
Rotary 
People of Action 

Ashmore in Action 
Issue No. 50                         25th April 2021 

A Week of reflection 

        Club Officials for the Year 2020-21               

President: ……………... Norman Coventry 

Vice president: ………...Heather Yarker 

President Elect: ………. Denise Payne 

Treasurer: ………………. Ian Wilson 

Secretary: ………………. Joan Adams 

Service Directors 
Club Service: ……………... Denise Payne 

Community Service: ….. Barbary Healey 

Youth: ………………………. Jan Heap 

Foundation &                                            
International Service: ...Justine Dillon 

Membership: ……………. Norman Coventry 

Vocational Service: …… Robin Schatz 

Support 
Attendance: ……………… Robyn Schatz 

Welfare: …………………… Marcia Waller 

         Elaine Williams 

Club President R.I. President District Governor Assistant Governor 

Norman Coventry Holger Knaack Andy Rajapakse David Bisiker 

In This Issue 

Article Page 

Wednesday Menu 1 

Meeting Report 21-04-21 2 

2020/21 Board Vacancy 3 

  Bye-laws review 4 

Member Questionnaire 5 

R.C. Ashmore Birthday 
Plans 

6 

The next meeting of the 

Ashmore Rotary Club 

is at the 

Ashmore Rotary Community Centre 

at 6:00 for 6:30 pm on Wednesday the 28 th April 
To assist with catering 

Please advise of your intention to attend to: 

Contact: Robyn  Schatz 

SMS: 0439 794 092 

Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 

Date Venue Duty Team Guest Speaker/Event 

28 Apr ARCC GREEN “Pay it Forward” Day 

5 May ARCC GOLD Mothers Day Presentation 

8 May T.B.A. Ashmore R.C. Centenary Baton for the day 

12 May ARCC RED Parkinson’s Disease 

19 May ARCC GREEN Steve Towner: Environmental Consulting 

26 May ARCC GOLD Justine Dillon: NATIONAL SORRY DAY 

2 June ARCC RED Victoria Bakker: FOREST REHAB ECOLOGY  

The above arrangements may change as the date approaches. Check future issues for the latest information. 

Please Note: All raffles held at club meetings will be CASH ONLY  

This week’s Menu 

Each week we will endeavour to 
advise the meal that is planned 
at ARCC. Should you require 
something different we may be 
able to assist or you may wish to 
bring something from your own 
kitchen. 

For Wednesday, 28th April 

The planned meal is: 

Pasta 

 

Notice of a Special General Meeting  

 A Special General Meeting of the Rotary Club of Ashmore will 
be held on Wednesday, 5 May 2021 at 6.30 pm at the       
Ashmore Rotary Community Centre, at 139                         
Currumburra Road, Ashmore. 
President Norman Coventry has drafted several changes to the Club’s bye-
laws. Any queries regarding these changes should be sent to the Secretary, in 

writing, prior to the meeting.  
Apologies, proxy and written votes to be forwarded to the Secretary in    
writing at joanadms3@optusnet.com.au prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 

mailto:joanadms3@optusnet.com.au
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Collectables 
Bottles - plastic and glass, Cans with the 10c    
return bar code: To Barbara H. 

Tea Bag Tags: To Heather Y. 

Stamps: To Ian McP. 

Bread Clips: To Jan H. 

Aluminium Ring Pulls: To Jan H. 

Cane Toads: Frozen— In plastic bag -  
see procedure at  watergum.org 
To Michael H.  …………….Will pick up 

Social & Volunteer Calendar to June 
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY 
OF THE DATES OF UP-COMING EVENTS LISTED  
BELOW: 

Sunday 2nd May 

Sausage Sizzle at Gold Coast Potters Association. 

Volunteer names to Brian McAllan please. 

Wednesday, 5th May 

Rotary Club of Ashmore, Special General Meeting 

Saturday 15th May 

District Conference at Twin Towns Services Club 

Sunday 16th May: 

BBQ at Michael and Janet Hyland’s home.  

Arrangements to be advised. 

Wednesday 23rd June: 

Changeover Dinner at the Southport Golf Club. 

Wednesday 30th June: 

Social event at the Centre.   

“The Great Debate”.  Roast dinner. 

All of the above events will continue  to be advertised 
on Page One of this publication  under: 

ATTENTION: EVENT DETAILS 

Meeting Report for Wednesday, 21st April 2021 
COMPILED BY OUR TRAVELLING CORRESPONDENT,  P.D.G. IAN YARKER 

Jan Heap Chaired the meeting beautifully. 

