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The above picture is a display of some 20 “Fish and Chip” Outfits, knitted by Ashmore 
Rotary Club  member, Jan Heap and her sister, Yvonne. This reporter was unclear as to 
the origin of this project other than it was initiated by NextGen Rotary. An email was 
sent to Heather Yarker requesting further information. Heather’s reply was:- 

“Why Fish and Chip jackets? Well babies born in some areas of Africa are wrapped in 
newspapers if the parents do not have clothes readily available. These jumpers are just 
wonderful. The colours and patterns like you saw last Wednesday that Jan does are 
beautiful and they are attached with a beanie to match. I am amazed at the knitting skills 
of our Volunteers. 

The NextGen Rotary initiated this project some years ago after visiting the International 
Convention in Sydney where we saw a display of these jackets. We have sent over 6000 
jackets to Kenya in a shipping container, Rotary to Rotary. Two years ago we were   
sending hundreds of  jumpers to 28 Rural Clinics outside Alice Springs. Our jumpers then 
were for older children to the age of 12. We had a fantastic coordinator in the 
Health Department in Alice Springs. Then a change of management came and the young 
staff members did not want the extra responsibility to carry out taking the knitting to the 
Clinics. It was a sad day for all. We then contacted John Paskin at DIK RAWCS in Kingston, 
Brisbane. Yes, Yes and Yes they needed our knitting for the Highlands of PNG and we 
have sent over 4000 knitted items mainly jumpers. teddies, scarves and smaller beanies 
to PNG via RAWCS. 

Continued on Page 3 Column 1 

Fish and Chip Outfits for Africa & P.N.G. 

Although social distancing regulations in 
Queensland have been relaxed, there still 
remains some restrictions when meeting. 

Please refer to the section below for the  
latest regulations that may affect us.  

Future Meetings 

Day/                    Duty         Speaker 

Date      Venue   Team 

29 Jul.  Shang Court -- Social Evening 

05 Aug.  ARCC    GOLD  Brooke Patterson 

12 Aug.    Zoom     RED             T.B.A. 

19 Aug.  ARCC      GREEN   Ken Cowan 
     Ken’s subject is “End of a Tour” 

26 Aug.  AS&S      GOLD    Rod Preston 
 Mysteries of the Mail: Secrets & Spies etc. 

Queenslanders are now allowed to meet in a 
public space provided that social distancing 
is  practiced i.e. persons to  remain at least 
1.5 metres apart. 
It is a recommendation that participants:- 

• Wash hands regularly with soap and water. 

• Use an alcohol-based sanitiser. 

• Avoid hugs, kisses and handshakes. 

Confusing advice for Catering 
For meetings at the Ashmore Road Community 
Centre (ARCC), please make sure that you advise 
Robyn Schatz OF YOUR INTENTION TO 
ATTEND as we require numbers for catering. 
For meetings that are held at the Ashmore Road     
Seafood & Steak Restaurant (ARS&S), please 
advise Robyn if you WILL NOT BE            
ATTENDING as we may be charged if all meals 
ordered are not taken. 
Contact Robyn on Mob.: 0439 794 092   or 
Email: randgschatz@gmail.com 



 

 

 

Headway Project Picture Gallery 

Top Row: [L] Ian Yarker, Rob Deshon (under hat) Justine Dillon. 

[C] Brian McAllan & Ian Wilson supervised by Norm Coventry. 

[R] Barbara Healey with a little help from a friend. 

Middle Row: [L] Heather Yarker, on her knees (as usual). 

[C] Ian McPherson, blaster & Justine Dillon, Karcher controller. 

[R] David Grant, solo blaster. 

Bottom: Rob Deshon, Labourer & Barbara Healy, Green Fingers. 
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Meeting Report for 22nd July 2020 

The meeting was held at the Ashmore Seafood & Steak Restaurant. 
The meeting was opened by tonight’s Chairman, Ian McPherson. 

Visitors Graham Stevenson, tonight’s guest speaker and partner were 
welcomed. 

On behalf of the members, Ian acknowledged the traditional owners 
of the land on which we meet and paid our respect to Elders, past and 
present. The “new” President, Norman Coventry was introduced. 

Norman:  

A first, and very pleasant duty. The presentation of a 5-times        
Sapphire Paul Harris Fellowship to P.P. Brian McAllan for exemplary 
service to local and international  community and for repeated      
donations to Rotary International. 

