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The next meeting of 
The Ashmore Rotary Club at the 

 Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 
on  

Wednesday, the 5th of  October 2022 

DUTY TEAM: GREEN 
Please be sure to advise Robyn Schatz if you will be   

attending AND if you will require a meal. 

Contact information is:- 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Tel: 0439 794 092 

Event Calendar  
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN 
YOUR  DIARY OF THE DATES OF            
UP-COMING EVENTS LISTED  BELOW:. 

Wednesday, 5th October  

Guest Speaker (t.b.a.) Angel Flight 

DUTY TEAM: GREEN 

Sunday, 9th October 

Visit to Gold Coast Historical Museum 

SEE PAGE 3 

Wednesday, 19th October  

Guest Speaker: t.b.a. 

DUTY TEAM: GOLD 

Thursday, 20th October 
Gold Coast City Junior Council 

Anniversary Meeting 

BY INVITATION ONLY 

 

2021 - 22 Rotary Citation 

At the end of each Rotary year, the President of Rotary International selects a limited 

number of Clubs from across the world that have demonstrated an exemplary                

performance as a service organisation. Above is a ROTARY CITATION awarded to the 

Rotary Club of Ashmore, Queensland by the 2021-22 R.I. President, Shekhar Mehta. 
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Report of the meeting held on Wednesday, 21st of September 2022 

After a meal, prepared by Robyn Schatz, the formal component of the meeting, attended by 10 members and 1 visitor, was opened by 
President Bradley Francis.  Apologies were received from 6 members only1. Bradley led the meeting in reciting the 4-Way test. 

General Business: 
Marcia Waller -   A social function has been arranged for Sunday, 9th of October at the premises of the Gold Coast Historical      

Society, Surfers Paradise.  The cost of the event is $20 per person, $5 of which will be donated to the Gold Coast 
Historical Society.  Lunch will be provided. B.Y.O drinks. See below for further details. Additional information 
will be sent by email to all members. 

Brian McAllen -  Arrangements are in hand for the Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings, Southport to take place on this coming Friday, 23rd 
of September 2. Rain is forecast so  come prepared. 

Brad Francis -   Gold Coast Show Car Park parking fee collection project. Some issues arising: 
  Staffing - Consideration be given to ensuring that a minimum of three (3) members should be on duty at all times.  

During peak times, which are difficult to predict, it is important that two cash collectors are available with an     
additional person monitoring parking availability and closing entry when necessary. 

 Disabled Parking: Several people asked the location of disabled parking bays. It was not obvious where the bays 
were located. Cash collectors were unable to answer. Check this for next year! 

 Cash Security: Whilst the majority of people paid the parking fee using a debit/credit card, significant cash         
collection occurred. As the collection point had  no reserved, secure area, stored cash was at a risk of loss. This 
needs to be resolved with the Gold Coast Show Society; either by introducing a “Card Only” policy or providing a 
secure means of storing cash. A similar, recent incident elsewhere resulted in the theft of over $30,000. 

 Grass Parking: It is possible that GCCC parking inspectors will apply fines to motorists who park on the grass. This 
is a source of complaint, particularly if a parking fee has been paid. Discussions with Council are required regarding 
positioning of readily visible signs or barriers  for future events. 

 Conveniences & Rest Area: It is a long walk from the collection point for collectors to reach a public convenience. 
With limited duty staff, time away may be critical during peak periods. A sheltered rest area adjacent to the        
collection point would also be useful. This could be resolved in future by using a Rotary Club Gazebo. 

 Allrounder Awards: 
 With school, end-of-year approaching, A volunteer is required to attend  Speech Day at each of the schools that the 

club sponsors. i.e. Benowa State High and Keebra Park State High Schools; Aquinas and  Trinity Colleges and the 
Queensland Academy for Health Sciences. Please contact Brad Francis or Robyn Schatz if you are able to   
assist. 

Guest Speaker (s) Member, Sue Plummer and work associate, Narelle discussed and demonstrated the correct use of Face Masks and 
the Automated External Defibrillator (AED). 

Sue and Narelle are Catheterisation Laboratory (Cath Lab) nurses at Pindara Private Hospital. 
There are several versions of face mask available to the General Public and, whilst the peak of the Coronavirus has  apparently passed, it 
may still be useful to understand the effectiveness of the equipment available. 
The majority of home-made material masks are ineffective. The material is porous and will not filter aerosols. 
The effective, generally available and least inexpensive is the standard, blue, 3-layer face mask. Preferred, and used in most working  
areas of a hospital and general practice are the N 95, the KN 95 or the P2. Whatever the style, it is  critical to fit the mask correctly to 
ensure that the mask fits closely to the face. This was demonstrated. 
 It was noted by our speakers that the Club’s AED was in need of attention, particularly the adhesive pads where the adhesive gum had 
deteriorated. It is critical that the pads contact firmly with the skin to prevent arcing which may cause burns. A somewhat “ancient”   
dummy was used for the demonstration. On opening the AED, procedural instructions are broadcast. It is necessary to follow the        
instructions precisely to ensure effective use. If instructed, begin CPR (Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation). This was demonstrated by the 
experts and then with some members practicing. In an emergency situation, it may be necessary to continue CPR for a significant period. 
It is therefore essential that at least two people should be available. The process may be tiring and general practice suggests that the time 
should be between 30 seconds and no more than 2 minutes. Pressure should be vigorous and constant (the rhythm of the Bee Gees song is 
an ideal rate of pressure for adults). Pressure varies according to the age of the patient i.e. adults; use two hands at 60 to 80 beats per   
minute: juveniles; use one hand at 80 to 100 beats per minute: infants; just   fingers at 100 to 120 beats per minute.  
In the event of a person experiencing chest pain whilst alone, best practice is to ensure a telephone is close at hand, sit or lie down, If  
Nitrolingual Spray (Glyceryl Trinitrate) is available, remove the lid, press down on the cap five (5) times to prime the pump then apply 
one pump of the spray under the tongue. If pain persists after five minutes, repeat the dose. Be sure that you are familiar with the        
procedure in the event that the spray is required (read the instructions periodically).   
President Bradley thanked the ladies for an interesting and educational talk and demonstration and resolved to ensure that periodic checks 
of the Club’s instrument will be carried out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Above  and Right: Sue (left) & Narelle showing the various recommended masks.  

