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The formal session was opened by Chairperson Rob Deshon inviting the full allocation of 20 
members to recite the 4-Way Test. Apologies received from Ray Pini & Ken Cowan. Because 
of COVID– 19 isolation requirements, Heather & Ian Yarker joined the meeting on ZOOM. 

President Norman Coventry began his session with the sad news that Past International     
Rotary President, Sir Clement William Bailey Renouf died on the 11th June at the age of 99. 
During his successful term as the President of Rotary International, Sir Clem’s outstanding 
contribution was as the instigator of the programme that set the goal of the worldwide          
eradication of Polio. That extraordinary goal has almost been achieved. We paused for      
reflection of the life and achievements of Sir Clem with a minute’s silence.  

A much more pleasant task for Norman was to induct a new Member to our ranks. It is with 
great pleasure that we welcome Peter Debelak to the Rotary Club of Ashmore. Peter has 
joined the club with the classification of Financial Adviser. Peter is already familiar to most 
members as he has attended several meetings and already proved to be of great value by    
imparting his wealth of knowledge related to investments and on the introduction of an     
information - sharing strategy via social media. He has already been appointed to a            
sub-committee to publicly inform the community of our projects, past and present. 

The joy of inducting a new member was somewhat dampened by the news of the  resignations 
of Rohan Cooper and Peter Gilmore. Rohan  and his wife Glenys have been extremely hard 
workers for the  Ashmore R.C. since they came to the Gold Coast from New Zealand and 
joined Ashmore Rotary in January 2009. Rohan has been a near-permanent member of the 
Club’s Board of Directors including  the rewarding but sometimes arduous job as President 
for the 2011/12 year. He also served as Assistant Governor from 2012 to 2016. Rohan was the 
driving force behind the establishment of our  monthly Sunday Market at Ashmore City  
Shopping Mall and for most of the time the prime organiser. 

 Peter too is a Past President, holding that office in 2014/15. He was our Club Secretary in 
2011/12. Much of my time in a previous life was spent working in the United States and then 
usually (and thankfully) followed by a period in Canada. Peter is what I think of as a quiet 
Canadian, vastly different to those from the country to the south. His time with the club has 
been of great value which because he “does the job” without fuss or flurry his contribution 
may not have been recognised. There is however little doubt that both Peter and Rohan will 
be missed. 

Norman reported on the progress of other projects including The progress of planning for the 
Australian Centenary of Rotary floral clock, the National Youth Science Forum (for year 11 
students), the date for the “Drive to the Country” event,  the destinations for the 2021 and 
2022 Friendship Exchanges and confirmation of the schedule for the Virtual Rotary           
International Conference. Further details of events will be published as the date approaches. 

Other Director reports included: 

Ian McPherson put forward an idea  for a major prize for this year’s Christmas Raffle with 
mixed response. 

Barbara Healey reported that the charity Headway have requested assistance to carry out 
maintenance on the garden of another of their facilities. Photographs taken show that         
attention is truly required.  

Continued on Page 2 

21st June 2020 Meeting Report for 17th June 2020 
Venue: Ashmore Rotary Community Centre. 
Time 18:30  

Because our members have undertaken to do the 
catering for our weekly meetings at the        
Ashmore Rotary Community Centre, we begin 
with the main course of the meal promptly at 
18:30. Formal business does not start until after 
that course is finished. To  ensure that our    
catering team are able toparticipate in the     
fellowship during the meal, we request that  
attending members make  every effort to arrive 
no later than 18:30. 

This week’s meal, vegetarian and meat-lover 
Lasagnes, was cooked by Leslie Mc Allan and 
delivered by Brian Thank you, Leslie, it was 
delicious.Desert was Chocolate Pudding & 
cream, liberally covered with chocolate sauce. 

President Norman Coventry welcomes new member Peter Debelak 
to the Rotary Club of Ashmore. 
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Future Meetings 

Please note that, at the time of publication, Queensland 
COVID-19 restrictions remain in place. Thus R.C.     
Ashmore meetings at the ARCC continue to be limited to 
20 members. Please contact Robyn Schatz if you wish to 
attend on: 

Email - randgschatz@gmail.com or MOB: 0439 794 092 

Please remember that payment is by Card Only 

Meeting times are: 18:00 for 18:30 Start 

     Day/Date     Venue  Duty Team     Speaker 

   Wed. 24th June   ARCC       Green               T.B.A. 

   Wed. 1st   July    ARCC        Gold           Noel Grummitt 

   Wed. 8th  July     ZOOM       Red                 T.B.A 

  Wed. 15th July     ARS&S     Green       CHANGEOVER   

 Wed. 22nd July     ARS&S      Gold     Graham Stevenson 

(Graham’s subject is “Strange Places Beyond the Fringe) 

Wed. 29th  July                                  Social Event– T.B.A. 
(5th  Wed. of the month):  

For meetings at the Ashmore Road Seafood & Steak 
(ARS&S), please advise Robyn if you are NOT attending. 

