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The next meeting of 
The Ashmore Rotary Club at the 

 Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 
on  

Wednesday, the 16th of  November 2022 

DUTY TEAM: GREEN 
Please be sure to advise Robyn Schatz if you will be   

attending AND if you will require a meal. 

Contact information is:- 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Tel: 0439 794 092 

Event Calendar  
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN 
YOUR  DIARY OF THE DATES OF            
UP-COMING EVENTS LISTED  BELOW: 

Wednedsday, 16th November  
All-Rounders Presentations 

DUTY TEAM: GREEN 

Saturday, 26th November 
Parkwood Carols Night 

ALL MEMBERS REQUIRED 

Wednesday, 7th December  

ASHMORE ROTARY CLUB AGM 

DUTY TEAM: GOLD 

Wednesday, 14th December 
ASHMORE ROTARY CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Break for Christmas until : 

Wednesday, 11th January 2023 

 Social Event 

DETAILS TO BE ADVISED 

United Nations Award to Newcastle Uni.  

 

2022 has been designated by the United Nations Organisation (UNO)  as the                

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BASIC SCIENCES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. As a 

commemoration of United Nations Day 2022, the United Nations Australia Association 

has named the University of Newcastle is the recipient of the United Nations Day Honour 

Award  for the highly successful SCIENCE & ENGINEERING CHALLENGE (SEC).  

The Science & Engineering Challenge was initiated by the University of Newcastle in 2000 

as a joint project with Rotary Australia in an effort the encourage Years’ 9 and 10 students 

to consider the STEM (Science, Technology,             

Engineering & Mathematics) subjects for study in years 

11 and 12. That first year, the challenge was confined to 

the Central Coast of NSW but the success  encouraged 

the organisers to take the event to other parts of the 

State. Over the next three years, the challenge spread 

first to Queensland, then Tasmania, South Australia and 

Victoria. In 2005, the winners from each State competed 

in a National final. 

Already, the arrangements for 2023 are well under way 

when there will be 113 Challenge days and 39           

Discovery Days - for Primary School students - held at 

58 venues across the country. 

Thanks to our Club’s engineering guru, Ian Wilson, 

Ashmore R.C. became involved in that first programme 

of events in Queensland and every year since that time, 

with a brief hiatus during the coronavirus, Ian has been 

one of the organisers  of the Gold Coast event. The 

Club’s members join students from Griffith University in 

monitoring and mentoring school participants undertaking multiple scientific exercises.  

SEC representative receiving the award 

at the Gala Dinner held at the NSW 

Parliament House on the 21st of    

October 2022 
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Report of the meeting held on Wednesday, 3rd of November 2022 

14 members gathered at ARCC for a main meal of lasagne and ice-cream dessert.  It was great to see Graham Allchurch back in the fold 
after his trip to England. 

President Bradley Francis chaired the meeting, asking for Director’s Reports. 

Denise Payne :  

• Christmas raffle arrangements.  We now have the use of shop 137 (near the barber’s shop at the Q Centre) to store our raffle 
prizes over-night.  The silver case with the eftpos machine and the cash still need to be left at the Centre Manager’s  office. Denise 
suggested that members consider asking family and friends if they could help with  raffle sales.  She also put in a plug for the 
Black Swan café (opposite Woolworths), which has excellent coffee and will offer a discount to identified Ashmore Rotarians.  

Brian McAllen:  

• Tony Ciriello. Funeral arrangements. Friday, the 4th November at St Brigit’s  Catholic Church, Nerang followed by internment 
and then at the family home for reflection. 

• Parkwood Carols on SATURDAY 26th NOVEMBER, where we will require all hands on-deck.  Greg asked that our sausage    
sizzle be included under RC Parkwood insurance cover. 

• Silver Bridle AGM Report at the Molendinar Community Centre, which he, Harry and Greg attended.  He reported  being        
impressed by the well-organised running of the centre, which helps lots of people in different ways, from supplying food to the 
needy to providing after-school care.  They are now sourcing much of their food from Brisbane, and appreciate our cash            
donations, which help cover their costs.  They also receive help from a church group, but this is not guaranteed on a year by year 
basis. 

