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Date Venue Duty Team Guest Speaker/Event 

28 Jul ARCC GREEN Bradley Schatz: Internet Security 

4 Aug ARCC GOLD Glenn Norris: Volunteer Marine Rescue 

11 Aug ARCC RED Danielle Stanisic/Winter Okoth:  
Griffith Institute Of Glycomics - vaccines 

18 Aug ARCC GREEN Candice Olivier: Rotary Passport Club 

25 Aug ARCC GOLD T.B.A. 

1 Sep ARCC RED T.B.A 

The above arrangements may change as the date approaches. Check future issues for the latest information. 

Please Note: All raffles held at club meetings will be CASH ONLY  

 

The next Meeting of 

The Ashmore Rotary Club 

Will be held at the 

Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 

at 6:00 for 6:30 pm on Wednesday the 28th July 

To assist with catering 

Please advise of your intention to attend to: 

Contact: Robyn  Schatz: 

SMS: 0439 794 092 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Q & A Sessions postponed 

This week’s Menu 

Each week we will endeavour to 
advise the meal that is planned 
at ARCC. Should you require 
something different we may be 
able to assist or you may wish to 
bring something from your own 
kitchen. 

For Wednesday 

28th July 

The planned meal is -   

Main Course:   Pasta 

Dessert:  Surprise 

Covid -19 disrupts District plans 
Once again, Covid - 19 has thrown a spanner in the works  of the Rotary organisation 
with it now necessary to postpone the Q & A sessions advertised in a letter from the 
District Governor in published in Issue 62 of Ashmore in Action. 

The meetings postponed are those scheduled to be held at: 

• Warwick on Saturday, the 14th of August 2021 

• Gold Coast on Sunday, the 22nd of  August 2021 

The postponement is as a result of the NSW/Queensland border closures which prohibit 
the Training Team travelling into Queensland. 

The event scheduled for Ballina will be held as planned. 
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Report of Meeting of  the 21st July 2021  

BY ROB DESHON 

16 members plus two guests, Jarryd Harris and Jane Welsh, gathered in the relative warmth of ARCC to watch the announcement on the 
big screen of Brisbane as the 2032 venue for the Olympic Games.  The IOC chairman did a better job on pronouncing  Brisbane than his 
predecessor did with Siddennay, so we are off to a good start.  If Brisbane can match Sydney’s effort, we will do very well indeed. 

Chairman Brian started the meeting with some historical data for 21st July.  On this day in 356 BC, Herostratus torched the Temple of 
Artemis (one of the seven wonders of the world)  in Ephesus.  It was also the day on which France surrendered in North Vietnam in 
1954, and Apollo11 left the moon to return to earth in 1969. 

Our guest speaker, Jane Welsh, was introduced by her good friend and fan, Ian Yarker.  Jane was the first Rotary Peace Scholar to be 
selected from our District, and she was sponsored by RC Ashmore in 2007.  At that time, there were 70 Rotary World Peace Scholars 
selected each year, and they studied Peace and Conflict Resolution at seven campuses around the world.  One of those campuses was, 
and still is, in Brisbane, but under the rules for this The Rotary Foundation programme, all participants had to  attend a Peace Centre  
outside of their own country.  Jane studied at the University of North Carolina and Duke University, which together made up one of the 
seven.  Peace Fellows at that time were all post graduate students, and all had had a few years of post graduate experience, so the courses 
were Masters programmes for mid-career development.  Jane’s Masters was in Anthropology and Peace and Conflict at University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  All Rotary Peace Scholars do field experience as part of the programme, and Jane did hers at the WHO in 
Switzerland, working on female genital mutilation, and was instrumental in  getting a ban on this practice passed by the UN.   

In addition to their academic studies and their field experience, Peace Scholars were involved with networking and with  workshop    
seminars, culminating in a final seminar at which they presented their Masters Thesis. 

Over the years, 1400 individuals from 115 countries have participated in the programme.  These days, there are 50 Masters Fellowships 
and 80 Certificate (undergraduate) Fellowships each year, the latter taking place in Uganda and Thailand. TRF pays for tuition, travel, 
accommodation, insurance, conferences and other contingencies. 

Jane’s networking took her to the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, and she attended conferences in Sweden, Hungary, 
and the US.  During her course she was awarded the Polgar Prize in Applied Anthropology in recognition for her work on acid attack 
violence in Bangladesh and India, and the CV Starr award for excellence.  She went on to work at the UN in Vienna and with a          
reproductive health organisation in America. 

