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Meeting Report for 24th June 

Heather Yarker was the appointed Chairperson for the evening,. She opened the 
meeting with a welcome to all members present and introduced a visiting Rotarian 
and guest speaker from Passport Club, Carey Cam. 

The name “Passport” does not refer to “overseas travellers” although there are     
several members out of the country at present. It refers to the fact that much of their 
time is spent assisting other clubs with projects. The club began their meetings in 
June 2019 and was chartered in August. There are presently 31 members and, at the 
age of 45, Carey is the second oldest member. They are working on establishing a 
social enterprise for homeless youth in the Miami area, with the acquisition of a   
coffee van. Meetings tend to be casual chat sessions, starting at between 18:30 and 
19:00  continuing for 3 to 3½ hours. No meal, just a grazing board. 

Justine’s daughter Taylor Dillon is a frequent visitor at our meetings and was with us 
again on this night. Taylor’s favourite school subjects are Japanese and Drawing. 
Covid-19 has prevented her from visiting Japan this year. 

Heather & Ian Yarker were requested by the Renouf family to attend the funeral of 
Sir Clem Renouf. Ian gave this meeting a moving tribute to Sir Clem, detailing    
aspects of his early life and his war service. Ian related how he joined Rotary and his 
initiative in the establishment of the Nambour Rotary Club. Ian also related Clem’s 
own version of how he came up with the idea of initiating the “End Polio Now”    
campaign and then developing the idea into a world-wide project. Ian ended his 
presentation calling all to stand to toast “SIR CLEM RENOUF, 1921 –2020”. 

Joan Adams presented: 

 National Day: Pralines Day - honouring the “Praline”, a confection made from nuts 
(whole or ground), sugar and syrup.  

On This Day (24th June). 
1509 - Henry VIII crowned King of England in Westminster Abbey. Henry was just 
17 years old. He was accompanied to the Abbey by his 23 year– old wife, Catherine 
of Aragon (the widow of his elder brother). 
1812 - Napoleon’s Grand Army invaded Russia. The Emperor amassed  a force of 
over 600,000 to try to force Alexander I to cease trading with British merchants as a 
ploy to strengthen his hand in the battle with  Wellington’s forces in the west. The 
action ultimately failed due to the Russian tactics of scorched earth and withdrawal 
and the severe Russian winter. Casualties for that 5½ month campaign were 500,000 
French and 400,000 Russian. 
2010 - Julia Gillard was sworn in as the 27th Prime Minister of Australia by         
Governor-General Quentin Bryce. She succeeded Kevin Rudd who had lost the   
confidence of the Australian Labor Party as a result of the failed insulation program, 
the implementation of a tax on mining, the failure of the carbon trading scheme and 
debate on the proposed immigration scheme. 

Fun Facts 
Sea Otters hold  hands (?) when sleeping to stop them drifting apart. (Ed. Someone  
suggested that Ian and Heather are Sea Otters) 

Google was originally named “Back Rub”. 
The most shoplifted food item in the U.S. is Candy (Ed. Depends where you look.    The 
Insurance Industry suggests Meat and Infant Formula. The National Retail Association also quotes Infant 
Formula.) 

Babara Healey gave an update on the Headway Garden Project. She, Ian & Heather 
met to view the situation and decide on the required action. A working bee has been 
arranged for Saturday, the 18th of July . 6-7 volunteers are required. 

President’s Address 
Friday, 25th June is the 75th Anniversary of the founding of the United Nations. 
The term “United Nations” was first used by Franklin D. Roosevelt when the       
representatives of 26 nations signed the “Declaration of United Nations of 1 January 
1942” when 26 nations pledged  their Governments to continue fighting together to 
defeat the Axis Alliance. 
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Continued from Page 1 

Rotary have a shared history with the U.N. of working       
towards peace and addressing humanitarian issues worldwide. 

During April/June 1945 delegations from 50 nations attended 
the United Nations  Conference on International Organisation 
in San Francisco to draw up the United Nations charter.       
Because Rotary was held in such high regard, R.I. was invited 
to serve as consultants to the delegations at that conference. 

As a result of the contributions at the conference Rotary now 
holds the highest consultative status offered to a N.G.O. by 
the U.N. Economic and Social Council which overseas many 
specialised agencies. The Rotary Representative Network 
maintains and furthers its relationship with several U.N.    
bodies, programs, commissions and agencies. This network 
consists of R.I. representatives to the U,N. and other          
organisations. 

