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Date Venue Duty Team Guest Speaker/Event 

09 Jun ARCC GREEN Video - Dr Michael Pyne                       

“Where will all the Koalas Go”  

16 Jun ARCC GOLD State of Origin - Short Meeting 

23 Jun Southport Golf Club ——— Changeover Dinner 

30 Jun ARCC RED The Great Debate 

01 July The World ——— Rotary New Year 

The above arrangements may change as the date approaches. Check future issues for the latest information. 

Please Note: All raffles held at club meetings will be CASH ONLY  

 

This week’s Menu 

Each week we will endeavour to 
advise the meal that is planned at 
ARCC.  

Should you require something 
different we may be able to assist 
or you may wish to bring      
something from your own     
kitchen. 

 

For Wednesday, 9th June 

Pre - dinner nibbles 
Followed by 

Kampong Malay 
No Dessert 

The next meeting of the 

Ashmore Rotary Club 

is at the 

Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 

at 6:00 for 6:30 pm on Wednesday the 26th May 

To assist with catering, please send advice of your intention 
to attend : 

To Robyn  Schatz 

SMS: 0439 794 092 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

What did you do for World Environment Day? 

Nothing? Don’t worry, you are not alone. Perhaps the       
majority of the Australian population did nothing on the 
day.  There is always tomorrow. 

But the publicity leading up to and on that day did remind 
us that the world in general and Australia in particular 
should be thinking AND acting to make an effort to 
reverse the impending  disaster of Global Warning. 

We don’t need Government Support to help the world. We 
ALL can do our own little bit: 

• Plant a native. A Tree, Bush or Shrub—they all help. 

• Awaken our State & Federal Members from their 

complacency. 

• Reduce our reliance on fossil fuels. 

Be positive; if we all do a little bit, collectively it could 
finish up as a BIG BIT. 



Page 2 

 

Collectables 
Bottles - plastic and glass, Cans with the 10c    
return bar code: To Barbara H. 

Tea Bag Tags: To Heather Y. 

Stamps: To Ian McP. 

Bread Clips: To Jan H. 

Aluminium Ring Pulls: To Jan H. 

Cane Toads: Frozen— In plastic bag -  
see procedure at  watergum.org 
To Michael H.  …………….Will pick up 

Social & Volunteer Calendar to June 
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIA-
RY OF THE DATES OF UP-COMING EVENTS 
LISTED  BELOW: 

Wednesday 23rd June: 

Changeover Dinner at the Southport Golf Club. 

Wednesday 30th June: 

Social event at the Centre.   

“The Great Debate”.  Roast dinner. 

Wednesday 29th September 

Visit of the District Governor 

All of the above events will continue  to be         
advertised on Page One of this publication  under: 

ATTENTION: EVENT DETAILS 

Meeting Report for Wednesday, 2nd June 2021.  
COMMENTARY& PHOTOGRAPHS BY GRAHAM CIFUENTES 

Chairperson:  Greg Clogan 

The meeting commenced after dinner at 18:50 with 16  Members and 2 Guests;  

Welcome to Guests: 

After a succulent Vietnamese dinner followed by a vast choice of dessert, 
Greg welcomed our guests, Justine’s partner, Jarryd Harris and guest speaker 
Victoria (Tory) Bakker, who is regarded as the up and coming expert on sub- 
tropical rainforest ecosystems.  

Guest Speaker: 

Rainforests are characterised by high rainfall, two or three strata of foliage, 
over 900m above sea level, and often have long been the home of              
endangered species. Tory then took this opportunity to tell us about her work 
through her business, Forestry Rehabilitation Ecology including the             
rehabilitation of the rainforest areas, in the hope that this will aid the        
recovery of the  threatened wildlife species. 

Tory has also had some involvement in a conservation project in Borneo    
related to the endangered Orangutan . 

Club Business: 
Denise Payne: 

Expressed a genuine thrill as she thanked Tory for her enlightening coverage 
of her complicated field. Tory was presented with and Ashmore R.C. Pen. 
Ian Wilson:  

Took the opportunity in Barbara’s absence, to give the meeting an update on 
Courtney, the young homeless man who was camping adjacent to our 
clubrooms. After replacing Courtney’s bike, which had been stolen, and  
checking   that   his   welfare   had   been   organised  and  feelers  put  out  for  

 accommodation, Ian introduced him to the crew at the Rotary Surfers Sunrise Wheelchair project, and arranged volunteer work for 
him, at which he excels. At least he has someone who expects him to turn up on his days on, and many contacts which hopefully will 
lead to better things for him! 

Bradley Francis: 

 Reported on a call he took from Josephine about the Gold Coast Show in September.  We are not permitted to sell anything food     
related, but have been offered free of charge, a 3m x 3m space for a pavilion if we wish to promote Rotary or it’s work.  