You have received the above by email. Please note payment is required by 8th of July 

From the Editor’s Desk 
I wonder if Ken Cowan had a premonition. It was Ken who sent me the 
article on Sir Clem Renouf published in last week’s A.I.A. It was on  
Thursday that I began compiling last week’s issue, the day that Clem died. I 
am poorly qualified to make comment on the life and achievements of such 
a great man. Simply, I am proud to belong to an organisation that is peopled 
by such influential personalities. For those interested: Sir Clem’s funeral on 
Tuesday, 23rd  June will be streamed live on the  Gregson and Weight   
Website at 1:00 pm. 
I have to say that I am enjoying the meetings at the ARCC. It seems to be a 
much more intimate and relaxed atmosphere; perhaps because it is a   
smaller room with no outside noise to distract us; as is the case at the    
restaurant. Whilst the menu is not as diverse, I can’t say that I am missing 
the restaurant food. Our catering teams are doing a fantastic job. Hopefully 
they can maintain their enthusiasm. I would volunteer my wife as a      
contributor but, whilst she has  satisfied my simple culinary needs for the 
past 58 years, she is not a patch on my old Mum and I am not sure I could 
let her compete with our current list of chefs! (that might not be very fair as 
I received no  complaints when she cooked for our Hash House Harriers 
Club when we lived in P.N.G.) - but they were not greatly discerning!. As 
you will gather, I don’t let her read this document, so this a is a secret  
between us. 
News came through this week that another two of our members have left 
us. To lose Rock O’ Keefe, Rohan Cooper and Peter Gilmore within a 
month is not what I would like to have seen. However I wish them all the 
very best and hope that we can maintain at least a casual contact. We are  in 
for some quite challenging situations over the next year with the Centenary 
of Rotary in Australia in 2021 and the demands of a very imaginative and 
ambitious President continuing into the 2020/21 year we need to “rally 
round” to ensure that we can compensate for those who have left us. 
I may have exaggerated the problems experienced by our Elaine Williams 
in the last issue. For that, Elaine, I apologise. Elaine has simply been   
working too hard at her Rotary duties and needs to take a “breather”. I         
understand that she continues to keep her eye on some of the invaluable 
projects she has undertaken but needs to step back from mainstream      
activities for a while to “regroup”. Thanks for the amazing work you have 
done and continue to do, Elaine. Just make sure that you consider yourself 
before others … at least for a while. 
It was a pleasure to see Saskia Bartsch at our meeting on Wednesday. She 
now looks and sounds like the “Old?” Saskia. Welcome back; we have 
missed you! 
Our chooks are again willing to provide a few eggs for raffle most weeks 
so if you want a chance of some cheap, very fresh eggs, bring a dollar (or 
two) to the next meeting. Profits go to the St Johns Crisis Centre. 
Michael Hyland 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is sick or needs help, please contact Marcia on  Mob. 0413 730 820 

No birthdays or Wedding Anniversaries this week but we do have two Club Anniversaries: 

Kim Storen on June 23rd and Ian McPherson on June 29th. 

Continued from Page 1 

Our landscaping experts Ian & Heather Yarker will view 
the site and return with recommendations. 

Ian Wilson submitted a proposed new design for the 
Members’ Badge with an approximate cost. 

Brad Francis reported on the results of the Social Media 
project sub-committee held at the beginning of the week. 
Salient points: Survey of members present with respect to 
the use of  social media on various electronic appliances. 
Need for members to utilise public media   facilities to 
ensure Rotary projects are disseminated throughout the 
community.  

The Facebook & Social Media sub-committee comprises 
of -  Leader: Brad Francis, Saskia Bartsch, Greg Clogan, 
Peter Debelak and John Stanfield. 

Denise Payne reported that a 2½ minute information  
video of the Rotary Men’s Shed Project will be made to  
enter in the Rotary Zone 8  Public Relations video clip 
competition. 

Denise then gave a Powerpoint presentation, beginning 
with the R.C. Ashmore Strategic Plan devised in 2010 
and how it still relates ten years on. It is apparent that 
many of the objectives set at that time remain   relevant. 
Potential and on-going project objectives in the          
International, National, Domestic spheres will  simply 
need updating to allow for changing expectations. 

It is expected that we will continue to support our long-
term beneficiaries: Nerang School, Surfers Paradise   
Anglican Crisis Care and Alzheimer's Christmas Party.   

Such was the interest in this subject that the meeting ran 
overtime by close to 10 minutes. 

The crux of Denise’s presentation is copied on Page 3 of 
this issue. Please study the content and form an opinion 
of its validity. Pass your comments - positive or negative 
-  to Denise after which the Board will formulate an   
official plan with which the club will work. 
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Did you Know? 

This week I continue with the background of the  fourth member 
of the “Founding Four” 

Hiram Elmer Shorey was the oldest of the four founders of      
Rotary. He was born on the 9th of August 1862 at Litchfield in the 
State of Maine in the New England District. 

Little is known of Shorey. He was a Merchant Tailor by trade and 
was a close friend of Gustavus Loehr. He had moved from      
Litchfield to the notorious LOOP area of Chicago for business 
reasons but his heart remained in the State of Maine. Loehr had 
recommended his friend to Paul Harris and suggested that he  
invite Shorey to that first meeting. Harris agreed and almost by 
accident Hiram Shorey  became a mainstay of the history of    
Rotary.  

