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The next SPECIAL meeting of 
The Ashmore Rotary Club at 

The Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 

133 CURRUMBURRA ROAD, ASHMORE 4213 

on  

Wednesday, the 15th of June 2022 

18:00 for 18:30 hours 
Will include guests from GRIFFITHS UNIVERSITY 

and  

The UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE 
Please advise Robyn Schatz if you will be attending 

AND require a meal 
Tel: 0439 794 092    email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

E-club nextgen changeover 

Social & Volunteer Calendar  
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN 
YOUR  DIARY OF THE DATES OF UP-
COMING EVENTS LISTED  BELOW: 

Wednesday, 16th March 

Vocational Visit: Gold Coast Embroidery 

Wednesday, 16th June 6:00 for 6:30 

Special Meeting with guests from  

Griffith and Newcastle Universities 

Guest Speakers Subject:  

“Women in Engineering” 

Saturday, 18th June 

Youth Music Venture Concert - $20 

3:00 PM LAKESIDE ROOM @ HOTA 

Tuesday, 21st June 

Burleigh Inner Wheel Flood Appeal 

ROLAND STORM @CROATIAN CLUB 

Dinner & entertainment $50 pp 

Wednesday, 29th June 

R.C. Ashmore Changeover Dinner 
Southport Golf Club 6:00 for 6:30 

Dinner & celebration dance by Denise $40 

On Saturday, the 4th of June, the Rotary e-Club NextGen held its 10th birthday             
celebrations and the annual Changeover Dinner at the Burleigh Heads Mowbray Park 
Surf Life Saving Club. 

This was an opportunity for the members of the Rotary Club of Ashmore, the sponsors of 
the e-club, to join them for an evening of fun and formality when President, Jane Loxton 
will hand the administration over to a new Board of directors, headed by President Elect, 
Fran. 

The timing of this event is such that a report in this edition of Ashmore in Action is not 
possible. Subject to receipt of a report by our attending representative, the proceedings of 
the event will be published in the next issue. 

From the Editor’s Desk 

I was chatting with a Rotarian last week. He was telling me that he attended a meeting of 
the District 9640 2022/23 upcoming administration team. “Oh” said another, “How was it?” 
“Boring” said the Rotarian. “I had heard it all before. Nothing seems to change. There was 
every District Governor, bar one, from the last ten years there.” “Nothing seems to change”. 
“ Nobody seemed to be interested in putting forward new ideas”. 

I find that sad. The 2020/21 D.G. set a target of starting new clubs and, by and large, he 
was successful. It was my understanding that those new clubs consisted predominantly of 
the younger generations. Why are we not encouraging them to lead our District in a new, 
dynamic direction?  Surely, if there is going to be a future for Rotary, it needs to be the 30 
somethings who take the organisation forward. Paul Harris was 37 when he founded the 
first Rotary group in Chicago. When was the last time  a 37-year-old was invited to be a 
Governor of District 9640? 

“Ooops” Have I “upset the apple cart”?  As long as I believe there is validity in my opinion, 
I am not concerned and I will continue to voice it. That is a privilege of someone really old. 
I wont be around for too much longer to worry about it. 

Since my last missive, we have a new federal government. I have to say that I believe it was 
time for a  change. It remains to be seen whether the party now in charge has within its 
ranks, someone with the ability to effectively manage a very difficult economic situation. I 
don’t see in the background of Treasurer Chalmers, the talents of a Paul Keating. 

It is that time again. The 16th and 17th of June  is Science and Engineering Challenge. This 
superb programme of setting technical puzzles for Year 10 and 11 students  has since 2005, 
been helping hundreds of students to focus their thoughts on entering a STEM career.    
Initiated at the University of Newcastle, for the 16 years that Ashmore Rotary has been 
involved  we have seen a  constant  flow of (mostly)  enthusiastic  students  participate  in a       
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variety of projects designed to test their knowledge of the sciences and their innovative skills. For the first time since inception, we will 
be at a different venue. The event is moving to St Stephen’s College at Coomera. As an industrial chemist, I was  attracted to this     
project from the beginning and have participated most years since. It is rewarding to see how the students tackle a variety of tasks and to 
be able to guide them, not with direct help, but with small clues on how to think about the problem at hand. 