A lively discussion ensued with many ideas being flown, but seeing as how we had all just been steeped in conservation through Tory 
Bakker’s talk, it was suggested we might be able to acquire and sell toy endangered species, orangutans in particular! Denise and   
Bradley were going to follow this up. 

President Norman: 

It was noted that members of the men’s shed had bleached our conveniences, and that they were now “Sanitised, Deodorised, and 
Beautiful”! 

Ran the meeting through the 4 way test, and declared the meeting over at 7.45, but it wasn’t over. 
Bradley Francis: 
Reported that the 49,634 trees had been planted this year, and said that this number had to rise the following year in an attempt to 
compensate for the number that have been cut down to make way for palm oil plantations in the tropics. 

Justine then added that she has been invited by Michael Crandon M.P. to speak in an upcoming Weekend to Country, on the subject 
that she knows best. 

 PDg Heather has had a cleanout and found                          Guest Speaker, Victoria Bakker speaking on Forestry Rehabilitation. Spike listening intently. 

      the Flag of Cambodia for our display. 
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From the Editor’s Desk 

Our recent guest speakers, Justine Dillon and Victoria Bakker prepared us well for yesterday’s World Environment Day; focussing our 
thoughts on the ever-growing emphasis of conservation of our resources. Reluctant as I am to involve this column in politics, I am forced to 
wonder why the leading industrial nations continue to “scratch around the edges” when it comes to real action on climate change. Note that 
I haven’t referred to “governments”. It seems to me that the opposition parties of those nations do a lot of blustering but, when given the 
opportunity, continue with the same rhetoric. I apologise for the above paragraph but I just needed to  let off my “bit of steam”. 

It is up to us, our children and grandchildren to actively support the likes of Justine, Victoria at the “grass routes level and the more famous 
Pete Ceglinski & Andrew Turton (Seabin Project), Greta Thunberg and David Attenborough and the thousands of others at all levels of 
society working  towards the objective  of a greener, minimally polluted and polluting, earth. 

I draw your attention to the Red Panel on Page 4. Joan Adams has taken over the role of Member Welfare. As it says in that panel, If you, 
or you are aware of a member who, is sick or in need of help, please direct a call to Joan. On that subject, please bear a thought for Barbara 
Healey and Graeme Allan  who have both recently spent time in hospital and for Pat Ince, the wife of past member, Ken who is extremely 
unwell and being cared for by family in Victoria. 
I have included an update on the Kiva Project in this issue. Somehow, Denise has talked me into taking over administration of the project, 
much to the chagrin of my wife  who wants me to resume  the dozen projects in and around the house now that my new knees are working 
“like new”. I am in the process of deciding what and where new loans will be issued. I favour trying to restrict loans to our Eastern regions 
(south east Asia, Oceania and Western South America) but if there are other preferences, please let me know. Hopefully, as I gain           
experience, the job will be less time-consuming and less annoying to “ ‘er upstairs”. 
Tomorrow we begin two days of our interaction with the children of the schools participating in the Science & Engineering Challenge. I 
have been involved as a volunteer for many of the years since joining Ashmore Rotary and thoroughly enjoy the experience. I want to thank 
Ian Wilson for the great deal of time and work he has put in since the challenge began in Queensland 17 years ago.  
After two years at President of Ashmore Rotary Club, Norman Coventry is looking forward to relinquishing the reins to Denise. President 
of a Rotary Club at any time is an arduous task  and to complete two consecutive years is extremely draining, and it shows. Norman’s    
tenure has witnessed an extremely difficult national period through drought, floods, and Covid-19 and internally, with a change of meeting 
location and a loss of membership  for a variety of reasons; as well as dealing with health issues still persisting in aftermath of his serious 
road accident a few years ago. Despite the stresses that come with the position and set-backs, he has remained in good spirits and his ability 
to think outside of the circle has left a legacy for the club to build on. I will however not miss his often corny jokes! Thank you Norman for 
your tremendous effort over the past two years and hope that you remain a vibrant member of the Ashmore Rotary Club ……..just find 
yourself a new joke book. 

Finally, I refer you to the pane (no pun intended) below and the invitation to the Changeover Dinner at the Southport Golf Club on the 23rd 
of June. This is a chance to show your appreciation to Norman and a welcome to Denise whilst you enjoy an excellent meal and a drink …. 
or two. 
MICHAEL HYLAND 

Last Chance! 



Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

No Anniversaries or birthdays to celebrate this week 

 

But perhaps we should stop and remember the lives lost 
on this day during OPERATION OVERLORD  on the 

NORMANDY BEACHES on this day in 1944  

 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in 
need of help, please contact Joan Adams on: 

Mobile: 0401 255 883 

Email: joanadms3@optusnet.com.au 
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NOTICES 

SENIORS SAFETY SESSION 

The City, in partnership with the Queensland Police Service and the Office 
of Fair Trading, are offering a free seniors safety session to provide       
information and strategies on keeping safe. 

Date:                             Tuesday 15 June 2021 

Time:                            10.00am – 12.00pm 

Location:                      Tugan Village Community Centre 

                                    414 Coolangatta Road, Tugan 

Registration:                Visit www.cityofgoldcoast.com.au/cityconnect or 
phone 07 5581 6642 

What’s Covered:    Seniors are invited to learn more about: personal safety, 
home and vehicle security, scams, and cyber safety 

           Please visit the above link for further information 

2021 QUEENSLAND SENIORS MONTH 

Did you know that Queensland Seniors Week has changed to a month-long         
celebration - Seniors Month! 

Being held during October 2021, Seniors Month will provide opportunities for people 
of all ages, cultures, and abilities to connect through inclusive events and activities. 

This month-long celebration will continue to provide an opportunity for everyone to 
celebrate the valuable contributions that seniors make to our city and will encourage 
community connections and participation. 

Mayors Free Seniors Concert:       Dates and venue to be confirmed shortly              

Gold Coast Seniors Month Calendar of Events:           If you are hosting a free 
community event during Seniors Month, please let me know and I can promote your 
event through the ‘Seniors Month Calendar of Events.’ 

For more information please visit https://qldseniorsmonth.org.   

Kiva Project ADMINISTERED BY MICHAEL HYLAND 

As you can see in the table below, we are presently funding 19 loans of which 18 are active and one is in default. I have not yet lost 
hope of Lotovale. She wanted the money to purchase cattle. Although the country is presently clear of Covid - 19 (they have had only 
three cases, all have recovered) there is still some nervousness with travel into and out of the Country banned. Lotovale may be 
frightened of losing her business income and is therefore unwilling to repay the balance of her loan. Time will tell.  

Of the outstanding loans, one to a lady in West Africa appears to be in arrears. I have no knowledge of the situation in that Country 
but will investigate. 

In the past, we have chosen the destination of our loans. If this is not completed by an advised date, Kiva assumes that we are happy 
for them to do the allocation. Our last deadline was in March which coincided with the changeover from Justine/Denise and me. Thus 
Kiva allocated our loans. There is now just over $90 in our account, which is the amount that has been repaid by lenders since that 
last allocation. I will wait until the account holds $100 then allocate four $25 units. 

Repeating my intentions outlined in my “Editor’s” article, my intention will be to allocate funds to the regions closest to Australia i.e. 
Oceania, South East Asia and Western South America. I will also trend towards loans to females because it seems to me that they are 
usually more sensible with money. Should members have any issues or suggestions regarding this project, please contact me.   

 Kiva Loan Project       

            
Loan  

Period   

No. Name Status Country of Origin Loan Start Date  (months) Repaid 

1 Mildred Single Philippines $125 12/12/20 8 68% 

2 Neives Single Philippines $125 12/12/20 8 68% 

3 Yamilet Single Nicaragua $1,325 13/01/21 20 17% 

4 Bernadette Single Burkina Faso $1,500 22/12/20 9 0% 

5 Gulinoz Single Tajikistan $375 15/01/20 14 22% 

6 Zeinegul Single Kyrgystan $2,375 17/03/21 26 3% 

7 Tham Single Vietnam $900 15/12/20 26 16% 

8 Los Hijos de Sion Group  Nicaragua $5,000 22/12/20 9 45% 

9 Anderson Single Uganda $1,375 17/01/21 13 27% 

10 Las Guarreras Group  Bolivia $5,025 10/12/20 11 41% 

11 Mujeris Valientes Group  Paraguay $4,550 25/02/21 9 33% 

12 Piroy Group  Paraguay $4,025 25/02/21 9 33% 

13 La Esperanza Group  Paraguay $4,150 23/02/21 9 16% 

14 Single Lotovale Samoa $1,250 17/09/20 Default 36% 

15 Rodeo Agriculturist Group  Honduras $10,000 13/05/21 13 0% 

16 Renacer De Granillos Group  Honduras $8,300 12/05/21 13 0% 

17 Sierra Morena Community Bank Nicaragua $8,000 03/05/21 25 0% 

18 Shikama Tcb Group  Rwanda $9,600 29/03/21 6 18% 

19 Simbira Group  Congo $9,525 30/03/21 6 22% 

http://www.cityofgoldcoast.com.au/cityconnect
https://qldseniorsmonth.org.au/apply-for-a-subsidy/