It is said* that Shorey was nominated as  the Recording Secretary 
for that first meeting and remained so for the rest of his time in 
Rotary, albeit for only a few years. 

Inevitably the call of his home State was too great to resist and 
Hiram relocated back to Maine. He returned to Chicago some 
years later and died there on the 29th March 1944. He was       
cremated and his ashes were scattered in his original home town 
of Litchfield. 

*I discovered an alternative name linked to that position. 

HIRAM E. STOREY AS A YOUNG MAN 

 This poem was sent to me by Ian Wilson 

Some may have seen it at the Ciriello Pharmacy 

Cranky Old Man 
 
What do you see nurses? . . .. . .What do you see? 
What are you thinking .. . when you're looking at me? 
A cranky old man, . . . . . .not very wise, 
Uncertain of habit .. . . . . . . .. with faraway eyes? 
Who dribbles his food .. . ... . . and makes no reply. 
When you say in a loud voice . .'I do wish you'd try!' 
Who seems not to notice . . .the things that you do. 
And forever is losing . . . . . .. . . A sock or shoe? 
Who, resisting or not . . . ... lets you do as you will, 
With bathing and feeding . . . .The long day to fill? 
Is that what you're thinking?. .Is that what you see? 
Then open your eyes, nurse .you're not looking at me. 
I'll tell you who I am .. . . . .. As I sit here so still, 
As I do at your bidding, .. . . . as I eat at your will. 
I'm a small child of Ten . .with a father and mother, 
Brothers and sisters .. . . .. . who love one another 
A young boy of Sixteen . . . .. with wings on his feet 
Dreaming that soon now . . .. . . a lover he'll meet. 
A groom soon at Twenty . . . ..my heart gives a leap. 
Remembering, the vows .. .. .that I promised to keep. 
At Twenty-Five, now . . . . .I have young of my own. 
Who need me to guide . . . And a secure happy home. 
A man of Thirty . .. . . . . My young now grown fast, 
Bound to each other . . .. With ties that should last. 
At Forty, my young sons .. .have grown and are gone, 
But my woman is beside me . . to see I don't mourn. 
At Fifty, once more, .. ...Babies play 'round my knee, 
Again, we know children . . . . My loved one and me. 
Dark days are upon me . . . . My wife is now dead. 
I look at the future ... . . . .. I shudder with dread. 
For my young are all rearing .. . . young of their own. 
And I think of the years . . . And the love that I've known. 
I'm now an old man . . . . . . .. and nature is cruel. 
It's jest to make old age . . . . . . . look like a fool. 
The body, it crumbles .. .. . grace and vigour, depart. 
There is now a stone . . . where I once had a heart. 
But inside this old carcass . A young man still dwells, 
And now and again . . . . . my battered heart swells 
I remember the joys . . . . .. . I remember the pain. 
And I'm loving and living . . . . . . . life over again. 
I think of the years, all too few . . .. gone too fast. 
And accept the stark fact . . . that nothing can last. 
So open your eyes, people .. . . . .. . . open and see. 
Not a cranky old man . 
Look closer . . . . see .. ... . .. .... . ME!! 

A Funny Ending 

This one is from our Computing Accountant, Pat. 

(Adapted for Worongary conditions) 

Aussie Culcha 

LOGON:  Adding wood to make the BBQ hotter. 

LOG OFF: Not adding any more wood. 

MONITOR: Keeping an eye on the BBQ. 

DOWNLOAD: Taking the firewood off the Ute. 

HARD DRIVE: Driving back home with no cold beer. 

KEYBOARD: Where we hang the Ute keys. 

WINDOW: What we wind up this time of year. 

SCREEN:  What we shut when the mozzie are out. 

BYTE:  What mozzies do. 

MEGABYTE: What Townsville mozzies do. 

CHIP:  A pub snack. 

MICROCHIP: What’s left in the chip bag. 

MODEM:  What we do to the lawns. 

LAPTOP:  Where the cat sleeps 

More Aussie Culcha 

SOFTWARE: Plastic cutlery from Red Rooster 

HARDWARE: Stainless Steel cutlery from K-Mart. 

MOUSE:  Small rodent that eats the chook food. 

MAINFRAME: What holds the chook shed up. 

WEB:  What spiders make in the chook shed. 

SEARCH ENGINE: What we do when the Ute wont go. 

CURSOR:  What we say when the Ute wont go. 

YAHOO:  What we say when we get the Ute going. 

UPGRADE: Steep hill where the ute struggles. 

SERVER:  The kid in the pub who serves our food. 

MAIL SERVER:  The publican who collects the empty plates. 

USER:  My son who keeps “borrowing” my tools. 

NETWORK: What I do with my other son when I need a hand. 

INTERNET: Where I want the fish to go when I go fishing. 

NETSCAPE: What happens when we get a hole in the net. 

ONLINE:  Where we hang out the washing. 

OFFLINE: What happens to the washing when the pegs break. 


