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Catering at this venue is by the “A” Team.
Advice of your intention to attend is required by midday

Meeting Report: 17th February 2021
Meeting opened at 18:55 (Members Present: 17 , Guests: 3 )
“Chairman”/Co-ordinator for the evening was John Stanfield.
Welcome to guests: Tracey Wicks, Bernie Brown & Wal Mayr (Guest Speaker).
Tracey, as a past member of the club, was invited to bring members up to date with her
movements since leaving the area. Her name has changed from Shutz to Wicks. She is now
married. Tracey was part of the group of members that transferred when the Rotary Clubs
of Ashmore and Southport North amalgamated. It was a short three months later that her
work as a Chaplain with The Salvation Army took her to Rockhampton where she worked
as a church minister for six months. She was then promoted to Major and moved to be
chaplain responsible for the Salvation Army’s 25 retail outlets in the Illawarra region of
New South Wales (between Sutherland, south of Sydney City to Nowra). Tracey lives with
her husband just north of Wollongong in Corrimal giving her easy access to the northern

Club Officials for the Year 2020-21
President: ……………... Norman Coventry
Vice president: ………...Heather Yarker
President Elect: ………. Denise Payne
Treasurer: ………………. Ian Wilson
Secretary: ………………. Joan Adams

Service Directors
Club Service: ……………... Denise Payne
Community Service: ….. Barbary Healey
Youth: ………………………. Jan Heap
Foundation &
International Service: ...Justine Dillon
Membership: ……………. Norman Coventry
Vocational Service: …… Robin Schatz

Support
Attendance: ……………… Robyn Schatz
Welfare: …………………… Marcia Waller
A.I.A.: ……………………….. Michael Hyland

Continued on Page 2

ATTENTION: EVENT DETAILS
Date

Venue

Duty Team

Guest Speaker/Event

24 Feb

ARCC

RED

Carey Westwood & Waijuru Waitaka
Manasprings

27 Feb

Various

Hosts

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER

3 Mar

ARCC

GREEN

SEQ Water ?
To be Advised

7 Mar

Bunnings Southport

Volunteers

Sausage Sizzle
07:45 to 16:00 (2 or 3 Shifts)

10 Mar

ARCC

GOLD

SEQ Water
To be Advised

17 Mar

ARCC

RED

27 Mar

CIRIELLO’S

SOCIAL

WHIST NIGHT (Numbers to Marcia)

The above arrangements may change as the date approaches. Check future issues for the latest information.

Please Note: All raffles held at club meetings will be CASH ONLY

Each year, Tony and Lorenza Ciriello open
their home to the club for a “WHIST
NIGHT”. Apart from the fun of this very
light-hearted progressive game of cards,
there are some very tasty snacks provided.
This is not a night for serious card players. In
fact, the relaxed atmosphere you experience
when you first arrive will ensure that it is
impossible to be serious about anything;
other than, perhaps, social distancing.
This event has been arranged for the evening
of the 27th of March. More information will
be released closer to the day but please make
a note in your diary to keep the evening free.
Contact Marcia as soon as you can as there
will be a limit on the number of participants.
STOP PRESS
SAUSAGE SIZZLE @ BUNNINGS SOUTHPORT
Start Time 7:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Volunteers required please
Names to Brian McAllan A.S.A.P.
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Meeting Report: 17th February 2021
“Tracey Wicks” continued from Page 1
and southern extremities of her region. Tracey is a member of the Rotary Club of
Shellharbour City, District 9675.
Director’s Reports:
Norman Coventry:
•
The Rotary Foundation has again been awarded the highest global rating for a
charity.
•
R.C. Ashmore has been allocated the 8th of May 2021 to carry the baton for the
Centenary Baton Relay. The venue will be the Gold Coast Botanic Gardens at
Benowa.
•
A letter of thanks has been received from the Silver Bridle organisation for the
club’s logistical and monetary support.
•
The function of the Salvation Army’s Still Waters facility has changed. Women
with children are no longer accommodated there. Efforts are now made to place that
group in the community. The facility is now used only for women who are victims
of domestic violence. As no children will be residing at the facility, it is probably
that our help will no longer be required to erect the Christmas Light display.
•
For those members not aware of the Rotary Global Awards Programme, access to a
number of discounts is available through the rotary.org website.
Ed.: Compared to other “benefits” sites, this one appears to be quite limited. However, the rotary.org
when viewed so may show a greater number of offers when running.

