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The next meeting of
The Ashmore Rotary Club is at the

Ashmore Rotary Community Centre
on
Wednesday, the 19th of October 2022
DUTY TEAM: GOLD

Please be sure to advise Robyn Schatz if you will be
attending AND if you will require a meal.

Club Officials for the Year 2022-23
President: ……………….. Brad Francis
Vice president: ………... Brian McAllan
Past President : ……….. Denise Payne
Treasurer: ……………… Pat Fleming
Secretaries: ……………... Justine Dillon
……………... Ian Wilson

Service Directors

……………... Heather Yarker
……………...
Ken Cowan
District 9640 Conference
Contact information is:Administration
:
……….
Robyn
Schatz
Email: randgschatz@gmail.com
4
Amy Ronnfeldt
&
Club
Service
………..
Rob
Deshon
Tel: 0439 794 092
4
Public Relations : ……… Sue Plummer
Gold Coast Heritage Park
Meet the World! The Rotary International Convention will be held in Melbourne from the Foundation : ……………. Greg Clogan
27th to the 31st of May 2023 - see below. This will be your chance to meet Rotarians from
the across the planet without the expense and tedium of a long international flight. This is
Support
a chance to show our overseas friends some of the spectacular sights this beautiful
Attendance:
………………
Robyn Schatz
country, much of which is only a short drive from the city. We can only hope that the
Melbourne weather will behave itself, to give our guests the experience a temperate Welfare:
……………… Joan Adams
autumn climate. It will also be an opportunity to tell our American cousins how
A.I.A.: ……………………….. Michael Hyland
“MELBOURNE” is pronounced.
3

By registering now, you will be able to take the advantage of a reduced fee and ensuring
that your accommodation is assured during this peak time. Get on the website now.

Projects :

Event Calendar
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN
YOUR
DIARY OF THE DATES OF
UP-COMING EVENTS LISTED BELOW:.

Wednesday, 12th October
Social Evening: Dinner @ Casa Brasil
Time: 18:30
53 Thomas Drive, Surfers Paradise
PLEASE ADVISE JOAN ADAMS on 0401 255 883

Wednesday, 19th October
Guest Speaker: Zahra Forbutt
Interact President 2022-23
DUTY TEAM: GOLD

Thursday, 20th October
Gold Coast City Junior Council
Anniversary Meeting
BY INVITATION ONLY

Wednesday, 26th October
Senior’s function @ Southport Golf Club
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Report on the Meeting held on Wednesday, 5th October 2022

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Attended by 16 members.
Nina Simson – chair – opened with 4 way test.
Brad Francis introduced guest speaker : Alexandra Zollner from Angel Flight.
Angel Flight a registered not-for-profit tax deductible charity.
Established 2003 by Queenslander Bill Bristow.
Provides non – emergency air transport for country people to access specialist medical care.
3,500 volunteer light aircraft pilots provide their time & aircraft to deliver this service.
Another 4,000 volunteers provide ground transport to/from aerodromes to medical appointments.
Only seven employed administration/coordination staff.
All funds are from donations or bequests – no government funding.
Funds used to reimburse aircraft fuel costs.

