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The next meeting of the 

Ashmore Rotary Club 

is at the 

Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 

at 6:00 for 6:30 pm on Wednesday the 12th May 
To assist with catering, 

please advise of your intention to attend to: 

Contact: Robyn  Schatz 

SMS: 0439 794 092 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Date Venue Duty Team Guest Speaker/Event 

19 May ARCC GREEN Steve Towner: Environmental Consulting 

22 May BUNNINGS SOUTHPORT  Volunteers Sausage sizzle : Refer to email from Rob Deshon 

26 May ARCC GOLD Justine Dillon: NATIONAL SORRY DAY 

09 Jun ARCC RED Tim Buttons: THE LOCAL SEARCH 

16 Jun ARCC GREEN State of Origin - Short Meeting 

The above arrangements may change as the date approaches. Check future issues for the latest information. 

Please Note: All raffles held at club meetings will be CASH ONLY  

This year, District 9640 has broken with tradition to hold the annual conference as a one-
day session; held at the Twin Towns Conference & Function Centre in Tweed Heads. 

The morning began outside the building with a Pipe Band  marching from the memorial on 
Wharf Street to the main entrance of the Centre on the lake side of the building. 

The conference was held in the comfortable theatre of the Centre with some 300 guests    
attending. Chairperson for the event was Lisa Hunt of the Coomera River Rotary Club. Lisa 
began the opening session with the Ceremonial entry of Rotary International and District 
leaders, the chief guests and guests of honour. This was followed by the entry of the       
Centenary baton and the flags of the host countries of the youth exchange students from the 
District. The flag carriers were participants of the youth exchange scheme over many years. 
The delegates were “Welcomed to Country” by members of the traditional owners, Uncle 
Victor accompanied by Didgeridoo artist, Gary Kafoa. 

The formal opening of the Conference was undertaken by Federal Member of Parliament for 
McPherson, the Hon. Karen Andrews, Minister for Home Affairs.  

A feature of the morning events was a Zoom presentation by Jason Browne of the Rotary 
Club of Pennsylvania State University  and Public Image Coordinator for Rotary Zones 28 
& 29. The subject was M & M’s. The confectionary was a attention phrase. The talk centred 
on how to attract membership in the new environment of multiple distractions by using the 
three M’s.  “Make Membership Memorable”. The address was slick, amusing, informative 
and thought-provoking. I wonder if we could obtain a video of that session! 

Guest Speaker at the District 9640 Conference 2021, Jason Browne. 

Speaking to the Conference delegates from Philadelphia via Zoom 

at 21:30 East Coast USA time 



Page 2 

 

Collectables 
Bottles - plastic and glass, Cans with the 10c    
return bar code: To Barbara H. 

Tea Bag Tags: To Heather Y. 

Stamps: To Ian McP. 

Bread Clips: To Jan H. 

Aluminium Ring Pulls: To Jan H. 

Cane Toads: Frozen— In plastic bag -  
see procedure at  watergum.org 
To Michael H.  …………….Will pick up 
 

Social & Volunteer Calendar to June 
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIA-
RY OF THE DATES OF UP-COMING EVENTS 
LISTED  BELOW: 

Sunday 22nd May: 

Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings, Southport. 07:00– 16:00 

Wednesday 23rd June: 

Changeover Dinner at the Southport Golf Club. 

Wednesday 30th June: 

Social event at the Centre.   

“The Great Debate”.  Roast dinner. 

Wednesday 29th September 

Visit of the District Governor 

All of the above events will continue  to be         
advertised on Page One of this publication  under: 

ATTENTION: EVENT DETAILS 

 

Meeting Report for Wednesday, 12th May 2021. 

Chairperson:  Robin Schatz 

Meeting was opened promptly at 18:30. Speakers were called. 

Heather Yarker: 

 Attended the official opening of the Home of the Arts gallery at Evandale on 
Friday, 7th May. It was a professionally –presented affair with superb snacks 
and plenty of wine. 

 The facility is now open to the public by ticket only with all booking online. 

Brad Francis: 

 Reported on the planting of the Rotary Ashmore Centenary Celebration Tree 
at the Gold Coast Botanic Gardens. The tree, an Elaeocarpus Obovatus 
(Blueberry Ash) was a replacement for the originally requested  Ficus        
Macrophylla (Morton Bay Fig). This tree was not available at the time but 
may be provided at a later date to plant in a different location. Brad will   
follow up. 

 Brad was required to pay Gold Coast Botanic Gardens for the tree. It was 
resolved unanimously that, since the acquisition and planting of the tree was 
approved by the members, the cost should be reimbursed. 

Pat Fleming: 

 Experience has shown that members occasionally do not advise the “A” team 
of their intentions regarding attendance at a meeting. It is then necessary to 
estimate the probable number of meals to purchase. The philosophy being 
that too many meals is a better option than too few. Hence, from time to time 
excess meals are  purchased. These are allowed to cool and are placed in the 
freezer. Some are now close to “Use By Date” and are now available for sale 
at $5 per serve. All meals offered were sold. 

Rob Deshon: 

 Will take on the role of booking Guest for the coming year. This is not an 
easy task and Rob will need help. It is requested that all members contribute 
by approaching neighbours, friends, relatives and business associates who 
may have an interesting hobby, career or experience to take the opportunity 
of a free meal to give a short talk. 

Denise Payne: 

 Confirmed the  difficulties  and  frustrations of  the  Guest  Speaker portfolio 

 Particularly when, as with this evening, a speaker cancels giving less than 48 hours notice. It is planned that, in the coming year,       

alternate weeks will be a club member speaking. This option will therefore ease the pressure of finding weekly speakers. 