Narelle demonstrating position of pads in preparation  for defibrillation process. 

Members Greg Clogan  &  Brian McAllen practicing CPR.. 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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Report of the meeting held on Wednesday, 21st of September 2022 - CONTINUED 

Robyn Schatz: On a visit to Mount Isa I took the opportunity to tour the underground hospital. When the Japanese bombed Darwin in 
1942, Darwin Hospital was severely damaged. There was a concern that Mount Isa may also be a target. This prompted the regional, 
District Hospital Director and the Mine Superintendent to discus the feasibility of building an underground hospital  under a hill close to 
the existing hospital. It took just 15 weeks for a group of volunteer miners, working after their regular mine shifts to complete four   
tunnels in the shape of an E. There were separate men’s, women’s and children’s wards together with a surgical theatre, a maternity 
ward all fully equipped with linen and medical equipment. The tunnels were never used as a practicing hospital. 

President Brad: Advised that a Board Meeting would be held on Monday, the 26th of September and closed the meeting at 19:50 hours. 

NOTE: 
1 It is important that all members advise Robyn Schatz of their intentions (present or absent) for the formal meetings to ensure that correct catering occurs. 
2 Now history. Very wet start. Over 330 sausages sold. Detailed report in the next issue of AiA. Thanks to past members Ian McPherson & Norm Coventry for 
stepping into the gaps. 

 

From the Editor’s Desk 

In recent years we would have all received instructions on how to operate an AED. The presentation last Wednesday by Sue and Narelle 
was a timely reminder of what is required in the event of a cardiac emergency. “Its Easy, the machine tells us exactly what to do”. Or is 
it that easy?  It is difficult to predict how one will act in the event of an emergency. An emergency, by definition, is an unusual situation. 
Our senses are on edge. Our judgement may be impaired. We may even be on the verge of panic. Only by constant exposure to a        
situation will it become so familiar that we can operate without thinking. I haven’t been to every meeting since we acquired our AED but 
this  was the first time I had seen the box opened  since our very first demonstration. We need to have a similar practice much more   
frequently. Is once a month too frequent? Smooth operation by calm personnel may be the secret to saving a life.  

I was interested to hear from Robyn that  the Mount Isa Underground Hospital is now open to the public. I was aware of its existence but 
it was closed on the several occasions that I visited the town. My interest dates back to WWII when my parents took me to the hospital in 
the caves at Chislehurst in south east London to visit my Grandmother. Although identified as “caves”  it was an underground mine   
dating back to the mid-thirteen century from which flint and chalk was mined over a period  of 600 years. The tunnels and caverns 
stretch over a distance of more than 30 km. At the start of the war, my grandmother and step-grandfather lived in Deptford close to the 
Thames Dockyards. This area was a prime target for German bombs so when the Government opened the nearby caves as a bomb shelter 
my  grandmother together with some 15,000 others spent most of her nights in the caves. At some point, she contracted pneumonia and 
was admitted in the hospital that had been set up in the tunnels. I recall  visiting her there on more than one occasion. I hated the place. 

Spare a thought for Rob Deshon. He had been looking forward to taking his boat to cruise the Barrier Reef. Somewhere near Bundaberg, 
he ran onto a reef severely damaging a propeller and destroying threequarters of his twin rudders. I understand that, fortunately, the hull 
was not damaged.  The boat is now under repair in Bundaberg. 
MICHAEL HYLAND 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Happy Birthdays to 

John Stanfield’s wife, Irene on the 9th of October  

and 
Ian Wilson on the 10th 

Rob Deshon & Angela celebrate the anniversary of their wedding 

on the 4th of  October 

John and Irene also celebrate a Wedding Anniversary 

on the 12th 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in 
need of help, please contact 

Joan Adams on: 

Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 

GOLD COAST HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

ON SUNDAY, THE 9TH OF OCTOBER, ASHMORE ROTARY CLUB 

WILL HOLD A SOCIAL GET-TOGETHER AT THIS ATTTRACTIVE 

AND INTERESTING ESTABLISHMENT. 

SET IN 1.7 ACRES, THE GARDENS AND BUILDINGS WILL TAKE 

US BACK TO A WAY OF LIFE IN THE EARLY DAYS OF WHAT IS 

NOW THE GOLD COAST. 

LOCATION: 8 ELLIOTT STREET 

SURFERS PARADISE (of Bundall Road) 

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED. B.Y.O. DRINKS 

COST: $20 per PERSON ($5 pp will be donated to the Society) 

Further information to follow. 

Contact MARCIA on 0413 730 820 A.S.A.P. 


