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FORMAL MEETING SCHEDULE 

Date Venue Duty Team Guest Speaker/Event 

13 Oct ARCC GOLD Joint Meeting  with e-Club NextGen 
“Lift the Lid” Hat Day 

20 Oct ARCC RED Phil Fairweather: The Rotary Foundation 

27 Oct ARCC GREEN Joint Meeting with Parkwood R.C.  

3 Nov ARCC GOLD T.B.A. 

17 Nov ARCC RED T.B.A. 

MEETINGS  FOR NOVEMBER WILL BE HELD ON THE 1st & 3rd WEDNESDAY 

The above arrangements may change as the date approaches. Check future issues for the latest information. 

Please Note: All raffles held at club meetings will be CASH ONLY  

 

The Joint meeting of 

The Ashmore Rotary Club 

& 

The Rotary Club NextGen 
Will be held at  

The Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 

133 Currumburra Road, Ashmore 

on Wednesday the 29th September 2021 

If you do not intend to be at the meeting, please contact 

Robin Schatz on 0439 794 092 or email to 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Malaria Vaccine approved by WHo 

This week’s Menu 

Each week we will endeavour to 
advise the meal that is planned at 
ARCC. Should you require some-
thing different we may be able to 
assist or you may wish to bring 
something from your own kitch-
en. 

On Wednesday 13th October 

Vietnamese 

The approval by the World Health Organisation for the use of a vaccine in an attempt to 
reduce the incidence of malaria is a major breakthrough that will save millions of lives in 
most tropical regions of the world. 

Attempts to find a vaccine to alleviate this deadly disease began early in the 20th century 
but all efforts by some of the world’s leading research facilities have failed to  defeat this 
tiny but deadly insect. Much of the difficulty has been that there are a variety of mosquitos 
found throughout the world such that while some progress has been made with one species 
there has been no success with others. 

Finally, GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) has developed a vaccine that has the proven ability to 
render immune, children living in areas where the P falciparum strain is prevalent. Proving 
trials were carried out in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi. It is expected that up to four doses of 
the vaccine will be necessary and be coupled with existing prevention procedures such as   
insecticide treated bed nets, The recommendation is that vaccination should target children 
between the ages of five and seventeen months. 

This is not the end of malaria; but it is a major step forward in the eradication of the        
disease. Read more in the Editor’s article on Page 3.  
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Report of the Meeting held on the 6th of  October 2021 

There were 16 members and 7 guests attended this meeting. The guests were: 

Glen Norris representing  Volunteer Marine Recue, Queensland. 

Sue Secombe representing St Margaret’s Parish, Nerang Community Arm. 

Siska & Deborah representing Silver Bridle Action Group. 

Son-in-law, Nick & Daughter, Kara introduced by Father, Bradley Francis. 

Elaine Williams, past member and still Ashmore Rotary Club Raffle coordinator. 

The meal was served at 18:30, comprising of a choice of Quiche with salad & 
potato salad followed by a choice of Ice Cream. 

The formal section of the meeting, chaired by Bradley Francis, began at 18:55. 

• Brad Francis: Chairman for the evening, led in reciting The Four-Way Test. 

 Introduced the above guests, informing the meeting that each of the first four 
guests represented an organisation that had, this year, received financial    
support from the  Rotary Club of Ashmore. 

 Glen Norris is President of the Southport Volunteer Marine Rescue Group. 
He thanked the club for funding the purchase of an Automatic External           
Defibrillator (AED) that has already been used to save the life of a rescued 
person. 

 Volunteer Marine Rescue is the biggest rescue organisation in Australia. It is 
not Government funded, relying on the support of businesses, service         
organisations and membership fees from the boating community.  As the 
name implies, Southport boasts 130 active volunteer members, manning the 
tower and craft on a 24 hour basis, 7 days each week and 52 weeks each year. 
To date  in 2021 Southport VMR has performed over 1,000  marine rescue 
activations: an increase of 23% over 2020. Many of theses activations are due 
to the fact that the population has been unable to travel for holidays so have 
purchased a boat …… any boat. Many rescues have been on unseaworthy 
craft, piloted by inexperienced sailors, assuming that the craft they have just 
purchased on Ebay, doesn’t leak; has a motor in good working order and is 
fully equipped with all safety appliances. Glen quoted a novice yachtsman 
who launched his boat, sailed off shore and capsized. He called VMR and was 
informed that they were unable to help until the tide lifted his craft. Rescue 
500 was to a newly-purchased yacht that sailed out into Moreton Bay,       
experienced 30 knot winds and a 2.5 metre swell so dropped sail, had an   
engine failure and was drifting out to sea. With the help of  a helicopter the 
yacht was located; the aircraft directed VMR to the craft. Return to shore in 
those weather conditions was a slow and hazardous exercise. The yacht is 
now for sale. 

 Glen thanked the club for the ongoing support over many years and invited 
the club to use the facilities at their base as has been the case many times in 
the past. 

