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Ruth Allchurch; Paul Harris fellow
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Support

This week, the Rotary Club of Ashmore took the unusual step of awarding a person
living overseas with a Paul Harris Fellowship. This award was, in fact, to a person on
the other side of the world. Ruth Allchurch is the daughter-in-law of Ashmore R.C.
member, Graham Allchurch. Ruth and husband, Marcus have invited a Ukrainian
citizen (Alona) and her two children to stay in the Allchurch home, initially for six
months, during
the tragic conflict presently under way in that eastern European
country.
Making the decision to shelter a family from war-torn Ukraine was the easy part.
Registering with the organisation, Homes for Ukraine was carried out as soon as the
scheme was was announced. Finding a family in need was just the start of the Allchurch’s
difficulties. There was no Government support. And so Ruth’s battle - whilst still working
at her full-time job and looking after her own children - with the United Kingdom Public
Service began:• Started a matching process in early April.
• Filled out Immigration and Visa Applications – about 20 pages per applicant.
• DBS* & home checks by government authorities on the Allchurch family.
• Tried to speed up the Visa application process through the Home Office by:
i. Lobby an uninterested local M.P.
ii. Broadcasting on National Radio.
iii Twice-daily calls to Home Office contacts.
• Assisted Alona with travel arrangements from Ukraine, through Moldova to Romania
and thence to Luton (Bedfordshire) Airport where they picked up the family to travel
to their home.
* DBS: DISCLOSURE & BARRING SERVICE—A CHECK TO SEE IF THERE IS ANY CRIMINAL ACTIVITY IN THE ALLCHURCH
HOUSEHOLD!

Attendance: ……………… Robyn Schatz
Welfare:
……………… Joan Adams
A.I.A.: ……………………….. Michael Hyland

Social & Volunteer Calendar
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN
YOUR
DIARY OF THE DATES OF
UP-COMING EVENTS LISTED BELOW:

Wednesday, 3rd August. DUTY TEAM: GREEN
Sue Plummer: Defibrillator Operation
Wednesday, 15th August
D.G. Visit
Wednesday, 20th July