Our meal was delicious: Vietnamese. 

Jan spoke about National Volunteer month in 2021. 

Volunteers are the heart of our organization. They are the backbone of what we 
do. Without volunteers donating their time and passion to the causes they care 
about, most non-profits would sink. 

National Volunteer month is held in April. It’s a month dedicated to promoting 
and celebrating Volunteerism. In 2021 National Volunteer week is April 18 to 24 
in Canada and USA. Canada led the way by celebrating NVW in 1943 to recognize 
the contributions of women on the home front during WWII. 

Toast to Volunteerism. 

Denise then reported on the survey. 

Highlights include that we need to consider; formality of dress, Rotary 
knowledge, guest speakers, venue access lighting, Board decisions reported to 
membership. 

Ian Wilson advised of the sad passing of Neville Parker. Ian was amazed at the 
lifetime extent Neville’s contribution of Service in his life. 

Pat advise she has Poppies for sale at $2. 

Robyn had for sale 2 jars of prized Rosella jam. The auction resulted in sale at 
$11 and $12. More Jam to come! 

President Norman proposed the toasts; 
Toast to the Queen 

Toast to the Rotary Club of Edinburgh 

Rudyard Kipling lost his son* in the Great War and searched and searched for 
his son’s body. He wrote several odes and poems in his name 

Excerpt of a poem by Rudyard Kipling -1922- The Kings Pilgrimage 

“All that they HAD, they gave 
They Gave 
And they shall not return 
For these are those that have no grave, 
Where any heart may mourn” 
“Let us now remember those who never returned and were never identified in 
war.” 

Other important events 

• Rotary in Australia is 100 years in Australia today. 

• RAAF is 100 years old. 

• HRH Duke of Edinburgh was the first and only Marshal of the RAAF. He was 
a Member of the Rotary club of Edinburgh. 

• Paul Harris birthday on Monday last (1868) 153yrs old. 

• Mother’s Day Craft Market – 2 May 

• Peter Debelak.  Peter is moving to Sydney. 

• DG meeting – Relay, success of cluster, new Robina Town club.  
Board Meeting Report  

Building Repairs: (thanks to Men’s Shed) 

31st Birthday:  Charter Members to cut cake.  

RDU Subscriptions: Increased by 50c – club to absorb the cost – no planned      
increase in fees. 

Baton Relay:   8th May 

Club Admin: Thanks for survey responses & Denise for organising – will 
be reviewed by both Boards. 

Guest Speakers: New mobile phone: 0478 727 660 
Youth : Two nominations for RYPEN Charlotte Eiszele & Lachlan 

Nordstrom. 

Community: $795 from Bunnings BBQ, $273 Recycling, Molendinar  
going well. 

Continued on Page 3 

*Left: 

 Rudyard Kipling’s     
Son, John. 

His father used his 
influence to get his son 
commissioned in the  
Irish Guards - at the 
age of 16 - in August 
1914.  

He was posted to 
France in 1915 and 
was reported as    
missing in action at the 
Battle of Loos in   
September of that 
year. 

He was just 18. 

His body was never 
formally identified 

 

This stone at a CWGC 
cemetery in Haisnes, 
25 km south west of 
Lille, France, has been    
recognised as the last 
resting place of John 
Kipling although there 
is a theory that it  
contains the remains 
of another officer, 
Arthur Jacob of the 
London Irish Rifles. 

No DNA testing has 

confirmed the identity 

of the remains. 
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Board Officer-Elect Vacancy 

Peter Debelak has resigned from the 2021/2022 Board 
as Community Service Director.  

Therefore, to start the new year with a full Board, 
nominations for the position of Community Service 
Director are called for. 

Note: one nomination has been received and an    
election will take place at the Special General     
Meeting if other nominations are received. 

Nominations are to be given to the club Secretary in 
writing by the commencement of the Special General 
Meeting at 6:30 pm on 5 May 2021. 

General Sir John Monash GCMG KCB VD* 

General Sir John Monash GCMG, KCB, VD is widely acknowledged as one of the great Australians. He 
was Australia’s outstanding military and civilian leader as well as a great contributor to Australian life. 
Born to German Jewish parents in 1865 in Melbourne , he was Dux of Scotch College. 