 Today is National Limerick Day. What is a limerick? It is a five-line poem (usually comedic) of a single stanza with a strict rhyme of 

AABBBA. There are thousands of limericks, many written by famous authors and many that can’t be recited in this company. A popular 

example is: 

 “A wonderful bird is a pelican 

 It’s beak can hold more that it’s belly can 

 It can take in it’s beak 

 Enough for a week 

 But I’m damned if I see how the hell-he-can”. 

 As the speaker for the night had cancelled,  Denise had asked Pat Fleming, as International Services Director for the coming year, to 

give some background to the international project. 

Pat Fleming: 

 One might think that the international projects undertaken by this club have been a financial burden but that has rarely been the case. 

Perhaps the most expensive was the New Hope Project in Siem Reap, Cambodia. The original budget for a five-room school was 

$30,000. Ashmore Club raised $10,000 and put out a call to others to contribute the balance. The final total raised was approximately 

$4.5 million. The school became 15 rooms, not 5, and three additional buildings housing a training restaurant, a medical clinic and out-

reach centre and a cycle repair shop. That school now teaches 1,300 children and 1,200adults. Other projects have been a Flat-Pack 

schools to a tsunami devastated  area in Phuket, Thailand; renovation of a girls dormitory in Timor Leste, and a Student                      

Accommodation Building in Bhutan. 

 Future projects include continuation of the support of research into Polio eradication, a Malaria vaccine, help to an organisation caring 

for children in Fiji and the ongoing support for the micro-bank of Kiva. 

Chairperson Robyn closed the meeting at 19;25 

This week’s Menu 

Each week we will endeavour to advise the meal that is planned at ARCC. Should you 
require something different we may be able to assist or you may wish to bring something 
from your own kitchen. 

For Wednesday, 12th May — No Information Received 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
I apologise for the lateness of this edition. My usual routine is to 
compile most of the edition on Saturday, finish and publish on Sun-
day. This weekend has taken up by the Conference on (part) of Sat-
urday, the other part was taken up with preparing for the Ashmore 
social function on Sunday. Thirteen Guests were welcomed to our 
“Joint” and, I think, most enjoyed the day. Both Janet and I certainly 
did. The weather was perfect, sunny with a cooling breeze.  
We supplied the venue but much of the success of the day was as a 
result hard work of others. Thanks to the ladies for their              
contributions to the delicious spread and to Ian Mc for his cooking 
skills. And to everybody for their companionship. 
I thoroughly enjoyed the day and after returning the area to the lay-
out expected by my son-in-law, settled down with a (large) glass of 
whiskey (yes, Irish) and fell into bed at 21:30. 
Janet and I enjoyed the Conference format. It was run efficiently, 
running close to time for most of the day. I can’t comment on all as 
we left at 14:30. The theme for much of the morning was “youth”. It 
was a pleasure to see the enthusiasm  amongst the featured younger 
generations. It is at those clubs and clubs that follow their example 
where the future expansion of Rotary lies. It was interesting to hear 
Jason Browne when he encouraged us older generations to remain 
young at heart. The Board are already on the way - see Picture    
Gallery. 
I continue to why a significant proportion of the media continues to 
push television programs made in the 70’s and 80’s and  singers & 
songwriters heard on radio who date back to my teenage days. 
I turned on the TV the other day to see an English TV comedy 
showing. All the actors have been dead for years! 
It seems the “Retro” is a craze that is growing. I see that RACQ is 
now expanding the classic car show. I drove some of those cars 
…… they were rubbish!  
 MICHAEL HYLAND 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Club Anniversary also on the 17th for 

Honorary Member, Jim Carkazis 

And 

A very Happy Birthday to 

P.P. Jan Heap  

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick 
or is in need of help, please contact 

Marcia Waller on: 

Mobile: 0413 730 820 

Email: marcialampshade@gmail.com 

BUNNINGS ROSTER FOR SATURDAY, 22nd MAY 

07:00 ……………. Graham C. & Rob 

08:00 -11:00 ……. Graham C. Graeme A.  Joan, Elaine 

11:00 - 1:30  ……. Pat , Barbara, Heather, Ian Y, Rob. Jaegar (?)  

1:30 - 4:00 (ish) ... Ian McP, Michael, Brian, Denise, Rob. 

Please advise Rob if you are unable to work the times advised. 

Tel:        0418 757 192 

Email:   robdeshon@bigpond.com 

Science & Engineering Challenge 

To be held at Queensland Academy of Health Sciences 

 Monday June 7 and Tuesday June 8 

8.30am to 3pm 

Please advise Ian Wilson if you are able to help as a volunteer on 
the day 

It is a fun activity and a event we have been involved in for 16 
years. 

ianwil@bigpond.net.au 

From Foundation President: John Nigel-Brownlee 

I sent greetings and best wishes to the Club for its                   
anniversary via Ian Wilson. But I sent it to his old email address 
so it bounced. But I was thinking of you and of course missing 
your wonderful fellowship. Keep on enjoying Rotary as it should 
be practiced - helping others and enjoying life. 

We hope to return to Australia after 30 years away,               
Government rules permitting. 

Love and best wished as always. 

John and Diew 

NOTICES 

LETTERS 

From Past President / President Elect 

What a wonderfully enjoyable social event we had on Sunday 
at Michael and Janet’s home. Delicious food, great company , 
good weather and fun. 

A special thank you to Michael and Janet for sharing your 
home with us. 

Denise. 

Picture Gallery 

Ashmore Rotary Club in the 21st Century: Zoom Board Meeting 

F.Y.I. That is Ian Wilson hiding behind the light reflection. 

Picture Gallery continues on Page 4 

mailto:ianwil@bigpond.net.au
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Discussion Groups “A” & “B” 

TWO Workers & a Supervisor 

The Players 