Angel Flight does not provide emergency medical evacuation & assistance as does the RFDS.
Further information & donations : refer www.angelflight.org.au
Denise reminded members to please assist with the Xmas raffle ticket selling commencing in November.
Elaine has asked for members to purchase shortbread biscuits for inclusion in the hampers.
Members are requested to seek out any elderly friend/neighbour who do not have regular outings or social contact – invite them to
attend morning tea at Southport Golf Club on 26th October – we provide the transport.
School student all rounders award recipients dinner to be held at ARCC on 16 th November.
Heather Yarker has been recently hospitalized with spinal disc problems but is now recovering at home.
Ken Cowan
Scribe
From the Editor’s Desk
Tony Ciriello is a pharmacist. He is the proprietor of a retail pharmacy in Station Street, Nerang. He has been a strong supporter of the
Ashmore Rotary Club since before I joined the club on my return from working in Papua New Guinea in 2002. Tony is a victim of
Multiple Sclerosis. His sister, Lorenza was a member of Ashmore R.C. for many years until Tony’s declining health resulted in the need
for her to take over management of the pharmacy. They are both, deservingly, Honorary Members of the Ashmore Rotary Club.
For the 20 years that I have been associated with this remarkable couple, I have been in awe of their dedication, not only to family and
pharmacy staff but to the local community, in particular our club. I have watched with awe, how over the years, Tony has bravely battled
this debilitating illness. Tony and Lorenza have hosted many social functions at their home. Of particular interest to Ashmore R.C. have
been the light-hearted “Whist Drives” organised as a fund-raiser and always finished with an amazing meal that one might expect at an
Italian house. I recent years, I have been privileged to be one of a very small group to meet at the Ciriello home for morning coffee on
Thursdays where we combine our diverse (and vast) experience to solve the problems of the country - and the world.
Sadly, Tony’s condition has deteriorated during the last two weeks to the point that he is now in hospital under intensive care. Whilst he
is now very weak, he has never allowed his disability to overcome his remarkable fortitude. He is a mentally strong and brave man*.
Many of our newer members will not know the Ciriello’s but I ask you to join us who do in sparing a thought for Tony and Lorenza to
hope that they can come through this particularly difficult time.
On a lighter note. Earlier this year, our guest speaker was a very talented young lady by the name of Amy Ronnfeldt. Amy was one of the
seven prize winners (of over 300 contestants) at the Prix de Lausanne 2022 held in Switzerland. Amy is Rob Deshon’s granddaughter. I
know that some may be surprised that I, a dumb Pom from the East end of London could be interested in the Classics, but I have a keen
appreciation of music and dance and was inspired Amy’s achievements. On Page 4 is a note from a proud grandfather detailing Amy’s
latest movement on the ladder of fame.
Tuesday, the 25th of October is World Polio Day. There was a hope that the disease may have been eradicated by now but a few cases,
recurring in some eastern countries have meant that the battle has not yet been won. Rob is hoping to arrange for a guest speaker to give
us an update at our meeting on the 19th of October.
On another disease that is receiving attention by the research world is malaria. This remains a major killer in tropical countries. The Institute of Glycomics at Griffith University is one of the leaders in that research. You can read the September Newsletter published at the
beginning of this month amongst your emails. I have included a message from Graham Jones, Chairman of the Malaria Vaccine Project
on Page 4 of this issue of AiA to whet your appetite. You will see that The team at the Glycomics Institute is now very cloce to beginning Stage 1 Trials.
Another update included in this Issue is the result of the Regionalisation Project (see below). This is another attempt to show that Rotary,
as a service organisation remains as valuable as it has been since inception in 1905.
Finally, our last Bunnings Sausage Sizzle was reasonably successful, particularly as it began in a downpour with the volunteers forced to
dodge the waterfall coming into the shelter at the join of the two gazebos. The last shift had a reasonably comfortable time with only a
short, sharp shower and a constant flow of customers. See Brian’s report on Page 3.
MICHAEL HYLAND

* News as of Sunday Afternoon is that Tony is now back at his home. He is still extremely unwell but is more comfortable in familiar
surroundings. The future is unclear.
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ROTARY DISTRICT 9640
Malaria Vaccine Project
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
The Malaria Vaccine Project [MVP] has continued to build on the momentum of the 5th Anniversary Celebration
in March and the belief that Sir Peter Cosgrove inspired during that anniversary visit.
We are also inspired by the progress that Professor Michal Good AO and Dr Danielle Stanisic have made in
bringing the field-deployable form of PlasProtecT® towards the end of its preliminary studies and on the verge
of challenge trials, hopefully in an endemic country.
This has been a period of generous giving from Rotary clubs and districts, private donors, the Reuben Pelerman
Benevolent Foundation and friends. This graceful giving has been spearheaded by a magnificent gift from Ray
James, a strong supporter of research at the Institute for Glycomics. Ray had already donated $21,000 to MVP
when he decided to fund the external toxicology assessment of PlasProtecT®. His humanitarian gift of $372,027
will enable the toxicology assessment to go ahead without delay. What a pleasure it was to see Ray inducted as
an Honorary Fellow of the Institute for Glycomics and also recognised as a Rotary Paul Harris Fellow at an
Honorary Fellows function on 15 September. We thank you Ray for taking us one big step closer to saving the
lives of the 627,000 people, mostly children, who die from malaria every year.
With other donations imminent from the Rotary Club of Hope Island Charity Golf Day and the Surfers Paradise
Rotary Race Day, Project 22 will also be nearing $170,000 or 60% of our target for the year. To cap off this
exciting period, a Private Global Trust who wish to remain anonymous have donated in excess of $500,000 over
two years to the development of PlasProtecT®. The first tranche of $60,000 has already been received.
I wish to pay tribute to the ongoing work of Dr Danielle Stanisic and Nina Kristensen in pursuing and negotiating
this grant for more than a year. As a consequence of all these remarkable gifts and the ongoing support from
Rotary and private donors MVP has now reached a total of over $1.9 million. Clearly a $2 million target is not
far away. CONGRATULATIONS to everyone and thank you for your generous support and your profound belief
that we can save the lives of those young children who don’t deserve to die from malaria.
PDG Graham Jones AM
Google: malariavaccineproject.com
——————————————————————————————

DISTRICT 9640 CONFERENCE 2023
10th - 12th March 2023
Bowlo Sports & Leisure Yamba
44 Wooli Street, Yamba N.S.W. 2464