 Sue Secombe is Head of the St. Margaret's Parish Church, Nerang Welfare 
Programme and works closely with the school welfare officer at the Nerang 
State High School. This is a school where there is a large proportion of     
students from homes experiencing financial difficulties. Typical of this is the 
story of a Year 10 student and his younger brother who’s mother has left 
home and a father who is rarely seen. The student works 48 hours each week 
and keeps house for himself and his brother as well keeping up with his study. 

 Ashmore Rotary Club provides revenue to help purchase student uniforms, sports clothing and equipment and food for lunches. The 
school supplies many students with breakfast and food parcels for other meals. The St. Margaret’s group has a close partnership with 
the Ashmore R.C. in a mission to save children. 

 Siska is the Vice President and Deborah is the Treasurer of the  Silver Bridle Action Group of Molendinar. Molendinar is the largest 
area with low-cost housing on the Gold Coast. Particularly during the pandemic, many of the residents has suffered financial         
difficulties with only 50% of the  residents working full time. 

 Silver Bridle Action Group began operating in 1992 and opened a Food Bank in 2019. Since 2020, the organisation assists 139 clients 
and distributes 1,027 food hampers. A food collection programme from Coles supermarkets is the main source of food and other 
goods with collections on Monday to Wednesday, sorting on Thursday and distribution on Friday. The community hall provides a 
venue for games programmes. On the last Saturday of the month, a community lunch is arranged. 

 Siska thanked the Rotary Club of Ashmore for financial support over many years. 

•  Brad Francis: Commenting on the presentations by our visitors; “it is pleasing to know where money gained from our voluntary 
work is utilised”. 

 Diplomatic questions have been asked of the administrator of the Gold Coast Show with regards to payment of the fee for undertaking 
the Car Park duty on the three days of the Show. It was revealed that all income was passed to the Gold Coast Show Society. The          
administrator has undertaken to follow up the matter with the Society. 

 Candice Olivier of the Gold Coast Passport Club has been requested to assist R.C. Ashmore to establish Social Media policies and 
procedures.  

 Denise Payne: Reiterated the appreciation of members for the efforts on the night’s speakers, giving us an insight into the fine work      
carried out by their volunteers working for the benefit of the community. One of those tireless workers continues to undertake charity 
work across the spectrum. Elaine Williams, whilst  no  longer  a full member of the Rotary  Club  of  Ashmore, is still involved with  

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 

Social & Volunteer Calendar to November 
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR    
DIARY OF THE DATES OF UP-COMING EVENTS 
LISTED  BELOW: 

Wednesday 13th October 

Joint Meeting with E-Club NextGen - Hat Day 

“Lift the Lid”  on Mental Illness 

Sunday 24th October 

Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings Southport 

Volunteers required: contact Brian McAllan 

Wednesday, 27th October 

Joint Meeting with R.C. Parkwood & Scenic Rim 
Rotoract  Club. 

Wednesday 20th October 

Phil Fairweather:  THE ROTARY FOUNDATION 

Saturday 30th October 

Cocktail Party at the Payne residence 

Wednesday 1st December 

Christmas Raffle @ “Q” Centre.  

Volunteers required: Contact Ian McPherson 

Ticket sales will also take place at Ashmore City 
Shopping Centre. Dates to be confirmed. 

 

All of the above events will continue to be advertised 
on Page One of this publication under: 

“ATTENTION: EVENT DETAILS” 

Collectables 
Bottles - plastic and glass, Cans with the 10c return 
bar code:            ALL MEMBERS 

Tea Bag Tags to:          HEATHER 
YARKER 

 Stamps to:             IAN McPHER-
SON 

Bread Clips to:             T.B.A. 

Aluminium Ring Pulls to:            T.B.A. 

Spectacles & Sunglasses:            BRIAN McAL-
LAN 

Cane Toads: Frozen, see procedure at  wa-
tergum.org. call for pick-up to:              
  MICHAEL HYLAND 
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Report of the Meeting held on the 6th of  October 2021 CONTINUED FROM Page 2 

the Club’s activities;  as demonstrated by her present efforts to acquire prizes for the Christmas Raffle. In recognition of her efforts, the 
Board of R.C. Ashmore have unanimously voted the appoint Elaine as an Honorary member of the Club. 

• Elaine Williams: Thanking the Board for the appointment as an Honorary member, Elaine quickly turned to the important matter of 
the Alzheimer's Party. Although Covid-19 restrictions will prevent the event from proceeding in 2021, the distribution of Gift Bags as 
occurred in 2020, will again take place. Again it is intended that the bag will include a popular item of a small tin of Shortbread      
Biscuits. Donations of tins of the biscuits will be appreciated. 

• Ian Wilson: It has been arranged for Bocce Court surface replacement to take place next Wednesday morning, the 10th of October at 
08:00. Volunteers armed with shovels are requested to attend. 

• Julie Hoskison: reported an update on the delivery of the Five Food Hampers to Fiji. Delivery occurred last week with sufficient food 
to feed 24 people for the month.  In line with the organisation’s policy of “even handed treatment”, the hampers were allocated thus: 

    Two to Fijian families, two to Indian families and one to a Muslim family. 

