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The next meeting of 
The Ashmore Rotary Club at the 

 Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 
Will be on  

Wednesday, the 11th of  January 2023 

DUTY TEAM: GREEN 
Please be sure to advise Robyn Schatz if you will be   

attending AND if you will require a meal. 

Contact information is:- 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Tel: 0439 794 092 

Event Calendar  
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN 
YOUR DIARY OF THE DATES OF            
UP-COMING EVENTS LISTED  BELOW: 

Wednesday, 11th January 2023 

 This will be a social event at the 
Ashmore Rotary Recreation Centre 
to start the New Year. A barbecue 
dinner will be   provided.  
PLEASE ADVISE ROBYN IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING. 

There may be an opportunity to test the Bocce / 
Boule / Petanque Court so bring your throwing 
arm. 

Wednesday, 18th January 

First formal meeting of 2023  

Agenda to be Advised 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

2023 - Happy New Year! 

 

2023 … it started us thinking. There are some nations - I have been to the caves above 
the Dordogne River in central France - where it is claimed a large population lived 
some 50,000 years ago. It has been established by “experts” that, by testing the paint of 
the images on the walls’ of the caves. But, isn’t that the age of the minerals used in the 
paint? If it is proof that humans are of the same age as the minerals, should this not be 
the year, 52,023? 
Perhaps not. Wasn’t it the classical historians 
around the 8th or 9th Century “BC” who  
started asking the questions about who did 
what and when? Their greatest problem for 
those early historians was that  they had      
different ideas about how to calculate hours, 
days and years. 
It was believed that the first calendar was  
established by the Sumerians about 5,000 
years ago but a discovery at a site in Scotland 
some 10 years ago found an image of moon 
phases (right) that dates back to the Mesolithic 
age and predating the Sumerian  calendar by   
nearly 5,000 years. 
From that time on, there were various versions of a calendar dependant on the location of 
a civilisation; including the Persian, Bulgarian, Babylonian, Parthian, Greek, Roman,  
Hebrew and a variety of Indian versions. There is also evidence of an “Australian”       
version, dating back several thousand years, in Victoria. 
It has long been known that the time that it takes for the earth to orbit the sun (a tropical 
Year) is approximately 365 days. It is the “approximately” bit that has been questionable. 
This is because a) it is not exactly 365 days [about plus 5 hours, 48 minutes, 45 seconds] 
and  b) the fraction varies from year to year. 
It was not until, Julius Caesar decided that there should be a logical sequence to the years, 
that a calendar was established in 46 BCE (Before Common Era) throughout the Roman 
Empire; now known as the Julian Calendar. Despite its inaccuracies, the calendar was 
widely used until CE (Common Era) 1542 when Pope Gregory XIII commissioned the 
establishment of a more accurate measure; The Gregorian Calendar; became widely used 
throughout the western world with the exception of Anglican Britain. Despite one glaring 
error, it is the most commonly used calendar today. The error: they forgot that 1 BCE was 
followed by 0 CE not 1 CE. So this year is really 2024!!!  
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Recent Happenings in Pictures 

• President Brad Francis heard that the National Australia Bank had established a 
fund to assist those affected by the recent floods in Northern New South Wales so 
decided to apply.  

 “Just thought you would all like to see what the NAB community grant is doing for 
a lady in West Ballina. Cheree is trying to set up her business again after 1 metre of    
water went through her house at the start of the year. Our $10,000.00 bought her 
this POD to put on her land.” 

 Thank you Brad, for your forethought and effort in applying for this grant. 

• Ian Wilson was our organiser, coordinator and Reporter of the Club’s  Christmas  
Raffle. 

 “The Christmas raffle was finalised on Saturday morning the 17th of December, 
which was a big day for selling tickets. 

 Thank you to all members who were involved in the raffle at Q Super Store and        
Ashmore City. 

 Thank you to members who sold tickets privately  to their friends/acquaintances/
work mates, Probus members, Line dancing club &  Elaine’s Hairdresser,  it all 
contributed to a great result 

 The 4 prize winners were delighted after Brian & Ian delivered their goodies to 
them. 

 The winners were shared between Ashmore City & Q Super Store 
 Thank you particularly to Elaine Williams who used her contacts to receive dona-

tions from businesses all over the Gold Coast. It is our most important club fund-
raiser and Treasurer Pat will give a final result but it will be over $8,000 

PICTURES: from the top, then LEFT to RIGHT  

-   The POD, delivered to Cheree, funded by NAB and arranged by Brad Francis 

- Carol Reinhardt & 
Heather Yarker on  
ticket sales duty. 

-Two of the lucky      
winners. 

- President  Elect, Brian 
McAllan  dipping into 
the barrel searching for 
the winning tickets. 

- Santa Entertainer  

-   Ian Wilson, Heather 
Yarker, Carol          
Reinhardt & Brad 
Francis with the gifts to 
be distributed at the 
Alzheimer’s Assn. 
Christmas Party. 