Conference bookings not yet open.
But it may be wise to book your accommodation now.
———————————————————————————————Bunnings Report for Friday, 23rd September
Thanks volunteers for a successful Bunnings sizzle.
Wet and unpleasant to start and a heavy shower mid afternoon.
Sausage sales were reasonable but drinks not good.
Sold approximately
340 sausages
60 drinks
Net profit
$870
Thanks you Graham for 7am start.
Thanks to the workers who worked in the rain.
Thank you past members Ian Mc and Norm for giving us a hand.
Brian
s/s coordinator
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REGIONALISATION PROJECT
Dear Rotary members,
Thank you to all clubs who cast their vote in the Zone 8 Regionalisation pilot ballot.
We were delighted with the result with more than 89% of clubs across the zone expressing a YES vote. This lets
us know that there is strong support for a pilot which will enable us to trial, explore, design and evaluate a new
regional approach to supporting and governing Rotary and Rotaract clubs in Australia, New Zealand and Pacific
Island region.
We are pleased to advise that 20 out of 21 Districts achieved the required threshold of two thirds majority of clubs
voting Yes. The club vote was also endorsed by all 21 District Governors in their role as Rotary International
Officers.
Whilst one district had more than 50% of clubs vote yes, it did not meet the two thirds threshold.
At this point in time, we will advise the Rotary International Board of the outcome as well as seek guidance on the
path forward. Thank you for your patience and we will be in touch once we have a clear course of action.
If you require further information, please contact your District Governor.
We would like to thank all Rotary and Rotaract volunteers who have supported this project. We would also like to
thank the Rotary International staff at our Sydney office and elsewhere for their ongoing support.
Sincerely,
Ingrid Waugh
Co-Chair Regionalisation Group Zone 8
Past District Governor District 9920 2018-19
Mobile: +64 274 298 507
ingrid_waugh@rotaryoceania.zone
Peter Frueh
Co-Chair Regionalisation Group Zone 8
Past District Governor District 9800 2017-18
Mobile: +61 438 690 850
peter.frueh@gmail.com
Amy Ronnfeldt Update
I should still be on the high seas at present, but my Captain Cook adventure has the boat on the hard-stand at Bundaberg.
It gave me the opportunity to go to Melbourne to see Amy dance in the Australian Ballet School’s annual Showcase last Sunday week.
The very next day, she started as a company dancer with The Australian Ballet (TAB). She is on a short contract till the end of the year,
then will be full-time from January. TAB will not formally announce this until the new year.
TAB’s season of Romeo and Juliette opens in Melbourne tonight. Amy has been rehearsing with each of the three casts, probably
because she has only had 8 days to learn the parts. She will find out today which cast(s) she will perform with, but either today or
tomorrow or on Saturday she will achieve her long-term dream of performing with TAB.
She will still have to do a final assessment performance for the school, and will dance with them in their end of year performances before graduating in early December.
Sadly, TAB is not offering any of the other students a place in the company, but several of them are coming to Qld, and five are going to
WA. The other students will audition for places in other companies around the country, and around the globe, and hopefully some will
end up back at TAB.
Rob Deshon
Rotary Club of Ashmore
Sunday Luncheon
Scenes from the
GOLD COAST HISTORICAL MUSEUM
LEFT: An exact replica of a house
built by Robert Veivers for his bride
in 1861.
A successful timber getter, Robert and
his wife remained at the house, built
near the junction of Boobegan Creek
and the
Nerang River, for many
years. This two-roomed, all timber
house was a home for their four
children.
RIGHT: Built as a studio by artist
Vincent Sheldon (1895 - 1945) in the
back garden of his home on the Gold
Coast and donated to the Historical
Society by his wife, it was dismantled
and transported to this site in the
1970’s.
The interior furniture was hand made
by Sheldon.
Works of this prolific artist are
exhibited in major galleries across the
world.

GOLD COAST HISTORICAL MUSEUM

A trivia question. Where is at the Gold Coast Heritage Museum?
It is on the site of a short-lived, 19th century, sugar refinery in Elliot Street,
approximately 50 metres off Bundall Road and almost opposite the end of
Ashmore Road. It is a Treasure.
Our host, Catherine gave a guided tour of the site. She explained that this “oasis”
survived in an urban area simply because three historic graves are located at the
edge of the site.
The grounds are actually situated on a sand hill with one of only two coastal
rainforest stands remaining in the district.
Besides the attractive gardens, the site contains a vast array of historic farm
implements, tools, cameras, domestic appliances, clothing, telegraph
transmitting instruments and numerous other items of historic interest.
PHOTOGRAPHS:
Three groups of Ashmore R.C. Diners. Food was provided by members, Marcia
& Joan; thank you, ladies. It was a joy to see some of our past members joining
us.
The children kept their grandmother P.P Denise, on her toes.
Guide, Catherine walking us through the rain forest.
An example of one of the spectacular orchids growing in the “forest”.
Bronze, Company plate on display. A truly “mixed business” with worldwide
acclaim. I wonder if the proprietor suffered bullying as a boy!

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Member’s Welfare
If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in
need of help, please contact
Joan Adams on:
Mobile: 0401 255 883
Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au

Happy Birthdays to
Rob Deshon on the 22nd of October
Brian McAllan on the 24th
and
Kelli Schatz on the 30th
Brian & Lesley McAllan celebrate a wedding on the 24th of October
Robyn Schatz has a Club Anniversary on the 22 nd
and
Carol Reinhardt on the 23rd