Some facts about the U.N. 

There are 6 official languages. To celebrate multiculturalism, 
cultural diversity and promote equal use, each language is 
assigned a day of the year: Arabic (18 December), Chinese 
(20 April) English (23 April), Spanish (23 April), French, (20 
March) Russian (6 June). 

There are 193 member countries of the U.N. 

The Holy See & The State of Palestine are non-member      
observer states and 6 partially-recognised states. 

206 nations compete at the Olympic Games and 211 nations 
compete for the  FIFA World Cup. There are, at present 249 
countries in the world. 

 

Future Meetings 

Please note that, at the time of publication, Queensland 
COVID-19 restrictions remain in place. Thus R.C. Ashmore 
meetings at the ARCC continue to be limited to 20 members. 
Please contact Robyn Schatz if you wish to attend on: 

Email - randgschatz@gmail.com or MOB: 0439 794 092 

Please remember that payment is by Card 
Only 

Meeting times are: 18:00 for 18:30 Start 

  Day/Date     Venue  Duty Team     Speaker 

   Wed. 1st   July    ARCC        Gold           Noel Grummitt 

   Wed. 8th  July     ZOOM               Red            David Baynes 
    (David will be online from Hedge End, Southampton, U.K.) 

   Wed. 15th July    ARS&S            Green       CHANGEOVER   

   Wed. 22nd July    ARS&S             Gold     Graham Stevenson 
    (Graham’s subject is “Strange Places Beyond the Fringe) 

    Wed. 29th  July                                  Social Event– T.B.A. 
(5th  Wed. of the month):  

 

For meetings at the Ashmore Road Seafood & Steak (ARS&S), 
please advise Robyn if you are NOT attending. 

Final Notice 

This is the last reminder to book for attendance 
at our 2020 Changeover dinner.  

After so long in confinement you can be sure 
that you will have a good time. 

Please make every  effort to join us. 

Worongary Chook Cooperative 
CHOOK HILTON, ALKIRA WAY, WORONGARY 

Dear Ashmore Rotarians, 

We were sorry to hear that you humans were in danger of 

catching a nasty disease and had to be isolated. We had to 

keep laying eggs while you had no meetings so our carers 

have been distributing them amongst the relatives. 

Now you are back together we have instructed our carers to 

again send our products to  your Rotary meetings so that 

we can raise funds for the St John’s Crisis Care Centre in 

Surfers Paradise. 

We have grown quite a bit since we last supplied you and 

we are managing to push out quite sizeable eggs now. We 

have a couple of whimps that  are dropping 65-gram eggs 

but the rest of us are delivering eggs over 70 grams so 

whoever wins the raffle will get value for money. 

Even though we are dropping bigger eggs– which can be 

quite painful getting them out sometimes, we have asked 

our carers to keep the price of a ticket at 50 cents. 

We are told that the club is now cashless so we are happy 

for you to buy your tickets on card when you pay your  

entrance fee. Uncle Ian will set aside the amount taken to 

pass on to the Care Centre as and when Auntie Elaine 

requires. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

From 

Amelia, Anne, Florence, Josephine, Julia, Malala 
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From the Editor’s Desk 

Somehow, our discipline has slipped. For the second week running we 
have run overtime. This however, is not a   complaint. The meetings have 
been so full of interesting material that I haven’t noticed the time passing 
so quickly. It is not that meetings at the restaurant were boring. Most of 
our guest speakers have been well worth listening to and I have rarely 
gone home disappointed. Why is that so? 

Perhaps it is the size and shape of the room that helps.  Perhaps it is the 
lack of extraneous noise. Whatever it is,  it seems that all present are 
happy with the arrangement as I don’t see many people rushing out of the 
door at the end of the meeting. 

Once again, the meal was excellent, this time provided by a local Chinese 
Restaurant (NOTE: I MUST GET THE  NAME  AND ‘PHONE      
NUMBER).  The Bread & Butter Pudding with Cream was  supplied  by a 
Club member - who’s name I forgot to get. Please let me know the    
supplier so that I can give credit for yet another tasty dish. 