She graduated in 2009, and was married in 2010.  Her husband, Eric, is a climate change economist. They have lived in Saudi Arabia, 
where Eric worked with the King Abdullah Energy Research Group.  After Saudi Arabia, they moved to France, then Germany, before 
returning to Oz in February this year. 

Jane is involved with helping a Disabled Persons Training Centre in Cambodia, which helps blind and deaf women, and with a         
Cambodian Womens’ Support Group.  Even though her career has taken her to the UN, WHO, and the World Bank, she finds this work 
in Cambodia enormously satisfying. 

And we should be enormously satisfied to have started this impressive lady off on her quest to make the world a better place. 

Ken Cowan moved a sincere vote of thanks to Jane.  He pointed out that it was 100 years ago, in 1921, when Rotary adopted world peace 
as a Rotary goal.  He quoted the mantra “Rotary creates the environment where peace can happen”. 

The raffle was won by Greg. 

Rob encouraged members to come along next week to hear Bradley Schatz’ talk on internet security, a subject we should all find very 
interested. 

From the Editor’s Desk 

The above is a hard act to follow both in structure and content. Thanks to Rob and the previous week, to Justine for their meeting 
notes. All I have to do is copy and paste. 

I was disappointed not to be at the meeting on Wednesday. I met Jane briefly during her previous visit to Ashmore R.C. and was   
looking forward to her experiences since her appointment as a Rotary Peace Scholar. Although I had a commitment on Wednesday 
afternoon, I was expecting to be back on the Gold Coast by 7 pm but nature had stepped in. I was amongst the 34,000+ crowd at Lang 
Park Stadium on Saturday to see the Australian Rugby Team narrowly defeat France in an exciting game that left both teams’         
spectators on the edge of their seats until after the final siren. On Sunday I had a “tickle” in my throat and by Wednesday my         
communication ability was at best, like Donald Duck with a fish in his beak. On Thursday, whilst I should have been with a group of 
gentlemen supping coffee and home-made scones, I was queuing at a Covid Testing Station. I was awoken at 1 am on Friday with an 
SMS to tell me that my test was “Negative”. I have to say that the medical profession is doing a remarkable job in controlling this  
horrible virus despite the hurdles they face as a result of the inadequacies of our Federal Government. 

My feelings regarding the award of the 2032 Summer Olympics to Brisbane are mixed. The increasing commercialisation of sport has 
removed the ability of  many nations  to afford such a massive event. When one looks at the history of the Games, it is only those 
Countries with strong economies (with the exception of Greece in 2004) that have been able to afford the cost. The 2032 Games will 
be our third effort with only the USA hosting more (5) events and France and the UK  level with Australia also hosting three. The 
USA (4) and France (3) have also hosted multiple Winter Olympics. Not that I am likely to be around in 2032, but it is hoped that a  
primary, long-lasting advantage will be an improvement to the transport infrastructure of south east  Queensland. 

Have any members, other than Brian or Pat used the recycling facility yet? I am interested to hear of your experience. Is it “user 
friendly? Would a dummy like me be able to use it? The Scheme ID is C10482448. I hope to try the process out this week and will 
report back on the ease - or otherwise - of use. 

On Page 3 of this issue, I have shown the current status of our Kiva account. With income from our outstanding loans, I have managed 
to invest in four more projects. Prior to handing the Kiva account to me, Denise was concurrently operating an account for District 
9640. Denise offered that account back to District personnel but there is apparently no interest. I will take this up with our responsible 
Director, Pat to work out a way of transferring that account to Ashmore Rotary. 
Michael Hyland 



 

Collectables 
Bottles - plastic and glass, Cans with the 10c    
return bar code to:           ALL MEMBERS 

Tea Bag Tags to:           HEATHER 
Stamps to:             IAN McP 

Bread Clips to:            T.B.A. 

Aluminium Ring Pulls to:           T.B.A. 

Spectacles & Sunglasses:           BRIAN 

Cane Toads: Frozen - in plastic bag see                
procedure at  watergum.org. call for pick-up to: 
     MICHAEL 

Social & Volunteer Calendar to October 
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR 
DIARY OF THE DATES OF UP-COMING EVENTS 
LISTED  BELOW: 

Sunday 22nd August   

Gold Coast Potters: Father’s Day Barbecue 

Saturday 28th August 

Baby Shower for Justine Dillon’s Daughter 

See page 3 for details. 