•

website was closed for maintenance

Some progress has been made on the Rotary Centenary Project inasmuch as all
clubs within the cluster are interested and, subject to more information, will provide
some support. Norman C. and Brad F. will visit Burleigh Club on the 18th and the
Surfers Paradise club during week commencing on the 21st to display and explain
the project.
•
Trivia: It was not until 1876 that canned sardines were first available.
•
Presentation: For those who were not at changeover night, please accept your
2020/21 Theme badges. Rob D., Kim S., Graham C. & Graeme A.
Denise Payne:
•
At 12:30 today (17th February) David G. entered hospital and is scheduled for 2:30
knee replacement surgery. It is expected that he will be discharged on Friday 19 th.
•
Husband Ken and I will depart for Darwin on Sunday 21 st in anticipation of
boarding the Ghan on Wednesday 24th in time for a 10:00 departure.
•
Elaine W. has sent an apology for tonight’s absence. She, like many of us, is
occasionally required to babysit She has informed the club that the Ashmore City
Shopping Centre has given permission to hold an Easter Raffle during the week
prior to Easter. Elaine will canvas traders for gifts to go into the raffle basket. Also
requested are easter eggs for the usual distribution to the needy; to be provided no
later than the meeting of the 3rd of March. It is hoped that the raffle will provide
sufficient funds to purchase clothes for the needy of Nerang High School students.
Jan Heap:
•
Selection for the RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment) weekend for
students, 14 to 16 years old at Bornhoffen PCYC is under way. If any members
wish to nominate a student, please let me know.
Marcia Waller:
•
27th of March is Whist Night at the Ciriellos. This is always fun evening with the
bonus of servings of delicious Italian food. The whist session is simple and lighthearted; no experience is necessary. The hardest part is moving to another table at
the end of a game. NUMBERS BY WEDNESDAY THE 10th of MARCH for
catering purposes.
•
Wednesday, the 30th of March, being the fifth Wednesday of the month, is a social
evening to be held at the Benowa Tavern. Our last event at the Tavern turned out to
be an enjoyable evening. Please advise Marcia if you wish to attend.

Collectables
Bottle & Can Income Report
Total deposited for January ‘21
Total deposit for 1-7-20 to 31-1-21
Total deposit 2-11-18 to 31-1-21

$ 448.80
$ 1,773.20
$ 4,093.50

————————————
Bottles - plastic and glass, Cans with the 10c
return bar code: To Barbara H.
Tea Bag Tags: To Heather Y.
Stamps: To Ian McPherson.
Bread Clips: To Jan Heap
Aluminium Ring Pulls: To Jan Heap?
————————————————————————

Cane Toads: Frozen— In plastic bag
see procedure at watergum.org
To Michael H. …………….Will pick up

Social Calendar to June
PLEASE BE SURE TO MAKE A NOTE IN
YOUR DIARY OF THE DATES OF UPCOMING EVENTS LISTED BELOW:

Saturday 27th February:
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner:
Bookings now closed.
Wednesday 17th March:
Saint Patrick’s Day:
Food is organised. Elaine will organise
decorations and we will need help to organise
this fun night. Everyone to wear green.
Leprechauns are invited.
Saturday 27th March
Whist Night at the Ciriello’s
Tony & Lorenza have again invited us to join
then for a light-hearted game of cards.
Wednesday 31st March:
5th Wednesday of the month. Social Event:
Dinner at the Benowa Tavern – Denise to
organise
Wednesday 28th April :
Pay-it-Forward day.
Barbara to organise this special event.
Sunday 16th May:
BBQ at Michael and Janet Hyland’s home.
Arrangements to be advised.
Wednesday 23rd June:
Changeover Dinner at the Southport Golf
Club.
Wednesday 30th June:
Social event at the Centre.
“The Great Debate”. Roast dinner.
All of the above events will continue to be
advertised on Page One of this publication
under:

ATTENTION: EVENT DETAILS

Guest Speaker:
Justine Dillon introduced Wal Mayr, President of Watergum a not-for-profit organisation that “cultivates cultural change through community
engagement”. Previously named the Gold Coast Catchment Association, the organisation is run by a committee of seven and a staff of five
with field work undertaken by hundreds of volunteers. They are presently based at Country Paradise Parkland but have out- grown the facility there and are looking for a new, larger base.
Past President of Ashmore Rotary, Steven Gill, is the Vice President. Wal explained the structure, objectives and some of the programs on
which they are working: including Platypus Watch along the Coomera and Nerang Rivers, Invasive Species Control, Waterbug Monitoring, Seagrass Monitoring, Water Quality, Cane Toad Challenge and Turtle Watch. He briefly covered each of the above subjects with
some interesting and surprising facts on each of them. Wal encouraged members to check their website - watergum.org - to discover more
about all of their work.
Three projects on which Wal expanded were:
SEQ Water: With a grant from the South East Queensland Water Authority, Watergum has devised a program to educate and encourage
landowners in the Hinze and Little Nerang dam catchment areas to change the culture of weed and pest control to prevent toxins from
Continued on Page 3
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“Watergum” continued from Page 2
entering the water.
Overuse of chemicals has seriously affected the quality of the water in the dams and this program is intended to reverse the situation before
irreversible damage is done.
Platypus Watch: For many years it has been conventional wisdom that the Platypus population in the Gold Coast Hinterland and
surrounding areas has been on the decline. This program is indicating that these shy animals may have move into the more remote areas of
the waterways. Platypus Watch arranges for groups of volunteers to quietly patrol the banks of the creeks and rivers searching for this rare
monotreme. A surprising statistic quoted was that a recent survey of the Nerang River came across 20 platypus.
Cane Toad Challenge: A promising successful, clean and humane method of eradicating this dangerous reptile has been developed.
Captured cane toads are frozen to kill them, then thawed and the gland containing the toxic fluid is extracted. This is converted into a capsule and inserted into a trap. The tadpoles are attracted to the lure and are unable to escape the trap. A trap may hold up to 4,000 tadpoles at
a time.
Wal closed his talk by asking members if they had any suggestions regarding relocation of their premises to contact him. He also encouraged
members to participate in the Cane Toad Challenge. (See the watergum.org website for details).
Justine thanked Wal for his informative talk and presented him with an Ashmore Rotary Club pen.
Norman C. closed the meeting at 17:45 by inviting members to recite the 4-Way Test
Kiva Project
Below are the last two beneficiaries of our most recent disbursement. We will keep you updated as and when we receive further information.
We will also provide some information of the status of loans to previous beneficiaries.
Angelica is President of the Las Guerreras
Communal Bank, a group of nine citizens in a
suburb of the city of Sucre who arrange loans for
local business people. Angelica is married with
two children and is 62 years old. She runs a food
stall and is seeking a loan to purchase an industrial
stove and pots. Her aim is to grow the stall to
supply more customers. Whilst some of the extra
income will help towards supporting her family,
she aims to continue to save to enable her to
ultimately to buy a restaurant.
Sucre is the constitutional Capital of Bolivia. It is
situated in the Southern Highlands of the country at
2,800 metres above sea level and approximately
700 km south east of La Paz, the administrative
centre and seat of Government.
Sucre was founded in 1538 under the name Ciudad
de la Plata de la Nueva Toledo. It was named as
the Capital of the newly independent Alto Peru in
1826 and Capital of Bolivia in 1839 when it was
renamed Sucre.
Loan Amount: $5025
Date: 20-12-20
Funded by: 198 Lenders
Loan Period: 11 Months Repaid: 8% *

Salaam is a Bachelor of Arts graduate in
Management as a remote student of Southern
New Hampshire University. Her study was
arranged through Kepler, a non-profit
organisation that assists students from low
income and vulnerable backgrounds. Many
are orphans from the four months of Genocide
in 1994 when an estimated 800,000 Tutsi and
Hutu citizens were eliminated. Currently
Kepler subsidises 75% of student and living
expenses. This loan will help Salaam to pay
off some of the education costs loaned to her
by Kepler
Salaam lives in Nyagatare, a town in the far
north of the Country, close to the borders
with Tanzania and Uganda and 160 km northeast of the Capital, Kigali. It is predominantly
cattle country supplying milk to the
surrounding area and across the borders. The
town has grown alarmingly in recent years.
Estimated at around 8,500 in 2002, there are
now some 100,000 residents largely due to an
influx of over 50,000 refugees from Uganda.
Loan Amount: $5,125
Date: 01-12-20
Funded by: 156 Lenders
Loan Period: 64 Months Repaid: 0% *