He graduated from Melbourne University with degrees of a Master of Engineering in 1893, a Bachelor 
of Arts and Bachelor of Law in 1895 and a Doctor of Engineering in 1921. 

Before WW1 he became a renowned expert in reinforced concrete construction. 

During the war he led a brigade at Gallipoli and was noted for his brilliant command of the Australian 
Army corps in France which resulted in a number of major victories including a famous victory at  
Hamel Hill where, with meticulous planning and the concerted use of infantry, artillery, tanks and 
aircraft was regarded within the British divisional commanders as a model of clarity. 

He was knighted on the battlefield by King George V, the first time in more than 200 years that this 
had been done. 

Post war he was the first General Manager of Victoria’s State Electricity Commission and later       
became Vice Chancellor of the University of Melbourne. 

As well as being a charter member of the Rotary Cub of Melbourne at its founding on 21st April 1921, 
he became their second President in 1922-23. 

He was the principal organiser of the annual Anzac Day observance and led the construction of the 
Shrine of Remembrance there. 

He died in 1931 and an estimated 300,000 mourners attended his State Funeral. 

• Editor’s Note: For those of us - which includes me - the definition of the  Post-nominal  letters   of Sir John Monash are:- 

• GCMG:  (Knight) Grand Cross of the Order of St. Michael & St. George. Instituted by King George IV during his time as 
Prince Regent to honour Military and Civil citizens serving in the Mediterranean Territories acquired as a result of the 
Napoleonic Wars. The qualification was subsequently extended to include citizens of all countries of the British Empire. 

• KCB:  Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath. Dating back to medieval times when knights, when appointed, were 
subjected to bathing to signify purification. The Order was resurrected by George I  to honour senior military officers for 
“Exemplary Service”.  It has since been extended to those senior Public Servants   ……… who can claim fame as the best 
drinkers of quality  single malts? 

• VD: A decoration, awarded for long and meritorious service by volunteer officers. Originally instituted by Queen  Victoria 
in 1892 for volunteer officers of the British forces. Also with the post nominal letters VD was Colonial Forces Officers’   
Decoration for British Empire volunteers, instituted in 1899 and remained valid in  Australia until 1930. 

 

Sir John Monash; at about 55 years of age 

Sculpture of Sir John Monash 

unveiled at the War Memorial, 

Canbera in July 2018 

Meeting Report for Wednesday, 21st May 2021 (Continued from Page 2) 

Treasurer: Project Acct $16.5k; General Acct; $7.5k; ARCC $5k 
Invest: $30k & grants received are now being       
acquitted. 

International: Projects on hold due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

    KIVA loans are progressing well. 

Constitution & Bylaws: 

Constitution: Replace  with the one registered in QLD. 

Bylaws: Pigs’ breakfast – no version control and unformatted              

               Denise to reformat when approval of changes made. 

Our Guest Speaker Ken Cowan made a substantial explanation in 
proposing a Toast to Sir John Monash (see below). He is             
considered one of Australia’s greatest Military Leaders and       
Engineer. 

Appropriately Ken won the raffle.  

 Thanks to our wonderful Carol Reinhardt and her knitting group. 2 
baskets of beanies, scarves and mittens were delivered to the  
Surfers Paradise Crisis Centre. This is another magic project carried 
out by volunteers in our community whom we have never met. 
Our Thanks. 

President Norman concluded the meeting by reflecting on those 
known to us that we lost this week:- Neville Parker; Darren Searle;  
His Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh & the Right Honorable,    
Andrew Peacock. 

The saying “you only once” is not true. “You only die once; you live 
every day”. Live your best life. 

The meeting closed with the reciting of The Four-Way Test. 

From the Editor’s Desk 

Now home from a 4,500 kilometre trip around the southern 
States, I can turn my attention to Rotary matters. 

I was sorry to see that Peter Debelak is unable to take up the job 
of Community Service Director. This personable and talented  
member would have been a  great asset in moving the club     
forward. I hope he is able to donate his talent to another         
organisation in the wonderful (but congested) Harbour City. 

Talking of congestion, our calendar appears to be looking that 
way for the next month. We have a sausage sizzle, baton relay & 
family picnic, a car show at Mount Tambourine, a special general 
meeting and a 31st birthday party early in May; followed later in 
the month by the District Conference and get-together at our 
block on consecutive days during the middle of the month. It 
looks like we might have a “quiet patch” in June, before the 
Changeover.  
MICHAEL HYLAND 
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Proposed Changes to the Bye-Laws of Ashmore Rotary Club 

Proposed Change to Bye-Law 16: (Life Membership). 