Wednesday 29th September 

Visit of the District Governor 

Saturday 30th October 

Cocktail Party at the Payne residence 

 

All of the above events will continue  to be         
advertised on Page One of this publication under: 

 

ATTENTION: EVENT DETAILS 
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Botanical Bazaar 

Next Saturday & sunday 

 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is 
in need of help, please contact Joan Adams on: 

Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

No birthdays but: 

Club Anniversaries tomorrow 

For 

Lesley McAllan 

and 

Ros Wilson  



 Kiva Loan Project   Update No     2   

            Loan Time     
No. Name Status Country of Origin Loan Start Date  (mths) Repaid Comment 

1 Mildred Single Philippines $125 12/12/20 8 100% Finished  

2 Neives Single Philippines $125 12/12/20 8 100% Finished  

3 Yamilet Single Nicaragua $1,325 13/01/21 20 17% +12% 

4 Bernadette Single Burkina Faso $1,500 22/12/20 9 0% Struggle 

5 Thanh Yen 43: Mrs Xong Group  Vietnam  $3,300 18/06/21 14 0% 0% 

6 Zeinegul Single Kyrgystan $2,375 17/03/21 26 0% 0% 

7 Jenine Single Palestine $4,000 24/06/21 37 0% 0% 

8 Gabriela Single  Timor-leste $500 20/05/21 14 0% 0% 

9 Seng Single Cambodia $1,975 09/06/21 38 0% 0% 

10 Mujeris Valientes Group  Paraguay $4,550 25/02/21 9 66% +33% 

11 Piroy Group  Paraguay $4,025 25/02/21 9 33% +17% 

12 La Esperanza Group  Paraguay $4,150 23/02/21 9 50% +34% 

13 Single Lotovale Samoa $1,250 17/09/20 Default 36% Lost 

14 Rodeo Agriculturist Group  Honduras $10,000 13/05/21 13 0% 0% 

15 Renacer De Granillos Group  Honduras $8,300 12/05/21 13 0% 0% 

16 Sierra Morena Comm Bank Nicaragua $8,000 03/05/21 25 0% 0% 

17 Shikama Tcb Group  Rwanda $9,600 29/03/21 6 18% +43% 

18 Simbira Group  Congo $9,525 30/03/21 6 22% +44% 

19 Noong Luong Group  Vietnam $2,450     6% Funding  

20 Marcelina Single Timor-leste $600     62% Funding  

21 Sreytouch Single Cambodia $1,500     41% Funding 

 Colour Key: Report       

 Accumulating Loan All loans are $25.00: Numbers 20 to 22 were allocated on 23-07-21.  

 No Progress Number 14: has been listed by Kiva as "Default" and can be listed as lost. 

 Progress Numbers 5 & 7 to 10 do not show on our loan list. Will enquire of Kiva. 

 Paid up        

 Not started        

  23 July 2021               
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Kiva is a non-profit organisation, based in San Francisco with offices in Portland, Nairobi and Bangkok. Kiva works with microbanks 
throughout the developing world, assisting individuals and groups who have either no access to banking  facilities or do not qualify for a 
loan through a registered banking organisation. 

Money is raised through crowdfunding to help in particular, citizens in developing countries to become self-sufficient and in the process 
enhance the economic situation in their communities. 

The standard, individual loan amount is $25. There are presently 4 million borrowers in 77 countries being funded by 1.9 million lenders. 
$1.61 billion in loans have been funded through Kiva. The repayment rate is 96.3%. 

Records indicate that since 2013, the Ashmore Rotary Club has made 109 loans to citizens in 39 countries. As of this week, we are    
funding 21 loans (@ $25 = $525). As loans are repaid, we relend to other applicants. In general we, the club, select to whom our money 
goes. In the past, it has usually been the administrators of the scheme (Kim, Denise, Justine and more recently, Michael) to allocate the 
loans.  

Pat, as  International Services Director, is now responsible for overseeing the working of the scheme.  Monthly reports will update on the 
status of the loans and as they are repaid  - credited back to our account. It had been suggested that as funds become available, members 
be given the  opportunity to select new loans from a list of applicants. 

Shown below are two of our recently selected loan recipients. One is well on the way to repayment, the other close to full funding. 