Bradley Francis: 

• Meeting Subscriptions. Discussion on our meeting charges, which have risen from $20 to $25 after a recent board decision.  This 
is the first price rise since we started at ARCC some six years ago, but has been questioned by some members.  There is a question 
over whether it is fair for those who do not have a drink to be subsidising those who do.  The discussion was going round and 
round in circles, so Brad eventually asked for a vote from the floor.  The vote was very strongly in favour of continuing the $25 
charge. 

• Club Website Software. Consideration of what platform we should use for our club website. Two options were discussed. 

 “Clubrunner” $370 per annum. A club management software program developed by Canadian Rotarians many years ago, and 
supported by Melody after her visit to the club. This was supported by some members as it is a dedicated Rotary program already 
structured for clubs’ needs.  We currently have access to Clubrunner for a trial period till the end of the year. 

 “Stream Scape” $400 per annum.  Used by Chadstone East RC, is available for a similar cost to Clubrunner but with slightly 
improved facilities and more attractive layout. 

 Brad will continue his website deliberations.  We are somewhat hamstrung by our shortage of IT gurus in RC Ashmore.  

• Annual General Meeting. THIS IS A NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS: IT IS ADVISED THAT THE CLUB ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 18h 30m ON  WEDNESDAY, 7th OF DECEMBER 2022.  

  Uppermost on the “Other Business” agenda will be a call for nominations for President-elect for the year 2023 - 24.  It is 
essential that this position be filled to ensure that the candidate is able to attend the District training sessions. Bradley will NOT  
remain in the position for a second term. With respect to “Other Business”, please advise the Secretary in writing no later than  
16h 00 on Monday, 5th December 2022   

“Guest” Speaker: Rob Deshon. 

Len Beadell. An Australian surveyor who is regarded as the last of our great inland explorers.  Len was born in 1923, and developed an 
interest in surveying through his Scout Master.  He served as a surveyor in the AIF in New Guinea, and continued in the army after the 
war.  He was asked to research a suitable site for the Australian/British rocket research program in the 1940’s/50’s, and later the atomic 
bomb testing site. He chose a site in South Australia which became known as Woomera.  From there, a rocket could be fired right across 
the country to the Indian Ocean, a distance of about 2500 km, without passing over any established towns or station homesteads.  Len 
surveyed and built a track along the firing centreline, starting from the Stuart Highway. The country was mainly virgin mulga scrub and 

desert, and pushing a road through it was slow, difficult work.  He had built the 
first 500 km of this track when he was asked to find a site for the British   
atomic testing, and suggested a large claypan about 150 km further west. This 
was Emu Claypan, where the first of a series of atom bombs was detonated.  
He then developed Maralinga, which was closer to the Stuart Highway, and 
much easier to access. Subsequent atomic testing was all done at Maralinga. 

There was a need for a weather station near the rocket-firing centreline, and 
Beadell developed this in WA, on the edge of the Gibson desert.  The Giles 
weather station is still operating. 

Len’s roadmaking technique was to make his roads as straight as possible.  He 
would go ahead surveying the route, then signal with a mirror to his bulldozer 
driver, who would drive straight to the mirror.  A grader would then follow the 
bulldozer.  He named his small group the Gunbarrel Road Construction Party, 
and, tongue firmly in cheek,  his first road The Gunbarrel Highway.  The 

“highway” stretches 1400 km from Victory Downs homestead to Carnegie   
station.  Much of it has never seen a grader since 1956! 

Len continued in the bush all his working life, constructing 6,000 km of roads, and opening up 
about 2.5 million square kilometres of  central Australia.  The roads are named after members of 
his family, wife Anne, and children Connie, Sue, Gary & Jackie.  

Len Beadell was an author, artist, caricaturist, and raconteur.  He was awarded an OAM and the 
British Empire Medal, and was a Fellow of the Institute of Engineering and Mining Surveyors. 

Rob showed slides of a drive he did in 2014, crossing the country from East to West and back 
again, following Len’s Gary Junction Road going west, and the Gunbarrell coming home.   4,000 
km of off-road driving left the Range Rover somewhat the worst for wear.  A highlight of the trip 
was crossing paths with Heather and Ian’s group at the SA/NT border on 6th August 2014.  After 
that, Rob and his party crossed the Simpson Desert to Birdsville. 

Footnote: It is ten years since Ashmore and Southport North Rotary Clubs merged. 

The meeting was closed by President Bradley at 20h 05m 

Above: Len with hits trusty Land Rover, working on the Gunbarrel Highway. 