Continued on Page 2
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Ruth Allchurch PHF
Continued from page 1
• Converting the home office to a spare room.
• Arranging a Council visit to check safe arrival and to hand over £500 for initial expenses.
• Finding a phone shop to get a free SIM card.
• A painful process to register for a bank account.
• Another painful process to get a National Insurance Number. (This is to qualify for access to the National Health Service.
• A very painful process of registering with a Doctor. ( All U.K. patients must register with and use the services of a single practice).
• Research schools and nurseries to enrol the children. Arranging council– funded transport to the selected school.
• Arranging free school uniforms and school meals.
• Introduced Alona to a church group in Beaconsfield (Buckinghamshire). They have provided Alona with clothing, English lessons
and a local support network.
• A very, very painful process of support for an application for Universal Credit registration and child benefit. This included two face-to
-face meetings at the Slough Job Centre.
• Introducing Alona to local Sporting/recreational facilities (gym, swimming pool etc.)
• Setting up the family with local entertainment options. (This was at a personal cost of £450).
• Using social media to source such items as car and bicycle seats and helping to find cleaning work.
• Supporting Alona in obtaining biometric passports; the first step in the family being granted three-year visas.
• Supporting Alona at local Real Estate agents to help her obtain anj apartment.
• Numerous other minor translation items when communicating the Red Cross, Doctors and/or schools.
This has been a mammoth task for Ruth with the help of Marcus and demonstrates the dedication and care of Service above Self that is
the mantra of a Rotarian. On arrival in England, Graham Allchurch witnessed this remarkably selfless action by his family and was so
moved as to recommend that The Rotary Club of Ashmore nominate Ruth as a PAUL HARRIS FELLOW. The Board unanimously
endorsed the recommendation and during the meeting this week, on a ZOOM link with the United Kingdom, Ruth was presented with a
Paul Harris medallion and a certificate of achievement.
Report on the meeting held on Wednesday, the 20th of July 2022 ROB DESHON REPORTING
Our meeting at ARCC was very well attended, with only 4 members away. Our guests were Karin Kolenko and Gold Coast Benji from
RC Hope Island, Pat’s friend, Oliver, and Rob’s wife Angie O’Connell, plus Michael Lane, and our guest speaker Danna Mellross.
President Brad Francis: had the great pleasure of inducting Maureen Gay as a member of the club. Maureen’s membership was
proposed by PP Denise. She is a former accountant, and feels she needs a little extra interest in her life, so is hoping Rotary will provide
that. It’s always a joy to have new members, and Maureen has already had her sleeves rolled up at our recent Bunnings BBQ.
Ian Wilson: reported that the club has received grants of $750 for Seniors’ Week, and $7000 to help refurbish the breezeway between the
kitchen and the meeting room. He is working on replacing the air conditioner, which seems to have a mind of its own in regards to when
and if it will operate.
Heather Yarker: who was instrumental in starting the Gold Coast City Junior Council 30 years ago, advised that we have changed our
meeting date from 19th October to 20th so we can attend the Council’s 30th anniversary meeting. This will be a breakfast meeting, and our
club members will all be guests of the GCCC. Most local councillors are expected to attend.
After some difficulty, we linked by Zoom with Graham Allchurch and his daughter-in-law Ruth, at her home in England. Ruth has
recently taken a Ukrainian woman, Alona, and her two children into her home. The process involved wrangling the UK Home Office,
working with her local MP and going on national radio to raise awareness of the deficiencies in the system, then arranging for Alona’s
travel to UK via Moldova and Romania. She has provided endless support for Alona since her arrival. Graham was so impressed with
Ruth’s efforts that he nominated her for a PHF, and the club was happy to oblige. President Brad explained to Ruth what a PHF award
was, and told her of her nomination. Graham presented her with her badge and certificate. He reports that she was chuffed to be
honoured in this way. SEE HEADLINE ARTICLE
Rob Deshon: introduced guest speaker, Danna* Mellrose. Danna told the story of her Ukrainian parents’ experiences during and after
WWll, and their eventual move to Australia in 1965. Danna’s mother was one of a large family. Her early childhood was traumatic
inasmuch as the country was under foreign control apart from a brief period between 1917 and 1920 when, after the Russian Revolution a
national movement formed the Ukrainian Peoples Republic. This short-lived, independent Country was forcibly annexed by the
Bolsheviks in 1921 to become the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic. and became a founding member of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republic in 1922. in the 1930’s, millions of citizens lost their lives during the genocide of the Stalinist regime and when the
Germans invaded Russia in 1941, many citizens regarded the invaders as liberators but that was soon dispelled as Germany divided the
country to be granted to neighbouring (occupied) states.
As a result of the labour shortage in Germany, girls over 16 years were told that they would be relocated. Danna’s mother was too young
but changed identities with her sickly, elder sister to work as a servant and factory worker. Her young father suffered a worse fate, being
conscripted into the German Army and fighting on the Russian Front. He was subsequently transferred to Belsen Concentration Camp as
a guard. There was no alternative.
The end of the war brought little relief for these now-stateless individuals. Such was the plight of millions across Europe, it was
inevitable that many would remain stateless and homeless for years after the cessation of conflict and the beginning of the partition of the
region. It was during this time that Danna’s parents first met and eventually were able to settle in England but always with an ambition to
return to their homeland.
Attracted by the publicity on the benefits emigration, the family relocated to Australia in 1965. Danna’s father always remained
Ukrainian. He would not take up British or Australian citizenship. There remained the hope that he would ultimately be able to return to
his home country. On returning to Ukraine for a holiday, it was the experience of many that they were not welcomed. They were the
“lucky “ ones. They were able to “escape”. There seemed to be no appreciation that, in escaping, they suffered tragically, some fatally
and, as refugees in a country where the customs, culture and language were unfamiliar, there was always a longing to return to the
country of their birth.
* “Danna” is an Anglicised name. Although born in England, her parents always hoped that they would be able to return to Ukraine. Her
Ukrainian name is difficult to pronounce
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From the Editor’s Desk
The meeting this week was inspirational. Both Ruth and Danna shared with us experiences that were an illustration of the courage, fortitude and dedication that some have to endure to find a way just to survive. We are lucky to live on this huge island in this corner of
the world. With the occasional exception, those that govern us are not corrupt. We have yet to worry about a politician who is upset that
he/she lost an election so decided to incite a riot. When I vote, I drive to a polling station, I write a few numbers or put a couple of
crosses on a sheet and perhaps drop in the coffee shop on the way home. I do not have to duck bullets or hide from a machete-slashing
madman. We don’t have to worry about our neighbour who gets angry when our dog barks. We usually don’t have to fear that he will
get out his gun and shoot our dog - or us. After recent event, it is not for the first time did I think that the best decision that this family
ever made was to move to Australia. Every time I hear of an incident in almost anywhere in another part of the world, I congratulate
myself for picking this place to live and silently thanking Australians for letting us in.
I hear that the Friday, Bunnings experiment was reasonably successful. Whilst not up to recent weekend revenues, there was well over
$500 added to our coffers. See Page 4. Our next opportunity for some decent revenue appears to be the 26th to 28th of August when
President Brad has negotiated a pretty good deal for handling the car park at the Gold Coast Show. I understand that Brad will be
looking for volunteers for this project in the near future. Keep those dates free in you can. This family is off for a break next week and
(without realising the significance) have planned a return to the Gold Coast on the 25th of August …… just in time!
Microsoft has kindly informed me that they will no longer support my outdated (5-years old) notebook or software. This is therefore,
perhaps, the last newsletter I will be issuing via Microsoft Office. For some months the family next door have, had to suffer the sounds
of frustration emitting from my study when, in compiling any document that required more than simple navigation, I have battled with
the somewhat old and limited facilities of my notebook. The suffering has not only been next door, but often in the next room. As a
consequence “next door” and “next room” have for my birthday, pooled their resources to replace the offending instrument. However
the system that has been chosen is iOS. I already use an iPhone so I have reluctantly agreed to learn this “new” system. We are now
waiting on the delivery the latest model from the Apple range. It may take some time for this person of advancing age and declining
intellect to master a new system and that their suffering may continue for some weeks (months?). It may also have an affect on the
publication of subsequent editions of this newsletter ……. You have been warned.
MICHAEL HYLAND

