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The next meeting of 
The Ashmore Rotary Club at the 

 Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 
Will be on  

Wednesday, the 1st of  March 2023 

DUTY TEAM: GOLD 
Please be sure to advise Robyn Schatz if you will be   

attending AND if you will require a meal. 

Contact information is:- 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Tel: 0439 794 092 

Event Calendar  
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN 
YOUR DIARY OF THE DATES OF            
UP-COMING EVENTS LISTED  BELOW: 

Wednesday, 1st March 

Duty Team: Gold 
Speaker: To be Advised 
Sunday, 5th March 
Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 

Friday to Sunday 10thto12thMarch 

District 9640  Conference -Yamba 
Wednesday15th March 
Duty Team: Red 
Report on the Yamba Conference 
Sat. to Wed. 27th to 31st May 

Rotary International Convention 

Melbourne 

Sunday, 28th May 

“Gypsy” at The Spotlight Theatre 

Matinee: 2:00 p.m. 

Rotary as a Leading Advocate of Peace 

 

 
 Throughout history there has been conflict between nations. It once was the result of 

ambitious royal or political leaders desire to spread their own country’s culture into newly 

discovered lands. 

Typical examples are the Moors across southern Europe, The Romans across most of     

Europe, the Portuguese and Spanish across south America, the Slavs across Eastern Europe, 

the Aryans across northern Europe and ultimately the English, Dutch and French across just 

about everywhere else. Suffice to say, it was about national expansion. 

From the latter part of the 20th Century,  the conflict has been more about, ideological,   

cultural, racial and/or religious domination. All bolstered and disseminated in these days of 

technological methods by the extremists. How is Rotary helping to tackle this universal 

problem? Quoting from the organisation’s website: 

Today, over 70 million people are displaced as a result of conflict, 
violence, persecution, and human rights violations. Half of them are 

children. 

“As a humanitarian organization, peace is a cornerstone of our mission.”  

Rotary’s Four Roles in Promoting Peace are: 

• Practitioners: Our work fighting disease, providing clean water and sanitation,     
improving the health of mothers and children, supporting education, and growing 
local economies directly builds the optimal conditions for peaceful societies. 

• Educators: Our Rotary Peace Centres have trained over 1,300 peace fellows to     
become effective catalysts for peace through careers in government, education, and 
international organizations.  

• Mediators: Our members have negotiated humanitarian ceasefires in areas of      
conflict to allow polio vaccinators to reach children who are at risk.  

• Advocates: Our members have an integral role as respected, impartial participants 
during peace processes and in post-conflict reconstruction. We focus on creating 
communities and convening groups that are connected, inclusive, and resilient. 
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No Report of the meeting held on Wednesday, 15th February 2023 was received. 

From the Editor’s Desk 
I again encourage Team Leaders to allocate one of their team to taking notes at the formal meetings of the club. There are many valid 
reasons why members may not be at a meeting (I have been 1,000 km away from the Gold Coast for the past four weeks) but who are 
still interested in what takes place at the meeting, especially when a guest speaker has been invited. 

In this issue, I have continued with the Rotary theme for February - Peace Building and Conflict Prevention. Given the   turmoil of   
military and civilian strike action throughout the world at present, it would perhaps be prudent  for us to have it as an annual, not just a 
month’s theme - perhaps the French should realise how fortunate they are to be able to retire at the age of 62. 

I bring again to your attention that the Rotary Club of Brisbane has organised a gala dinner to celebrate 100 years since the granting of 
their Charter. One of our members has expressed interest in attending and if you wish to join him, please contact Ken Cowan who, I am 
sure, would welcome your company at the event. 

During one of my frequent visits to Bunnings North Mackay, the local Men’s Shed were on duty. I have to say that their  sausages are 
somewhat superior to those that we dish up; but they do have a close contact with a local butcher who makes his own. They are         
obviously popular as the “boys” were doing a roaring trade. I will be interested to see how well we do at our March “stint” at Southport 
on the 5th of March …. I must remember not to leave writing that issue of the AiA until the last minute as I am on the last shift that day. 

Following below, is the second of our feature articles “ What were you doing when you were eighteen?".  This contribution is from  
another of our honorary members, Joan O’Keefe; which you will find equally as interesting as that of Neil McPherson, printed in the 
previous issue. I do have a third presentation for our next issue - from me. I could be modest and say it will not match the previous two 
but I am never modest. Are there any more memories out there from members? I found that my decade from 15 to 25, the most exciting 
of my life. Those were the years when I was fearless and considered myself  (almost) immortal. Surely England, in the second half of the 
20th century wasn’t a more exciting country than the same period in Australia. 

We are still in need of contributions for our Easter raffle. Please contact Denise for delivery arrangements. 

Joan Adams (see below) is enjoying herself visiting ports around the New Zealand coastline. We hope the weather is kind to her. Talking 
of kind, Joan won a prize in a raffle organised by Beaurepaires. She has donated her winnings, a bicycle, cap and t-shirt to the club as a 
prize in our 2023 Christmas Raffle. MICHAEL HYLAND 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

           
 

“JOAN ’KEEFE” What were you doing when you were Eighteen? 

 I am one of 10 children. My Father served in New Guinea and became very sick with Malaria & other diseases. He walked back to Port Moresby, via a 
route that was considered much harder than the Owen Stanley track. 

Dad kept a diary on cigarette papers & my Mother typed it up when he got back to Australia. Rock has since copied it out and had a hard covered book 
produced of it. Dad was a photographer & had tiny proof photos, which are in the book. We donated a copy to the Australian War Memorial. If you 
wanted to read it you are welcome to. 

Dad was hiding in the jungle on an isthmus, Salamoa and was a spotter, informing Port Moresby that the Japanese bombers were heading their way. 
This was a time  that stopped the Japanese invading Australia  & before the Americans arrived for the Battle of the Coral Sea. He was the observer of 
the first operation by the Australian Army in New Guinea. 

Dad worked with the NG Volunteer Riflemen Association & they were bombed out, destroying their digs. 

When I was 12 Dad started to become sick and he died 2 years later, at Greenslopes Hospital,  Brisbane, the only Military Hospital he could be treated 
at. As I was one of the older children,  I would be pulled out of school to go home & look after my siblings, when Mum would be called to go to       
Brisbane. We lived in Casino Northern NSW.  

When Dad died, the 10 of us were dependent,  ranging in age from 17 years to 10 months old.  

During this period, Dad was not able to fully work his own business as a Hide & Skin Merchant, the family lived on his saving for this time and the Gov't 
help was next to none. We were the poor kids on the hill & it was suggested we  be sent to Cowper Orphanage near Grafton. 

My Mother said "Over my dead body". Mum was 42 at the time and she lived 51 years as a War Widow and died at 93 years - 8 years ago. 

It was never considered for me to complete my education.  

So I was working and being the "Right hand" helper for my Mother. I had met Rock as a 16 year old, when I asked him to be my         
Debutante   Partner. This was the start of a beautiful relationship, & we have just had our 54th Wedding Anniversary. 

During the year I was 18, we had bought a corner block of land and had built our first home before our marriage. 

We  were married 9 days before my 19th Birthday.  

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in need of help, please contact 

Joan Adams on:   Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 