Bye-Law Section 4 Article 16 – Insert: 

Members who have had distinguished and have given long service to Ashmore Rotary, be suitably recognised 

as Honorary Life Members of the club. Life membership will attract the same conditions as an active member   

except that they are exempt from paying fees, and that in acknowledgement and appreciation of their contributions 

to Rotary and the community, the club bears the cost of their membership. 

Proposed Change to Bye-Law 7, Section 1 (Removal of Admission Fee). 

Delete current Section 1 and amend Section 2 as Section1 

Proposed Change to Bye-Law 17, Section 4: (Removal of Admission Fee) 

Delete current wording & Insert the following: 

If no written objection to the proposal, stating reasons, is received by the Board from any Member (other than  

honorary) of the club within seven (7) days following publication of information about the prospective member, 

that person shall be informed of the purposes of Rotary and of the privileges and  responsibilities of membership, 

following which the prospective member shall be requested to sign the membership proposal form, as prescribed 

in these bye-laws and shall be considered to be elected to membership. 

Proposed Change to Bye-law 8 (Avenue of Service) 

Bye-Law 8 – Insert: 

New Title: Six Avenues of Service 

The six Avenues of Service are the philosophical and practical framework for the work of this Rotary Club being 

Club Service, Vocational Service, Community Service, International Service, Environmental Service and Youth   

Service. The club will be active in each of the six Avenues of Service.  

 Proposed Change to Bye-Law 4, Section 6: (Sergeant-Arms) 

New Title: Chairperson 

Delete: The duties of the Sergeant-at-arms shall be to manage the meetings of the club and such as are usually     

prescribed for such office and other duties as may be prescribed by the President or the Board.  

Insert: The duties of the Chairperson shall be to manage the meetings of the club and such as are usually           

prescribed for such office and other duties as may be prescribed by the President or the Board.  

Proposed Change to Bye-Law 18, (Order of Business at Ordinary Meetings) 

Delete: Sergeant-at Arms 

Insert: Chairperson  

 

 Norman Coventry 

President Ashmore Rotary 

Mob: 0404 476 866 

Mail: ndcrotary@gmail.com  

Web: www.ashmorerotary.org  

              

mailto:ndcrotary@gmail.com
http://www.ashmorerotary.org/


A report on the member survey carried out to determine the thoughts relating to the current situation of the Rotary Club of Ashmore 

Denise has put a tremendous amount of work into studying our responses to her questions to help develop a strategy for her year as president of our club. Please  read the  
responses listed below. If you have any comments or suggestions as to how we can make our club more attractive or interesting to the community, please contact Denise or 
any member of the board. Whilst the ultimate aim of Rotary is Service to the community, an important and critical adjunct is personal satisfaction and enjoyment.  

When working at sporting and entertainment events we get our staff  together to run through a list of “do’s and don'ts's”. But we always finish the talk with “HAVE FUN”. 
Working together in Rotary is usually rewarding but it must also be enjoyable. Let us all think about what we need to do to make our work Beneficial ,Beneficent and Blithe-
some. 

The following list, compiled by Denise were the main responses: 

• We are not paying enough attention to recruitment to keep up with the natural attrition as members aged, lost interest, or moved 
away from the area. 

• More lighting along the path especially under the trees. 

• Preference is for buffet type meals (no longer allowed) or finger food. 

• I think the lack of a project/projects which involve a number of members is missing.  

• Guest speakers are overall good and with a good variety.  I understand if some guest speakers don’t want to travel to us and then have 
an audience of only 15-20.  I think Zoom or Skype could be used for guest speakers. 

• Projects which involve the participation of members. 

• More sharing of news – not the old fines session but a session where members could say what they are doing or good news stories.  

• A list of this year’s projects on screen or on the wall to remind us all what we achieve.   

• Review of status of projects – at least monthly probably weekly.  I would be happy to facilitate a regular session.  

• Board minutes distributed and someone to talk to them – probably the President.  

• Monthly finance report from Treasurer. 

• Run the club photos through the TV during the meeting.   

• I feel we have lost the spirit of Rotary and the reason we joined. 

• We need to ask the question “What projects would you like to get involved in” as we had a great turn out to fix the garden at the Brain 
Injured people’s home.  Maybe working bee at Justine’s property. 