“The Rotary Club of          
Ashmore has been involved 
with the  Alzheimer's  Association for many years, providing 
some joy around Christmas to Alzheimer's patients and their 
carers. Everyone enjoyed a traditional Christmas lunch with  
Entertainment provided by a special Santa entertainer. 
As they all left to return home they were presented with a 
lovely Christmas basket. 
Carol and Elaine lovingly create these Christmas gifts  every 
year for as long as I can remember. (70 gifts this year). They 
were much appreciated by all who received them. 
The Rotarians who shared in the luncheon were able to   
listen & try to understand the life of a dementia/Alzheimer 
patient. We marvelled at the love and care of the carers who 
devote their lives to their fathers/mothers/husbands/wives 
as they go through a difficult time of their lives. 
All of them recognised the role of the Alzheimer's Associa-
tion who run the “Rosemary House" respite centre. They 
spoke about how special the staff were at the centre. The 
carers were so grateful that they could leave their love ones  
in a safe environment for short period of time  every week, so that can do things we take for granted, like going for a walk,  shopping or 
having coffee with friend's. 
It is a pleasure as a Rotarian to be involved with such a wonderful organisation.” 
Reporter: Ian Wilson                                                   CONTINUED ON Page 3 
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Recent Happenings CONTINUED 

Presents for Children : 
Every year, in the name of the Rotary Club of Ashmore, Elaine Williams arranges with several organizations, to collect Children’s     
Christmas presents to be donated to the less fortunate in the community. 
Probus Club of Ashmore Benowa, St Margaret’s Anglican Church, Benowa Early Learning Centre, Benowa Hills Early Learning Centre, 
Riversdale Early Learning Centre at  Oxenford and Lone Star Line Dancing ( Marie Larson) are all involved and this year over 500  lovely 
wrapped presents were donated.  
Kylie Shipman, who owns the three Early Learning Centres  loves being part of the project as it teachers her preschoolers the  pleasure 
and importance of giving as well as receiving. The photo from my loaded car was taken at her Centre at Oxenford was packed to the 
brim with toys.  
The project started for Elaine when her granddaughters Miah & Lily went to pre school and Lily is now 13 and Miah is 19.  
This year, club members Elaine, Carol, Brad and Ian delivered the Christmas presents to the Salvation Army, Friends with Dignity, Surfers 
Paradise Anglican Crisis Care Centre and Gold Coast Community  Christmas Day Luncheon. All recipients were delighted to receive the 
presents which will go the  needy in our community. 
Elaine’s marketing to all the contributors   is “ Help us  put a smile on a child’s face at Christmas Time” 
 Reporter: IAN WILSON 

Rotary & Probus members with the generous donors of gifts for children who will now have  a Christmas Day that most of us have 
always taken for granted. 

—————————————————————————————- 
From the Editor’s Desk 
I believe that the article on page 2 and above is the epitome of what Rotary is all about. 
It is a major part of what we do. It is one of the most rewarding activities in which I 
have been involved. Not here, not now. My involvement could never have matched that 
of the amazing donors and organisers reported above. Mine - in another time and place - 
was simply buying gifts, paying people to wrap them, dressing myself in a hot Santa 
suit and handing them out from the back of a Pick-up truck. It was a time when the 
Company for which I worked had about forty Staff …...  who had 130 children. To see 
the  unencumbered joy of those children was perhaps the outstanding moments of my 
expatriate career. Frightening, the first time, as I made the mistake of sitting on the open 
tailgate of the Pick-up, underestimating the enthusiasm of the “mob” who couldn’t wait 
to sit with Santa. 
Thank you to all the members of the Ashmore Rotary Club, the Ashmore Benowa    
Probus Club, all of our supporters who contributed time, money, gifts and                

encouragement to make the 2022 Christmas effort one of the most successful of recent years. 
Thanks too to those who helped at the Emerald Lakes Fun Run on New Year’s Eve. I understand that there was some confusion at the 
start of the event when the gates of the car parking area were locked and nobody knew who had the key. A “thank you” must go to the 
man who turned up with a key to open the gate to release his car that had been “imprisoned” for two days. Some smooth talking by club 
members and an (ex)member convinced him to leave the gate open to enable the growing queue of cars to enter the area. Consensus is 
that the Club will do reasonably well from our repeat involvement in the event. A report will follow in a future edition.  

No one in the Club will be surprised when I say the late November / early December resulted in me losing quite a bit sleep to watch “The 
Beautiful Game” broadcast from Qatar. For those of you who’s reaction is “what!” I refer to the Football World Cup, the Jules Rimet 
Trophy. It is a knockout  competition played over a period of two years culminating in a final series played in a location selected by the 
sport’s governing body. To define the phrase above, it is football played by using the “feet” and a “ball” that is a ball. Although final 
figures have yet to be released, initial estimates put the figure of people watching the final between Argentina and France as 1.5 billion.  

One of the teams in the final of the Jules Rimet Trophy included a player who had just passed his 18th birthday. He is not the youngest 
ever. That distinction falls to Brazilian, Edson Arantes do Nascimento. Imagine the pressure on those lads, playing in front of a crowd of 
65,000 and a television audience of 1.5 billion. The commentator asked his audience “what were you doing when you were 18?” Soon 
after I took the position as Editor of this publication, I attempted “reader involvement” by asking for articles on “Why I live where I 
live”. Response was disappointing (0). I’ll try again. What were you doing when you were 18? Is anybody interested in giving us an 
answer to that question? I remember clearly the nineteenth year of my life. I’ll tell you in the next issue of Ashmore in Action.   

MICHAEL HYLAND 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in 
need of help, please contact 

Joan Adams on:   Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Happy Birthdays in January to 

Santina Cowan (4th), David Grant (5th), Joan O’Keefe 

Pat Fleming (15th) and Robyn Schatz (31st) 

 