Next Wednesday is the fifth Wednesday of the month and is therefore 
a social event. This will be a Chinese Banquet at the Shang Court 
Restaurant, 394 Southport-Nerang Road, Ashmore. 

The official date for the Celebration of World Polio Day as 24th   
October 2020. 

The display of knitted items at the entrance (see photo & article) is 
the work of Jan Heap and sister, Yvonne. 

Introduced Mark Woodhouse of the Molendinar Community Centre. 
Main functions are providing help and sustenance to seniors and   
international students experiencing difficulties as a result of the 
Covid-19 restrictions. The centre is finding it difficult to operate due 
to reduced funding but is managing to continue with food parcels. 
Weekend barbecues at the centre will recommence this week. 

The Headway Garden refurbishment was completed at the weekend. 
Plants were provided by Ian and Heather Yarker. Working Bee  was 
coordinated by Barbara Healey.  

Continued on Page 3  Column 2  

President Norman Coventry with PP Brian McAllan showing his 5 times Sapphire Lapel Button. 
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Fish and Chip Outfits 

Today we have over 380 volunteers on our register from around     
Australia, New Zealand and the UK knitting for the children of the 
world. Each week I have several new volunteers wanting to knit       
garments. They get my address from the NextGen Rotary website. 
These volunteers are all ladies plus 2 men. They knit either by       
themselves or in knitting groups, craft groups, aged care centres and 
even while caravanning around Australia. It is therapy for them. They 
just love knitting to make a difference to someone they will never meet 
and it generates conversations.  Seldom a day goes by without an   
express bag. Some postage costs the group over $50. Most weeks I 
would receive about 250 knitted items of Love. 

Each new volunteer receives a laminated certificate of appreciation. 
The volunteers are overjoyed . Never had a recognition certificate? It 
cost us $2 . How good is Rotary, but how wonderful are they. In Kind, 
service is alive and well. 

Just today Friday 24th July, I decided to contact the National RAWCS 
DIK Chairman for the Eastern Region just asking do they send goodies 
to Africa  I did not know Keith but I need to find another home for the 
knitting. I thought just ask. Within 2 hours an answer came back    say-
ing they are sending 2 containers to Ghana in August. One container 
will have equipment for a Women’s and Children’s hospital. Wow! I 
was excited. We have to get them to Castle Hill. I may be able to get 
some on the back loading of plant trucks, I can only ask again. We have 
6 cubic metres of knitting in our daughters shed. There will be        
thousands of jumpers, toys, teddies, blankets and children’s beanies. 

And that is not all, NextGen Rotary has the adult beanie program in 
Port Hedland for the Seafarers. Last November we sent 2000 beanies 
to be given as Christmas gifts to the Seafarers. So far this year we have 
over 900 knitted. 

You may wonder what Heather does other than Propagation of plants, 
but coordination, data references and certificates and personal phone 
calls when the knitting arrives. It takes many exciting hours. The letters 
and cards put in the knitting are beautiful. Our   volunteers are an   
inspiration to us all. I just love them all. Rotary connects and 
opens opportunities for service. 

Jan and Yvonne, your knitting will go to Ghana.” 
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Meeting Report Continues 

Committee Reports: 

Fundraising. No significant progress. Meeting due soon. 

Bunnings will be reopening volunteer catering soon; at trialling 
at weekends  only. Our name is down with Southport with the 
possibility of weekend or weekday on alternate weeks. 

Membership. Planning for experts to speak on methods of 
boosting members. Plan for a video for members to promote 
personal experiences. A video of the present meeting was in 
progress. 

Social Media 

Discussions in place to use the Men’s Shed WiFi via an       
extender or ethernet. Looking into improving navigation of data  
throughout the area. Website using a Tab menu or  Signature 
Block? 

Youth 

A candidate has been selected to enter selection for a district 
representative to the National Youth Science Forum in        
Canberra. The selected student is from the Queensland      
Academy of Health Sciences. 

Guest Speaker: 

Graham Stevenson gave a slide presentation entitled “ Strange  
Places beyond the Fringe.” 

This was a truly world-encompassing travelogue  of some of the 
weirdest places across the globe. We were first introduced to 
the Catacombes de Paris, a tunnel system linking old stone 
quarries that were used to store the bones of  the ancient dead 
exhumed from the Sainte-Innocents cemetery in the 18th      
Century.  From 1786 nightly processions of covered wagons 
carried the bones from cemeteries around the city to a shaft in 
the Rue de la Tombe Issiore. 