* Covid-19 has severely impacted on the citizens of both of the above countries and it is possible
that the originally agreed repayment times may need to be extended

From the Editor’s Desk
There are two of our members we should keep in our thoughts this week.
Joan Hancock telephoned last Monday to inform me that she had been unwell for some time, had
been in hospital and is to return to return in the near future. She expects not be able to attend our
future events. Joan has been a supporter of our club from before I became a member in 2003. We
wish Joan a speedy recovery and hope that we may see her again in the not-too-distant future. I
have passed this information on to Marcia who, I am sure will keep us aware of the situation.
David Grant had a second knee replacement on Wednesday, carried out by the same surgeon who
gave me a new pair. We trust that his recovery will be uncomplicated and hope to see him soon.
The talk by Wal Mayr on Wednesday fired up my enthusiasm. Cane Toads have been a pest on
our block since the day we arrived. In the years since I have spent quite a few (un)pleasant
evenings, wearing washing up gloves and armed with a torch and a plastic bag, scouring the grass
for cane toads. After collection, not infrequently, more than ten, I have used the refrigerator/
freezer method of killing then dropping them in the garbage bin on collection day. Now I have a
new method of disposal ……..take them to Watergum! Such is my enthusiasm for this project, I
volunteer to pick up any cane toads you are able to collect to pass them on to Wal’s people. Note
the addition in the “Collections Panel” on Page 2. I commend the “Watergum” website to all
members. There is a mass of very interesting information there. The work that the organisation is
doing in many fields of conservation and land maintenance is spectacular.
It was a pleasure to chat with Tracey Wicks (Shutz) at the meeting last Wednesday. She has
certainly led a nomadic life since leaving the Gold Coast. Some might wonder at the significance
and positioning of the poses in the picture in this week’s Photo Gallery. Rob D. Tracey W. &
Graeme A. are all Past Presidents of the Rotary Club of Southport North.

Page 4

Picture Gallery

Above:

Three Past Presidents of the Rotary Club of Southport North.

They were among the group who transferred to R. C. Ashmore at the time of amalgamation.
Rob Deshon : Tracey Wicks

: Graeme Allan.

Top Right:

Wal Mayr, President of the Watergum Environmental Group

Bottom Right:

P.P. Steven Gill, Vice President of the Watergum Environmental Group

Ashmore Rotary & Ashmore Lions. Working together with Silver Bridle to Provide Food to the Needy
Last Tuesday Brian McAllan and “James”, a member of the Ashmore Lions Club went to the Lyn Richardson Community Centre, the Silver
Bridle operation at Molendinar. Below is a record of Brian’s involvement.
•
Meet at 11:20 and leave short afterwards, driving to Coles Australia Fair.
Picked up trays of fruit and vegetables, a tray of various items of General Merchandise, a 4.5.kg box of Rice & 20 dozen eggs.
•
Next stop was Pacific Fair. Picked up eight trays of predominantly fruit and vegetables.
•
The last stop was Southport Park where a staggering 24 trays were waiting; of which 12 were fruit & vegetables and 12 of Bakery
items (bread, rolls, pizza bread and lots of donuts).
•
Returned to Silver Bridle to unload the 40 trays and lay them out on tables. We were assisted by a small team of the volunteers.
•
All work was completed by 1:30 p.m. this was another satisfying day.
•
The operation is run and staffed by volunteers. Barbara Healy assists with the distribution.
There are others who undertake similar collections on Wednesday. The provisions are sorted and distributed each Thursday. The operation
has recently been taken over by an Asian Christian group. Distribution is carefully monitored to ensure the system is not abused.

Member’s Welfare

Celebrations

If you are aware of any member who is sick
or is in need of help, please contact
Marcia Waller on:

Just one birthday to celebrate this week
Happy Birthday today to Graham Cifuentes

Mobile: 0413 730 820

He Shares a birthday with another Royal

Email: marcialampshade@gmail.com

King Harald V of Norway