• Brian McAllan: If members intend to assist at the Bunning Barbecue on Sunday, the 24th of October, please email your intention to 
blmcallan@gmail.com EVEN If you have indicated your intention verbally, PLEASE re-advise with an email. 

From the Editor’s Desk 

The news that GlaxoSmithKline have developed a vaccine to immunise children will be greeted with joy throughout the sub-Sahara    
regions of the African continent. Whilst still in its early stages of release, there is the hope that the vaccine will be suitable for             
administering to all countries where malaria in endemic. 

One of the reasons why the GSK vaccine may not have universal success is that there are over 3,000 species of mosquito and developing 
a vaccine that will work across all species of the parasite has proven to be challenging. 

The Institute of Glycomics at Griffith University has had success using a novel  approach and is in the process of arranging proving     
trials. The next twelve months will be a nervous but exciting time for the Institute. I have contacted Graham Jones, Chairman of the    
District 9640 Malaria Vaccine Project, to request permission to include in this newsletter, a copy of a Project Status   Report by Professor 
Michael Good AO and published on the District 9640 web site, giving an update on the status of the project. 

If you wish to read and understand more  of the history, challenges and progress of the Malaria Vaccine Project go to the  Infectious  
diseases section of the Institute for Glycomics web site. 

I believe that I may have jumped the gun in naming Elaine Williams as an Honorary Member of the Ashmore Rotary Club in a previous 
issue of this newsletter. I got the information  from “a reliable source” and assumed that I had previously  been away or asleep  when the 
news was broken. Well, it is now official and I can add my formal congratulations to Elaine. No-one deserves it more. Elaine has been a 
tireless worker for the club for many years, sometimes risking her health to achieve her demanding objectives. She has dedicated her time 
to the wellbeing of others for years. The St John’s Drop-in Centre - now “the St. John’s Crisis Centre; The Alzheimer’s Christmas Party; 
St Matthew’s Nerang High School Project and almost any other organisation working to improve the lives of the Gold Coast community. 
Thank you Elaine, it is a pleasure to work with you. 

I am reminded of my mother’s sister, “Aunt Rose” who had a similar demeanour to Elaine. Rosina Burrett had a gruff manner but was 
really a quite kindly person. She worked hard with her church in the village of Addington, Surrey to help a community from the crowded 
areas of nearby Croydon after a Luftwaffe attack targeting civilians. Many of those who lost their homes were moved to Addington and 
other nearby villages and were desperately in need of all manner of help. A brief anecdote: on one of the occasions of our return to     
England, shortly after the Millennium; Aunt Rose was nearing her 100th birthday. She had been unwell but was recovering so we decided 
to visit her in her cottage at a Seniors Residential Complex. She was sitting in her big old armchair in the lounge, looking out at her    
garden. She looked at us without obvious recognition so I walked to her, knelt down, rested my arms gently on her knees and said “Hello, 
Aunt Rose; I’m Michael, Elsie’s boy. Do you remember me?” She gave me an angry look “Of course I do, you fool”.  A month or so later 
she got her card from the Queen and died a couple of months before her 101st birthday. That memory came to me painfully recently 
when her son, my favourite cousin, died aged 88. 

We have our next Bunnings Barbecue on Sunday, the 24th of October. Names to Brian McAllan please. This is the third notice of this 
event in this week’s newsletter. Brian’s email address in on this page, above. 

Also, a reminder that we have a joint meeting this week with the e-club NEXTGEN. This coincides with Lift-the-Lid on Mental Health: 
Hat Day. Australian Rotary Health’s annual Fundraising Day. Denise  is asking us to support this day by wearing a funny hat. 

Michael Hyland  

Self-care and Wellbeing Workshop  

Presented by Lifeline, residents are invited to participate in an online workshop to 
explore the importance of seeing ourselves as worthy of the same care and com-
passion we show others.  
 
Online: Tuesday 12 October 2021, 5.30pm to 7.30pm 
 
This workshop will cover understanding self-care, setting boundaries, noticing 
stress and warning signs as well as developing a self-care plan. 
 
Places are limited. To secure you place, scan the QR code, register at 
www.cityofgoldcoast.com.au/wokshops or phone 07 5581 6642. 
 
If you have any questions, please email us at cityconnect@goldcoast.qld.gov.au 
 
We want our workshop to be as accessible as possible, please let us know if you 
have any accessibility requirements when you register. 

https://vision6.mycommunitydirectory.com.au/ch/53882/1ch73/2893661/Pc5mKrtOo7WUjvqMwuNSDZi0xWTBBFYaFrv8QsZc.html
mailto:cityconnect@goldcoast.qld.gov.au
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Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in 

need of help, please contact 

Joan Adams on: 

Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 

IAN WILSON 

WHO IS CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY TODAY 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

JOHN & IRENE STANFIELD 

WHO HAVE A WEDDING ANNIVAERSARY 

ON THE 12TH OF OCTOBER 

To give you an idea of the help that Silver Bridle undertakes in the Molendinar area,  

Brian has provided a couple of posters put out by the organisation 
 

 

Please excuse our publishing  skills. We left our brains and technology back in the 20th Century 


