
Hello Michael, 

Thank you very much for the opportunity to speak at your club meeting today.  Please pass on my best wishes and 
thanks to your President and all your members for making me welcome, taking the time to listen to me and for their 
questions.  I hope that I did not go on too long! 

I have attached a copy of the shoebox leaflet from last year, these sometimes change if the list of countries does. 

As I said this is a District event and there needs to be a club which is willing to do all the hard work of warehousing, 
sorting and dispatching the boxes to the right places.  We also need Rotary clubs in the destination country to dis-
tribute the boxes and make sure that they get to the children they are intended for.  This keeps the whole thing within 
Rotary. 

There are complicated customs declarations to be completed and we have to get them right otherwise we risk con-
signments being held at the ports. 

It's also important to check the boxed for prohibited items as customs usually open a random selection of them and 
discovery of something on the banned list could risk the whole lot being refused entry. 

When you see pictures of some of the children receiving their boxes and realise how much joy they bring, it makes it 
all worthwhile. 

I wish you and all the members of your club all the very best for the future and hope that it won't be too long before 
we can all get back to something a bit more like normality. 

Best wishes, David 

Shoe Boxes 

One of the projects of the Hedge End Rotary Club is the filling of Shoe Boxes and wrapping them with Christmas Paperi n time to 
be delivered as Christmas Presents to children in low-GDP and Third World countries. Below is a reproduction of David Baynes’ 
email together with an example of a recent information sheet published to assist participating clubs. 
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The Ashmore Men’s Shed kindly donated some hand crafted possum boxes for installation at our Guanaba Indigenous Protected Area. 
The Guanaba Indigenous Protected Area (GIPA) is managed by Ngarang-Wal Gold Coast Aboriginal Association Incorporated, our 
group’s activities are governed by our Board of Directors and our membership comprises mainly of Kombumerri descendants - the 
Traditional Owners of the Gold Coast area. Our groups goals surround Environmental Conservation & Cultural Heritage Preservation 
activities on the Gold Coast and surrounding regions. The possum boxes will enable our local fauna at GIPA to have a home for the 
cold winter months and added protection from the elements & predators. We are hoping for possums to quickly inhabit, we have had 
other animals move into the boxes such as bats, snakes, birds etc. We have purposely placed most of the boxes along our tracks and 
near scout cameras mounted onsite – this will enable our team to monitor what species of local fauna make their home in the boxes. 
Once we have confirmed they are being used by the wildlife onsite, we will endeavour to capture pictures of use and can share them 
with the Ashmore Men’s Shed! We have already installed 3 boxes onsite and anticipate installing the remaining 3 in the next week. I 
have included some snaps of the installation. Thank you again for being so considerate in giving to our organisation, the work that the 
Men’s Shed provides is an amazing contribution to our community and particularly to local Indigenous/Environmental groups that you 
can assist, I look forward to seeing future projects from the Ashmore Men’s Shed.  

Kindest regards, 

 Justine Dillon (BEd). 

 Kombumerri Noonuccal Ngugi Traditional Owner Ngarang-Wal G.C.A.A Inc. Secretary Guanaba I.P.A Project  Coordinator  

Ngarangwal Aboriginal Association & Ashmore Men’ s Shed working together to benefit local Fauna 

 

Below is a letter from Justine Dillon, traditional owner of the Kombumerri Noonuccal Ngigi lands regarding a 

project of the Ashmore Men’s Shed. This is an example of the cooperation between diverse cultures for the 

benefit of all Australia. This is a world towards which we should all be striving. 