Ian Wilson is still looking for volunteers to work on those two days. Both days, all day or half a day. Whatever time you can afford. I 
am sure you will find it a rewarding experience. Please contact Ian on 0412 097 307 or ianwil@bigpond.net.au. 

I draw your attention to the meeting information on Page 1. To honour the work of the University of Newcastle staff and those at     
Griffith University in arranging the Science & Engineering Challenge, we have invited two students from Griffith University who will 
present “Women in Engineering”. We also welcome Professor Richard  John, a pioneer in STEM education who in 2020, was           
recognised at the Universities Australia “Teacher of the Year” awards, and the university’s STEM Outreach Manager, Anita Hazel. 
Please make an effort to be at our meeting on Wednesday, the 15th to show our support for this valuable educational initiative. 

Finally this week, I make mention of the Guess who’s Coming to Lunch held on Sunday, the 29th of March. The hosts, Brad & Helen 
Francis and Harry & Phillipa Pampel, welcomed Sue Plummer, Marcia Waller, Elaine Williams and Ian & Ros Wilson; Pat Fleming & 
Oliver, Robyn Schatz, Joan Adams, Janet and me respectively. Unfortunately Carol Reinhardt and Margaret were unable to attend due 
to illness.  It was unanimous that the hosts did a magnificent job with both the food and the conversation making for a very pleasant 
afternoon. There was a resounding vioce that this event format be scheduled annually. 
MICHAEL HYLAND  

   

The Griffith University and Rotary Club of Ashmore are pleased to present the 

award-winning Science and Engineering Challenge. 
 

The  Chal-
lenge 2022 

d 

Coast  

Sci- ence 

and En-

gine 
 

 

The Science and Engineering Challenge (SEC) is a nationwide outreach program inspiring school students to consider a 

future in STEM. The SEC delivers a unique, accessible program in every Australian State and Territory, introducing over 

30,000 students annually to practical, hands-on applications of STEM through design-and-build ‘challenge’ activities. 

At SEC event days, students work in teams to solve real-world challenges, from building an earthquake resistant tower, to 

optimising networks for high-speed rail, and sending encrypted messages with light. SEC event days foster teamwork, build 

problem solving and collaboration skills, and provide insights into future STEM careers to support the workforce needs of 

the future. 

Our program is extremely proud to see over 55% rural and remote students, 50% female student participation and over 5% 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander involvement nationally every year! 

In 2022 the Gold Coast Science and Engineering Challenge will take place on June 16/17 2022  at    St Stephens College 

Coomera. We will see up to 250 students per day and would like you to be a part of this inspirational day.  

 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF ASHMORE CHANGEOVER DINNER  

Will be held on WEDNESDAY, the 29th of June 

6:00 for 6:30 at the Southport Gold Club  

Slatyer Avenue Southport 4215 

$40-00 

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/about-uon/governance-and-leadership/faculties-and-schools/faculty-of-engineering-and-built-environment/science-and-engineering-challenge/about-us/our-activities
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Last year our Rotary Club  supported the Youth Music Venture through a High Tea organised by Pat, 
Marcia & Denise. 

It is a wonderful organisation & if you want to find out more please visit their web site. 

They would be grateful if you could support their “ HOTA Showcase Concert”  to be held on June 18 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Happy Wedding Anniversary 
to 

Gary & Saskia Bartsch on the 1st of June 

and 

Happy Birthday to Saskia on the 14th 

 

It is a club anniversary for Joan Adams 

on the 6th 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or 
is in need of help, please contact 

Joan Adams on: 

Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 
 

Broadbeach 

Inner 

Wheel 

Eight to a Table  

WE WANT TO 

FILL 

TWO 

TABLES 

CONTACT 

DENISE 

on 

denise@ studdymatch.co.au 