Letters
Letter to Secretary Ian Wilson
Nerang State High greatly values the support we receive from the Rotary Club of Ashmore, in partnership with the St. Margaret’s
Nerang Parish. Each week the Support Team meets with many students whom need support for a wide range of reasons such as
friendship issues through to mental health concerns.
The team also supports many students who have had to become independent students due to varying circumstances- this means
we support them with a wide range of services such as obtaining secure housing/accommodation, Centrelink support, obtaining
birth certificates, Medicare cards and linking them with mental health services within the community.
These students are also supported with school uniforms, grocery items such as, food, laundry/cleaning products and toiletries.
Most of these students have nothing and are starting from the ground up so any items we can supply them with are greatly
appreciated.
We also support many families with grocery packs which helps take the strain off their weekly grocery bills and are very much
appreciated.
On behalf of Nerang High students, staff and the Support Team we thank you for your continued support.

Kind regards,
Erin Watts
Youth Support Coordinator Nerang High School
Editor’s Note: The initiative for this project lies firmly in the hands of Honorary Member of Ashmore Rotary Club, Elaine Williams and as a result, is strongly
supported by the Board. Elaine has asked that it be emphasised that this project is a partnership between the Rotary Club of Ashmore and Saint Margaret’s Anglican
Parish, Nerang.

Letter from the Interact Club of the Queensland Academy of Health Science
Good afternoon Robyn,
My apologies for the delayed response. Hope you have been well.
That's great to hear that you're continuing the position as Youth Director at Ashmore Rotary! So pleased to hear that as I'm sure the next
Interact board will be so delighted to work with you.
We have not yet elected our new board, however, it is likely to occur within the next two weeks (as we will be back at school). I will let
you know their names asap.
I have had such an amazing year as president of Interact and am so honored to have held the position. I want to thank all the Ashmore
Rotary members for their support and warmth towards me! This was such a great way to kickstart my journey with Rotary - I will
definitely be continuing to serve through Rotaract once my high school studies are complete. Special thanks to you and Denise for the
opportunities that you have provided me and my club over the last year. It has been such a pleasure!
Kind Regards,
Janvi
Bunnings Southport result, Friday, 15th July 2022
Sausage Sales
=
320
Drink Sales
=
50
Approximate Profit = $ 520.00
Whilst this amount is below our normal weekend profit, it is considered acceptable. Permission has been sought to increase the Sausage
Sandwich price to $3.50.
BRIAN McALLAN
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Picture Gallery

A very special lady Carol Sparkles a friend of Rotary, who is in
her eighties gets great pleasure In making beautiful garments for
children from disadvantaged families. These beautiful hand
made garments goes to Friend with Dignity an organisation that
sets up homes for domestic violence victims also supported by
Rotary Ashmore. We are so lucky to have special people like
Carol who genuinely care about those in need in our community

Member’s Welfare

If you are aware of any member who is sick or
is in need of help, please contact
Joan Adams on:
Mobile: 0401 255 883
Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Happy Birthdays in July
To