What a talent last week’s speaker is. Carey Cam is a Video Maker and 
was commissioned to produce a video of the Men’s Shed Project; to be 
submitted for the Zone 8  Rotary Public Relations Video Clip            
competition. His presentation began with a showing of the production to 
be submitted. For those of you who were not at the meeting, you should 
have received a copy with your emails by now. If you haven’t had chance 
to view it yet, do so soon. It is interesting  and should be spread around 
the district (and world) giving us much-needed publicity. Congratulations 
to Ian W. as our Presenter, to Men’s Shed Member, Don who gave    
glowing praise to Rotary for establishing the facility and to Member of 
both organisations, David Grant who assisted as “crowd in the back-
ground”. 

Carey gave  a short history of his life and career. He was born in P.N.G- 
which pricked up my ears– and spent much of his childhood in Goroka in 
the Eastern Highlands Province. He has worked on the Central Coast 
(NSW), New Zealand and the Gold Coast where he now works in     
Community Television. 

You will note that we now have a Guest Speaker for our Zoom meeting 
on July, the 8th.  David Baynes is a long-time friend of mine. I am not 
quite sure when we met. It was probably about 1946 or 1947. He is the 
cousin of a lad who was already my friend (and ultimately my Best Man), 
Peter (Moran), who lived two doors away. Peter and I were part of a 
group of lads, all about the same age who lived in the same or opposite 
terraces. I was the eldest and Peter, 2 years younger, the youngest. David 
lived about 1 km away and with the advantage that his house backed onto 
the local park. Occasionally we would take our football (soccer) ball 
round to David’s house; his mum would supply the lemonade and a   
biscuit then we had just a few metres to walk to the park, put down our 
jackets as goal posts and run around like mad things. 

Both Peter and David followed me to the  Primary/Junior (Years 1-6) 
School and then to the Grammar (Years 7-10) School (our parents    
couldn’t send us to University so Years 11 & 12 were pointless. In later 
years we belonged to the same youth club and always met for a weekend 
at a resort whenever we returned to the U.K.  

In 2006 David married Sheila, a long-time friend of Janet and also a 
member of the youth club. It was a second marriage for both. Later that 
year they came to stay with us and I invited them along to a meeting of 
the Ashmore Rotary Club at the Ashmore Seafood and Steak. David so 
enjoyed our meeting that he joined the Hedge End Club on his return to 
England. He has since been President (2012/13) and is presently Director 
responsible for “Public Image”. Hence my reason for asking Denise if he 
could join us. Hope I haven’t bored you! 

You might wonder how the chickens got their names. They are all the 
given names of females who have “Made a Difference”. Can you guess? 
Amelia (Earhart), Anne (Frank), Florence (Nightingale), Josephine 
(Baker), Julia (Gillard), Malala (Yousafzai). 

Michael Hyland 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or needs help, 
please contact Marcia on Mob. 0413 730 820 

Member Milestones 

                     Anniversaries                       Birthdays 

        Club                         Wedding 

Ian McPherson  (29/06)         None                        None 

Saskia Bartsch  (01/07) 

Joan Hancock   (01/07) 

Norm Coventry (04/07) 

 

Another anniversary for Norm Coventry: 

On the 25th of June 1978 he joined the RAAF. 

Rotary International Convention 

Feel the energy 
in 

TAIPEI 2021 
TAIWAN 

TAIPEI CITY SKYLINE 
Photo by Heeheemalu 

BANGKA LUNGSHAN TEMPLE 
Photo by Bernard Gagno 

I worked in Taiwan, on and off throughout 2003. Not unlike 
Japan, it is a country of extremes. Large, crowded cities, wide 
open plains and high, rugged mountains. 

Unfortunately, because I was working on several projects, each 
with a strict timetable there was limited time for sightseeing. 

I was based in the city of Tainan, in the southern region of the 
Country and a 6-hour train ride from Taipei. I had 4 days in 
Taipei but I was “locked down” most of that time in the    
Defence Research Establishment on the outskirts of the City. 

Security throughout the country was very tight at that time and 
I suspect that little has changed. The civilian population is very 
friendly and very accommodating. English was/is taught in the 
schools so I had no difficulty in communicating (I had a    
smattering of Cantonese but my Mandarin was non-existent). 

 My journey to Taipei was by car and I returned to Tainan by 
train so was able to view quite a bit of the spectacular         
countryside. 

Michael Hyland 

Go to the R.I. Website 

For Booking Details 
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Did You Know? 

There are four gentlemen who are credited with the    
founding of  Rotary at that first meeting in Gus. Loehr’s 
office in the Chicago Loop but a fifth joined them for the 
second meeting and is known as “the man who put song 
into Rotary”. 

