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The next meeting of 
The Ashmore Rotary Club at the 

 Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 
Will be on  

Wednesday, the 18th of  January 2023 

DUTY TEAM: GREEN 
Please be sure to advise Robyn Schatz if you will be   

attending AND if you will require a meal. 

Contact information is:- 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Tel: 0439 794 092 

Event Calendar  
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN 
YOUR DIARY OF THE DATES OF            
UP-COMING EVENTS LISTED  BELOW: 

Wednesday, 18th January 

First formal meeting of 2023  

Speaker: Chris Oxenford 
Australasian Order of Old Bastards 

Wednesday, 1st February 

To be Advised 

Wednesday, 15th February 

To be Advised 

Friday to Sunday 10thto12thMarch 

District 9640  Conference -Yamba 

Sat. to Wed. 27th to 31st June 

Rotary International Convention 
Rod laver Arena, Melbourne and 

Melbourne Convention & Exhibition 
Centre 

Back to Business 

 

The Christmas / New Year break is over. Most of us will have reduced our “nest-eggs” 
by a significant amount and it is time for some of us to return to work or, for the older 
citizens perhaps, tend to our gardens, resume our leisure activities or turn our minds to 
Rotary projects - new and ongoing. 
In the Northern Rivers of 
New South Wales and south-
east Queensland regions; 
there still remains the after-
effects of the heavy rains and 
resultant flooding that     
occurred during 2022. We in 
the Gold Coast area were 
fortunate to miss those tragic 
events but we cannot be 
complacent. 
For years there has been  
evidence of the disastrously 
low flows along the Murray-    
Darling but now it is the 
torrential rains in NSW and 
Queensland and Northern 
Victoria that have resulted  
in hundreds of thousands of 
megalitres of water spilling 
out of the river, devastating 
whole communities (ABOVE 
RIGHT) 

Now northern West Australia 
and the Northern Territory 
(BELOW RIGHT)  are             
experiencing major flooding 
as a result of a large, slow-
moving cyclone, cutting off 
communities, perhaps for 
weeks. All the above will 
need help from Rotary. 



PAGE 2 
 

Report of the Informal meeting held on Wednesday, 11th January 2023. 

Whilst this was not a mandated, formal club meeting, sufficient new information was available for president Bradley Francis to Chair the 
gathering. 

15 members and 2 guests (one hopefully, soon to be a member) attended the meeting. 

President, Brad Francis: welcomed guest and former work associate, Deb Daly and Past President of the Ashmore Rotary Club, Norman 
Coventry, to the meeting. 

• Despite a minor “hiccup” at the beginning of the event, the parking and water station services at the Emerald Lakes Fun Run were a 
financial success. Takings at the Car Park amounted to $880  for the services of just 7 members. 

• The Board has decided to use Club Runner as the data system. It seems that this system will be the easiest to operate and is well-
connected to Rotary Clubs. Some clubs in the District have opted to use internal systems, being newer clubs with more system –
savvy members. 

President elect, Brian McAllan: 

• Is looking for volunteers to serve on the Ashmore Rotary Club 2023-24 Board of Directors. “We are very flexible. Job sharing is very 
much an option”.  

• Given the amount of work required by members towards the end of the year, Bunning Sausage Sizzle offers were rejected. The new 
year has brought two new offers which we will undertake:  

  

 FRIDAY, 3th FEBRUARY AND SUNDAY, 5th MARCH. 

 

 Please advise Brian (blmcallan@gmail.com) ASAP if you are able to help on either of both of these dates. 

• Money is still earned from deposited bottles at the collection centre. If you are able to save bottles displaying the 10 cent refund bar 
code, please bring them to a club meeting. There are some members that will take them to a collection centre, This is a reasonably 
lucrative source with relatively minimal work load. Secretary Ian Wilson will report back on the amount earned from this project since 
inception. 

Robyn Schatz: 

• If you have been to any of the Club’s social functions during the last three years or so, you will be familiar with a young singer by the 
name of Jack Watson. Jack+ has a fine tenor voice but, as we discovered at our recent Christmas function, is a pretty accomplished 
crooner. It was a pleasure to hear his relaxed renditions of some of the old, standard Christmas songs. 

