committee 

  RRVF Rotary Recreational & Voca-
tional Fellowship 

IPF Indicative Planning Figure   Rtn Rotarian 

MOP Manual Of Procedure   RV Rotary Volunteer 

MSE Matched Student Exchange   RVC Rotary Village Corps 

MUNA Model United States Assem-
bly 

  RYE Rotary Youth Exchange 

NCC National Coordinating Com-
mittee 

  RYLA Rotary Youth Leadership 
Award 

NYSF National Youth Science Fo-
rum 

  RYPEN Rotary Youth Programme of 
Enrichment 

OD Official Directory of rotary 
international 

  RYSAP Rotary Youth Self-
Achievement Programme 

PACE Pacific Australian Cultural 
Exchange 

  SWSL Save Water Save Lives 

PDG Past District Governor   TRF The Rotary Foundation 

PETS Presidents-Elect Training 
Seminar 

  TR The Rotarian 

PHF Paul Harris Fellow   WCS World Community Service 

PHSM Paul Harris Sustaining Mem-
ber 

  YEP Youth Exchange Programme 

POLIOPLUS The programme of the Rotary Foundation to immunise the children of the world against 
poliomyelitis, whooping cough, red measles, tetanus, Diphtheria & Tuberculosis. 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in need of help, please contact 

Joan Adams on:   Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 
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Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport – Surfers Paradise ( VMR Southport ) was originally formed as Southport – Surfers 
Paradise Air Sea Rescue over 52 years ago. 
The initial aim of this enthusiastic group was to assist boat owners and fishermen in crossing the notorious Southport 
Bar. 
Based on the Southport Spit, overlooking the Southport Broadwater, and with the Gold Coast Seaway just around the  
corner, VMR Southport’s Base is conveniently located to allow a rapid response to any emergency in the marine            
environment. 
The safety of life, and the preservation of property at sea are the main goals of this highly trained volunteer community 
service Organisation. 
With modern 21st century skills, facilities, and state of the art equipment, VMR Southport is proud to be a leader in 
providing exceptional marine rescue services. 
In 2020 VMR Southport performed more than 860 marine rescue activations, and over 500 training runs, with 135         
volunteer members contributing in excess of 75,000 unpaid man hours. 

VMR Southport operates 4 modern, fully equipped, specialised Rescue vessels, operated by highly trained crew. 
 The above commentary was extracted from the Volunteer Marine Rescue Southport Website 

The organisation obtains no Federal or State Financial Support 
The operation is funded by members, sponsors, Fund-raising  activities and Service organisations. 

The Ashmore Rotary Club is a long-standing sponsor of VMR Southport 
 

Please join us on the 29th of March to help continue our support for this worthy organisation 