We then travelled to Italy, Slovenia, Brittany, Czech Republic, 
India, Germany, Wales, Hadrian’s Wall, England, Laos, down 2 
kilometers into the earth’s crust to a hotel in a disused salt mine 
at Wieliczka, Poland and finishing in Palermo in Italy where a 
monastery had filled the cemetery  so built a series of crypts 
and in 1599 mummified one of their own. This became the 
norm. As the monks died they were mummified and entombed, 
fully clothed  in the crypts. Later, it became a status symbol to 
be pickled and strung up on the walls of the catacombs There 
are about 8,000 corpses and 1,252 mummies. 

This breathtaking journey, which Ian McPherson described as 
“Around the World in 80 Slides, kept us all enthralled and    
wondering what Graham’s  next presentation would hold. 

Ian proposed a vote of thanks to Graham which was given with 
warm applause. 

From the Editor’s Desk 

This has been a busy period for many of our members. Thanks to Barbara for her work 
with Headway; on top of the arduous task of collecting and depositing our bottles and 
cans. The Headway garden looks superb after the work of the volunteers. 

Many thanks too to Heather. I was so impressed with the project, I have volunteered 
Janet to do some knitting instead of dropping off to sleep in front of the TV. 

I didn’t realise the extent of the project, the amount of work involved in  coordinating 
the project—even before one needs to think about shipping to the users— or the 
amount of storage space required once the items have been knitted. I am glad I asked 
the question. I am astounded by the dedication of Rotarians to the concept of “service”. 
I sometimes “whinge” when compiling this newsletter, usually as a result of my own 
incompetence; but seeing the effort that has gone into this Fish and Chip project, I 
realise that my contribution in the totality of Rotary service is miniscule. Recently, in a 
conversations with a group of our Rotarians, I mentioned how quietly so many of our 
club members go about the business of service and maybe it would be nice to see those 
who do get more recognition. The reply came back “we don’t do it for recognition,  we 
do it for the personal satisfaction of knowing what we do is helping someone else”. 

I was told that Graham Stevenson is a Travel Agent. I think that only a travel agent 
could have put that presentation together. It was well-presented, informative and   
interesting. It was obvious that he studies in depth the places he visits. I am  surprised 
he has had time for work. Come again Graham. 

I am not sure if it is the cold that has affected the productivity of our chooks. In the last 
two weeks we have been getting only 3-4 eggs each day whereas previously we could 
expect 5-6. I have asked each, in turn, who it is who is “bludging” but have yet to find 
the culprits. Maybe they take it in turns. Happily, we are still getting enough to supply 
our family with the eggs they require and still have enough for most Wednesdays. The 
original idea was to provide income for the St John crisis care facility in Surfers    
Paradise and I have expressed that it continue. Last week I collected $13 from the egg 
raffle. I intend to report the takings here each week and get to St Johns on a monthly 
basis. 

Congratulations to Denise who won the egg raffle this week. 

Michael Hyland 

Graham Stevenson  describing the height of  the Pyramids of Segonzano 
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Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or is in need of help, 
please contact Marcia Waller on: 

Mobile: 0413 730 820 

Email: marcialampshade@gmail.com 

Celebrations 

There are no birthdays, Wedding Anniversaries or  

Club anniversaries to celebrate this week.  

Completed Planter Box proudly displayed by Brian & Ian. Quality Control by Justine 

Plants delivered and ready for planting, courtesy of The Yarkers 

Donated White Gravel 

The Power Hoses took a bashing but cleaned the tiles a Treat 

Ashmore Rotary Club Duty Teams 

Red Team 

Leader:  Denise Payne 

Kim Storen           

Greg Clogan 

Graham Cifuentes 

Robyn Schatz 

Brian McAllan 

Jan Heap 

Rob Deshon 

Reserve: Kelli Schatz 

Gold Team 

Leader:  John Stanfield 

Ian McPherson 

Ian Wilson 

Pat Fleming 

Saskia Bartsch (recovery) 

Graeme Allan 

Green Team 

Leader:    Michael Hyland 

Barbara Healey 

Marcia Waller 

Brad Francis 

Nina Simson 

Joan Adams 

Ken Cowan 

Heather Yarker 

 

The above teams were compiled some weeks ago. Due to membership movements, new team lists will be issued next week. 