 Jack has been selected by Ashmore Rotary Club to attend RYLA - Rotary Youth Leadership Awards at Camp  Bornhoffen, Nerang 
Murwillumbah Road, Natural Bridge. The event takes place from the 24th to 29th of January 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“RYLA is a personal, professional development seminar program for young people between 19 and 29. The program is    
delivered at a 6 day residential camp. It focuses on enhancing leadership, communication, motivation, teamwork and           
interpersonal skills as well as building self-awareness of mental health and well-being, knowledge of a sense of community 
and a sense of belonging”. 

The meeting closed at 19:25 

From the Editor’s Desk 

I have advised the Board that I will resign as Editor of Ashmore in Action as from the 30th of June 2023. I took over to task 
from  President Norman Coventry in an effort to lighten his load at an extremely stressful time. That was three years ago and 
I felt that it was time for a new, more lively brain to be applied to what is an enjoyable, rewarding and interesting  but    
sometimes demanding task. 

In the last issue of Ashmore in Action, I posed the idea of members telling us “What I did when I was 18”. I received no  
response so have come to one of three conclusions. 1) no one reads the “Editor’s contribution” 2) no one is interested in the 
subject. 3) no one can remember that far back. It was a significantly memorable year  for me so, perhaps mistakenly, I      
assumed that it would have been much the same for my contemporary’s.  Given the time constraints on this issue I have   
decided not to proceed but I may well foist my thoughts on you at a later date. 

Malaria, as we all know, is a major killer throughout the tropical regions of the world and is of particular interest to our club 
as a contributor to the research by the Glycomics Institute at Griffith University. As a one-time sufferer I also have an      
interest in the development of a vaccine and have therefore included in this Issue, Graham Jones’, final message as Chairman 
of the Malaria Vaccine Project. 
MICHAEL HYLAND 



 
 
 

 

 

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE  
 

My final message! After more than six years, I will be stepping down as chair from the Malaria Vaccine 

Project at the end of December. It has been a stimulating and challenging adventure to be part of this     

crucial malaria vaccine development and to be involved in a unique partnership between Rotary and the 

Institute for Glycomics at Griffith University. I have been privileged to be associated with such dedicated 

scientists as Professor Michael Good AO and Dr Danielle Stanisic and to work with such a talented and 

tireless committee. Although the preliminary studies for the field-deployable form of PlasProtecT® will be 

completed by mid-2024, there is much more to do and I am delighted that PDG Sandra Doumany OAM 

has agreed to chair the Malaria Vaccine Project as it enters new fields of endeavour. Sandra has been an 

incredible member of the Project since its inception and she shares the passion and the vision to take this 

important malaria elimination program forward.  

I am also delighted to welcome Ms Anna Bligh as our  National Ambassador. She will give us a new reach 

into the corporate sector. I wish to say a massive THANK YOU to all our Rotary Clubs and Districts in 

Zone 8, RAWCS,RABS and RAM, our many private donors and friends of Rotary, the Federal and 

Queensland governments, foundations and global trusts, the Vice Chancellor’s match and finally individu-

als who have done extraordinary things to support this Project. Your generosity, passion and endurance 

have made it possible to raise over $2 million for  Professor Good’s vaccine and, more importantly, to take 

it within a couple of years of undertaking Phase 2(b) efficacy trials. At that point it will actually begin “to 

save lives in an endemic country” and reduce the intolerable scourge of malaria that costs the lives of 

600,000 people every year, mostly children and   pregnant mothers.  

On a personal note this project has enabled me to meet and share experiences with wonderful humanitarian 

people often living in places I’ve never visited and during times that have been punctuated by a COVID 

pandemic and economic challenges. Thank you for your friendship and your passion for a world free of 

malaria and my warm wishes for the Festive Season. malariavaccineproject.com  

Your Club has sent you a copy of our newsletter. The contents make interesting reading: 

Our History. Chairman’s Message.  Research Update. Under the Microscope Lens.  The Honourable Anna 

Bligh AC joins forces with Griffith University to Fight Malaria.   A multi-faceted malaria vaccine. Annual 

Rotary Club of Surfers Paradise Race Day. Happy Birthday Wishes. Challenge 22. Farewell Graham 

Jones. A Time of Sharing in Canberra Q&A with Graham Jones. A letter from General the Honourable Sir 

Peter Cosgrove AK AC (Mil) CVO MC (Retd) DUniv Inspirational Supporters. 2022 Financial Update. 

Global Malaria Congress  

Graham Jones AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in 
need of help, please contact 

Joan Adams on:   Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 