Harry L. Ruggles joined the famous four at the second 
meeting at the request of Paul Harris and has often been 
referred to as one of the “First Four”. Although Hiram 
Shorey was at that first meeting, he had been invited by 
Gustavus Loehr and it might be assumed that Shorey was 
only there because the meeting was held in Loehr’s office. 
Shorey attended only a few meetings before returning to his 
home State of Maine. 

Paul Harris invited Harry Ruggles to the second meeting at 
the coal yard office of Silvester Schiele. Ruggles was a 
printer by trade and became instrumental in spreading the 
word about Rotary through the print media. Harry Ruggles 
was appointed Treasurer of the group. 

Harry grew up on a farm in North Michigan. The family 
moved to Chicago in 1887 where  Harry went on to study at 
North-western University. To fund his studies he worked as 
a part-time salesman for a printing company in the city. 

Ruggles, as were the other four, was from a rural         
background, and had found it difficult to adjust to the    
culture of Chicago. He immediately felt comfortable  with 
the other members of the Group and went to work                
enthusiastically to expand the membership. 

He was described as a “live-wire”. He had a good singing 
voice and used his talents to promote Rotary. He organised 
a quartet which sang at club meetings, outings and even at 
one of the first conventions. 

By the time Harry Ruggles joined the group he had already 
bought the printing company he had joined as a student and 
named it H. L. Ruggles and Company.  

He used the Company facilities to print promotion material 
and printed a songbook of which he gave thousands of   
copies to other Rotary Clubs. I understand that it was Harry  

who first suggested “Rotary”: gleaned from the fact that the Club used to “Rotate” meetings around the offices of the early 
members. That practice soon ended when the membership had grow to such a size that they had to find a larger, more         
permanent location. 

Harry was known as the club’s champion  member-getter. He used his wide customer base to  coax his clients to come to the 
meetings. It was said that of the first 200 members Harry Ruggles had been directly or indirectly responsible for two-thirds of 
them.  

Harry married Josephine Garrison. Their son, Kenneth was a long time member and past-president of the Chicago club. 

Harry L. Ruggles died of a heart attack on the 23rd of October 1959, en route to a joint meeting of the Cathedral City and 
Palm Springs Rotary Clubs. A Rotarian to the last! 

Noel is a true Queenslander. Born in Brisbane, his connection with the Gold Coast goes back to beyond his earliest memories with family photos of holidays at 
Council’s Rudd Park caravan park at Burleigh Heads. 

Schooled in Brisbane with an engineering degree from University of Queensland, armed with 4 years of experience with Brisbane City Council, Noel and his 
late wife Beth flew the coop in 1974 on the big OE for 18 months living in London and enjoying the life of Great Britain and Europe. Running out of money, 
they returned to Brisbane where Noel worked on a wide range of engineering projects in SEQ before moving to the Gold Coast in 1979 during one of our  
previous recessions. 

Apart from 18 months in Cairns, where Beth succumbed to a brain tumour, Noel and his family have called this city home, morphing after his marriage to 
Margaret to an engineering planner to having his own business as a town planning consultant – Grummitt Planning, now the longest continuously established 
town planning consultancy on the Gold Coast, having been established in 1997. 

Noel and Margaret have been involved in numerous community roles in their 32 years of marriage: 

Margaret Spent 30 years in Queensland Police Force and 12 years as a Gold Coast City Councillor and is now the honorary consul general for Philippines in 
Queensland. 

Noel was more than 30 years in leadership at a large Gold Coast evangelical church, representing them in joint committees with Griffith University and 
Queensland Health; Noel was a member, then vice president, of the Southport Chamber of Commerce for 7 years and a member of the Council community 
consultative committee for Southport. 

Margaret has been a Rotarian on the Gold Coast for more than 35 years and they have had the great joy and privilege of hosting 8 YEP students from around 
the globe and 9 students from Arnhem land into their home.   

Noel’s professional life has seen him act for numerous corporate clients, many individuals and families and a wide range of faith and community groups,          
Including 4 local Rotary clubs and the 4 major world faith groups, as well as numerous community groups and associations. 

What’s next??? 

Our City Our story (3 minute video to be shown) 

Breaking News:                              NOEL GRUMMITT 
The following article has just been delivered. It is a brief biography of our speaker for the meeting next Wednesday. 