Left: Thanh Yen 43 Group  is the name of a small village cooperative in the 
Dien Bien District of Vietnam. Mrs Xong, is the at the extreme right of the 
picture. Mrs Xong is 58 year’s old, of ethnic Thai heritage and lives with 
her husband, son and daughter-in-law some 500km west of Hanoi,  about 
10 km from the border with Laos and approximately the same distance 
from Dien Bien Phu. In 1954, this was the scene of the first battle of the 
Vietnamese War when the forces of Ho Chi Minh overran the French 
garrison after a battle lasting 7 weeks. It is now a peaceful but poor area 
with the economy reliant on the agricultural industry. Mrs Xong provides 
for her family with income from the sale  of rice, and products from her 
chickens and a small herd of cattle. Her loan is requested to enable her to 
increase her herd of cattle enabling her the grow her client base. 
 

Right: Marcelina lives in Ermera a village in the mountainous district of 
the same name in the north west region of Timo-leste. Although only 57 
km by road inland from the capital, Dili, the tortuous journey will take 
about 2 hours by truck and the village is therefore practically self-
sufficient. Marcelina concentrates on her business of growing vegetables 
such as pumpkins and red beans for sale at the local market. The request 
is to enable her to purchase manure, fertiliser and farming equipment. 
This is not her first loan. Her previous loan was repaid on time and it is 
expected that this loan will also be repaid promptly.  



Whilst the ongoing COVID crisis continues to affect everyday life, our Operations team continue to 

adapt to ensure that we can respond around the world.  The team are currently scoping responses in 

Yemen (conflict), the Philippines (Taal volcano) and Nepal (flooding), with active responses in Burkina 

Faso, Cameroon and Ethiopia. 

Climate-related disasters, like the recent floods in Germany and wildfires in California, Canada and    

Siberia, illustrate the challenge facing us all. As with COVID-19, it will be the most vulnerable that bear 

the brunt of climate change and it will be left to organisations like ShelterBox to pick up the pieces. Our 

response in Nigeria illustrates this perfectly, where people fleeing conflict are then affected by wildfires, 

followed by floods. 

It is estimated that 1.2 billion people could be displaced by the climate crisis by 2050.  
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One of the Rotary products we rarely think about is the Shelter Box. It is only at times like these, when the monthly newsletter is 
published, does it comes to mind. 

In 2009/10 I spent several months in Kokopo & Rabaul on the island of New Britain, Papua New Guinea, working sometimes   
under the ash cloud of Mount Tavurvur. In 1994 there were simultaneous eruptions of Tavurvur and Vulcan which devastated   
Rabaul and the surrounding region. Vulcan was by for the most violent, raining rock and ash down on the town. Vulcan soon     
became quiet but Tavurvur continues to rumble sending ash and rock into the bay and surrounding land. Fortunately there had been 
warning the day before the 1994 eruptions and most of the population of the town and surrounding villages were evacuated to the 
hills to the west. That is when Rotary came to the rescue. Some 2,000 shelter boxes were shipped in to house those left homeless by 
the eruptions. 

During my stay, I was fortunate enough to spend time with the Kokopo Rotary Club; during which time I visited one of the “new” 
settlements in the hills. 15 years after the event, many people were still living in the shelter boxes. 

We are incredibly lucky to live in this safe, peaceful country! 
I have copied some excerpts from this month’s newsletter that I think might interest you. 

If you didn’t receive the newsletter, contact Denise. 

NIGERIA - CONFLICT/FLOODING/FIRES 

Across the north of Nigeria, many families are living in constant fear of horrific attacks led by non-

state armed groups, like Boko Haram. The ongoing threat of violence has resulted in thousands of 

people fleeing their homes in search of safety. On top of this, thousands have been affected by flash 

flooding across several camps and informal settlements, and wildfires across the Bay states. This 

extreme weather has left men, women and children, already displaced by the conflict, extremely   

vulnerable. 

 

For our sixth project in Nigeria, we’re working again with our partner ACTED.  After severe fires, 

ShelterBox and ACTED are planning on distributing robust “Bama” type shelters to 1000 house-

holds. As the security context is so dynamic, with previously accessible areas becoming inaccessi-

ble (and vice-versa) specific locations will be determined throughout, as the project develops. 

CAMEROON - CONFLICT 

Extremist attacks, severe weather conditions and the impact of coronavirus in the Lake Chad Basin 

have resulted in a dire humanitarian crisis in the Far North region of Cameroon. The area now hosts 

more than 114,000 refugees as well as 320,000 internally displaced people. We have been working with 

our trusted partner IEDA Relief in the Far North region since 2015 and have carried out projects both on

-camp (Minawao Camp), targeting refugees and off-camp, mainly targeting internally displaced people 