• Maybe we should stop talking about spending money on Rotary clocks/walls that really don’t focus on the goals and aims of            
Rotary.  We used to be happy establishing Rotary parks, etc. 

• I have always been proud to get dressed up for Rotary I feel now we are at the Shed no one cares what they look like that aside I do not 
like the walk down there way too dangerous by yourself and dark in winter.  I would love to go back to Ashmore Road especially when 
we have guest speakers I feel it is not a nice enough place to take the speakers to shed especially just giving them a meal in a plastic 
containers . 

• The list of guest speakers could be improved. Who are we most interested in hearing from? What do all the members feel they would 
be most interested in hearing from? 

• We have already talked about projects. What can we find that would put all hands on deck? 

• Is Zoom another possibility (with or without guest speaker)? A proper meeting doing rotary stuff may suit some.  

• A $10 cheese & biscuit or finger food was mentioned some time back. Is $20 still too much every week? 

• Perhaps on some occasions – just a change of venue or a visit to another RC – when that club meets ? 

• Also, this decline in attendance at service clubs in developed countries has been occurring for at least 25 years – and extends to Lions 
& similar service organizations. 

• The changing nature of developed communities & the average age demographic of Rotarians – is evidence of that trend. 

• I actually think we are doing pretty well number wise, considering our average age.  Some are ill, some are holidaying and others often 
have family issues or simply other things to do, and some show little interest.  I feel to get 16 to 20 out of 28 members is not a bad 
thing.  I am aware that some members do not attend depending on what the concept of the meeting will be. 

• After a number of years in Rotary, some meetings have become repetitive.  It seems that inspiring speakers are few and far be-
tween.  Also, we do not utilise learning information on the RI web nearly enough to keep us connected with Rotary, like we did when I 
first joined.  For me, it seems we have lost our way in that if Rotary’s main initiative is to improve the lives of those in difficult and poor 
circumstances world-wide through the programs that RI promotes.  We need to get back to the basics of Rotary and consider in what 
direction our strategic plan should be heading.   

• Somewhat!   I don’t go to any restaurant without knowing what type of food is being offered.  

• I would like to see more Rotary at meetings.  More informative information from the RI web across the spectrum of Rotary, more info 
on what other Clubs in the District, nationwide and internationally are doing.  As membership is somewhat declining, joining other 
clubs in projects/meetings and also invite other clubs to join our projects/meetings. 

All of the above comments are confidential, and the name of the respondent will not be disclosed. 
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On the 9th May 1990, the Rotary 

 Club of Ashmore was chartered 

 with 28 male and female 

members.  

Because of COVID we were not able to 

celebrate this milestone in our clubs history. 

On Wednesday 5th May we will celebrate the 
31st BIRTHDAY of our club with a special 

meeting to be held at the  

Ashmore Rotary Community Centre, 

Currumburra Road, Ashmore. 

We invite you to join with our members to  

celebrate this special event. 6.00 pm for a  

6.30 pm start. Cost $20 each. 

 Please RSVP to Robyn Schatz on 0439 794 092 
or randgschatz@gmail.com 

by no later than 1st May  

Rotary Club of 
Ashmore  



Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member 
who is sick or is in need of help, 

please contact 

Marcia Waller on: 

Mobile: 0413 730 820 

Celebrations 

Happy Birthday to Honorary Member  

Joan Loader 

for the 29th of April 

LAST CHANCE TO BOOK  

FOR THE TAMBOURINE 

CAR SHOW  
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Bring local colour and culture to our centenary.  

The R100 Baton Relay is an event to connect all  Rotary Clubs 

across Australia and NZ with their communities. 

Rotary Family Picnic at the Botanic Gardens, 
Ashmore Road, Benowa. 

Saturday 8th May2021 from 11 am to 3 pm 

Bring your family (and your own picnic and chairs) 

and join with other Rotarians in our Cluster in walking our Baton around the local 
Botanic Gardens, to show the local community our Rotary strength in our 100th year 

Wear your Rotary T-shirts and we will walk in our clubs in 
Half hour blocks from 11.30 to 2.00 pm. 
Bring your family and friends as well. 

 
Please RSVP to your Club Administration Director so that we know how many are 

coming and can arrange a suitable meeting place for us all 

“A project of the Rotary Clubs of Melbourne in partnership 
with the Rotary Clubs of Sydney and Districts of Australia 