Below: The route of the Gunbarrel Highway and roads connect it to outback Australia. 
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From the Editor’s Desk 

President Brad, past Presidents Denise, and Brian, Graham C, Janet and I represented the Club at the funeral of Honorary Member Tony 
Ciriello on Friday last. Past Ashmore R.C. Member and past President Steven Gill and close friend of the Ciriello family delivered a  
moving Eulogy. Unfortunately we were committed to raffle ticket sales at midday so were unable to pay our respects at the graveside. 

It is probably too early to judge sales volumes yet as no one (other that the supermarkets and department stores) seem to be thinking about 
Christmas. Our three hours on Friday afternoon resulted in little more than three books sold. I would suggest that enthusiasm will only 
begin to mount towards the end of the month. What was encouraging was that the majority of our sales were multiple tickets with several 
“3 for $5”, an encouragingly “7 for $10” and even a couple of “15 for $20”. Thanks again to Elaine Williams who has done a  sterling job 
of badgering traders for products. Those of you who are sitting there selling will have the bonus of exercise pushing the five trolleys from 
or to our storage area at the beginning/end of the day. 

We join in congratulating Newcastle University on the citation from United Nations   
Association of Australia, for service to science. This is a classic demonstration of the 
thought in the logo left, “Imagine Today” ; “Action Tomorrow”. Concerned as they were 
towards the end of the 20th Century that the sciences were being neglected by the      
secondary education community - it was the age of the Arts - the Newcastle University 
science faculty “imagined” that they needed to broadcast to the schools that the sciences 
could be just as exciting and rewarding as any other discipline and that there could be no 
better way of demonstrating that than by establishing a competition …. a challenge. 
Since that first challenge in 2000 some 550,000 students have been competing at more 
than 200 events per year, involving 1,100 schools and 3,400 volunteers. That is 
“ACTION”. Through forward thinking, the contribution that Newcastle University has 
made to the STEM industries in Australia will stand the country in good stead for      
generations. 

Perhaps it is because I was part of the euphoria surrounding the Beatles in the 1960’s and 
70’s and the enormous emotions that Lennon’s song evoked on the majority of my    
generation, the word “Imagine” was, and perhaps still is, one of my favourite words. 
Thus the presidential theme of Jennifer E. Jones has been more meaningful to me than 
the catchy, sometimes corny phrases of past R.I. Presidents. 

I hate acronyms. The Americans love them and seem to have infected almost every other 

Country in the world with the disease. I was involved in merchandise sales at the 2018 Commonwealth Games and each of the contractors  
at the games was proudly presented with a 62-page booklet of acronyms. I really enjoyed stopping somebody in full conversational flow 
“do you mind if I look up what you have just said?” The variety of facial expressions at my request was the highlight of my days. That      
preamble is an introduction to my next request to think about applicants for RYLA and RYTS . We are looking for young people to    
participate in the ROTARY YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARDS  and the ROTARY YOUTH TRANSITION SEMINAR. I sent some of 
my young employees on these courses during my time in PNG. Some were reluctant but I encouraged them by telling them I would pay 
them overtime rates for their attendance. They all came back enthusiastic about  their experiences …. even more that the extra money I 
had paid to them. Let Robyn know if you have any potential candidates. 

 Finally this  week, can  I  make  a plea to our newer members to think about taking on the position as President? On looking back, I find 
that, with one exception, for the past twenty two years, our Presidents have either undertaken a second (or more) term and/or have      
resigned. Over the years, we have performed remarkably well -  as recognised by our  R.I. Presidential Citation reported in a recent AiA. 
But, to maintain our reputation, we need a fresh approach, new thoughts, dare I say, an  injection  of imagination.  

MICHAEL HYLAND 

Ashmore Rotary Morning Tea for Seniors  
As our population ages, it becomes increasingly difficult to provide activities that    
enable our senior citizens to maintain a healthy body and mind. In some respects, 
aged care facilities can provide limited activities but, since the coronavirus epidemic, 
there has been such a severe shortage of carers that many of those facilities are   
struggling to provide simple basic needs. 

In recent months, “Auntie”  - The Australian Broadcasting Corporation, began a series 
of programmes that attempted to address the situation for seniors who do not wish or 
have been unable to enter a care home. They did this by mixing young people with   
seniors over a period of six weeks. The senior citizens, living alone in their own home, 
rarely saw other people and slowly but surely they lost the confidence to move outside 
of their dwellings. This becomes a case of diminishing returns. The less they see of the 
outside world, the more they are reluctant to venture out. The less they venture out, the 
more they lose the ability to move around and the less they have the desire and         
confidence to interact with others 

In the ABC programmes, a team of experts from various disciplines collected a group of 
severely restricted seniors from their homes, took them to an Intergenerational Centre in 
Sydney’s east and introduced them to a group of young people  (the first series to 4-year
-olds and the second series to teenagers). Tests were carried out to determine the fitness 
levels and mind-sets of those seniors. Suffice to say that, at the end of the six weeks, 
there was a marked difference in both attitudes and fitness levels of the older             
participants. It was not only the  seniors who  experienced the benefits of the              
programme. Particularly for the teenagers there was a greater self confidence, greater 
tolerance and a willingness to become more socially active. 

The two series are available on iview and are well worth watching. As a small           
contribution to the aged community of the Gold Coast, the Rotary Club of Ashmore 
arranged a morning  tea for some of our local senior citizens at the Southport Golf Club. 
PHOTOGRAPHS LEFT -  TOP:         ASHMORE ROTARY MEMBERS WITH THE YOUNG ENTERTAINING VOCALIST. 

   BELOW:  SENIOR CITIZENS ENJOYING THE COMFORTABLE SURROUNDINGS AT THE  

    SOUTHPORT GOLF CLUB  



To All Rotarians, 
 
We need your help, as a Rotarian to raise funds and awareness for The Ro-
tary Foundation this Giving Tuesday, 29 November. This global day of gen-
erosity is an opportunity for all Rotary members to make a big impact with a 
gift of any size to our Annual Fund-SHARE. Last year, we raised more than 
ever before — over US$1 million! We’re asking you to help us surpass that 
this year, so that we can do even more good together. 
 
The Foundation will again recognize the top three clubs in fundraising, 
donor participation, and online giving. Find out which clubs made the list 
last year and set a giving goal for your club this year. Just make sure that the 
gifts are made on 29 November. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and support. We know that with your help, 
Giving Tuesday will be a bigger success than ever. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Rotary Foundation 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in 
need of help, please contact 

Joan Adams on: 

Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Happy Birthdays to 

 

Jo0hn Stanfield on the 23rd of November  

Greg Clogan has a birthday on the 24th 

and 

Congratulations to Ken & Denise Payne who celebrate a                       

Wedding Anniversary on the 27th of November  
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Monday 07-Nov Robyn Schatz Joan Adams 

    Denise Payne Ian Wilson 

Tuesday 08-Nov Harry Pampel Joan Okeefe 

    Robyn Schatz Greg Clogan 

Wednesday 09-Nov Elaine Williams Maureen Gay 

    Carol Reinhardt Nina Simpson 

Thursday 10-Nov Brad Francis Pat Fleming 

    Helen Francis Ian Wilson 

Friday 11-Nov Ken Cowan Greg Clogan 

    Graham Allchurch Pat Fleming 

Saturday 12-Nov Joan Adams   

        

Sunday 13-Nov 9 am to 1 pm - Brian McAllan Not needed 

    Lesley McAllan Not needed 

Monday 14-Nov Joan Adams John Stanfield 

    Graham Allchurch  Michael Hyland 

Tuesday 15-Nov Harry Pampel Robyn Schatz 

    Philippa Pampel Nina 

Wednesday 16-Nov Elaine Williams Joan Okeefe 

    Carol Reinhardt Sue Plummer 

Thursday 17-Nov   Greg Clogan 

        

Friday 18-Nov Robyn Schatz Greg Clogan 

    Graham Allchurch   

Saturday 19-Nov Michael Hyland   

    Janet Hyland   

Sunday 20-Nov 9 am to 1 pm - Brian & Leslie Not needed 

       PLEASE NOTE: CELLS HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW REQUIRE VOLUNTEERS—ADVISE DENISE 

RAFFLE ROSTER FOR Q SUPERCENTRE 

https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/18YED3NMibz9uNdGzC6P46RgoYcWt
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/18YED6uVcTZDTpbxNGCPxcpdcDn6y
https://msgfocus.rotary.org/c/18YED6uVcTZDTpbxNGCPxcpdcDn6y

