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10th May 2020 30th Anniversary of Ashmore Rotary Club 
It was supposed to be a grand affair but COVID –19 got in the way. 

But it didn’t matter. Technology, in the  form of  ZOOM  came  to  the  rescue.  The 
organisational skills of   Denise gave us the opportunity to meet on the web. 

20 members and ex-members attended the meeting with the highlight  being the  
presence of the still-serving Charter Members, Ian and Heather Yarker, Brian 
McAllan and Ian Wilson and past-members, Charter   Members John Nigel-
Brownlee,  Ed Riley and Neil McPherson. We were also pleased to see partners, 
Roz Wilson and Lyn McPherson with cameo visits from Diew  Nigel-Brownlee and 
Janet Hyland. John was  our Guest Speaker;  he is a member  of the Rotary  Club of 
Khon  Kaen and gave  us  a précis of his life  since moving to  Thailand  and  of  the 
Rotary projects in which he is involved. Of  particular interest was his help in the 
administration of the local Boys Town and its need for funding. We  also heard 
from Charter Member,  Neil McPherson who  was the keeper of our archives, club 
historian and well-respected Executive Secretary for many years. He added a few 
amusing anecdotes from the early days of the Club. 

The  function went well past the usual closing time but no one really worried as 
they were at  home  anyway.  Thanks to all  those who joined in. We hope  you   
enjoyed our unusual night of celebration. 

 

Participants of the 30th Anniversary  ZOOM meeting of  R. C.  Ashmore in District 9640. An additional Charter Member, Ed Riley, joined shortly after this photograph was taken.   

Editor’s Notes: 1: I will get a light bulb round to Elaine before the next meeting. 2: Yes, it is David Grant closely supervising Denise. 3: Rock introduced a delightful young lady to us 
at the end of the meeting. 
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From the Editor’s Desk 

Thanks to Denise, we  now have a way to 
circumnavigate the restrictions of COVID-19. 
Our second meeting, celebrated  the 30th   
anniversary of the Charter of the Ashmore 
Rotary Club. 

Thanks too to those Charter Members who 
joined us for the meeting including current 
members, Ian & Heather Yarker, Ian Wilson 
and Brian McAllan and past members, John 
Nigel-Brownlee, Neil McPherson and Ed 
Riley. 

Our Zoom meetings have had minor issues 
but although it is still early days, most have 
been resolved and I encourage all members to 
join us for our coming meetings. It is easy to 
lose touch if there is no contact and our Zoom 
meetings can help us to remain together. 

Turning to personal matters, in the past week, 
the Hyland family has learnt that news, good 
and bad, does come in threes. On the 27th of 
April, a friend of 30 years died in John Flynn 
Hospital. Not COVID-19 but another mass 
killer, Parkinson’s Disease. On the 5th of 
May, the daughter of other old friends we met 
in 1967 died after a long battle with a brain 
tumour. Will there be a third? We had news 
on Friday last that Janet’s brother-in-law 
passed away in a care home aged 93 and 
probably a victim Coronavirus. The “good” 
news is that in each of the last three weeks, I 
have had a win on OZ Lotto. The dilemma I 
have is, that in these troubled times, do I 
spend it or save it? The wins were $14.80, 
$11.30 and $28.60!!! 

That news is enough about me. We are not 
getting the opportunity to chat because we are 
not sitting around a meal table. Let me print 
your news here. Good or bad, SHARE; that’s 
what friends do. 

Please send all articles of interest to me by 
the  end of  Friday each week.  My email  
address is: michael@hyland.space 

 

Facebook Marketing 

To ensure we disseminate the programs of 
Rotary to as many people as possible in this 
social isolating  time,  I have  been  busy 
placing logos and messages onto our Rotary 
Ashmore Facebook page. 

In the past I have asked people to logon to 
this page and like or follow the page so that 
you can then see the messages that are being 
distributed.  I now ask that you take it one 
step further and send it to all your friends 
and INVITE them to like the Rotary       
Ashmore Facebook page.  Then they will      
continue to receive  our  messages and  they  
will  be circulated even further than just our 
own members and friends.  It is important 
that we all do something to try to spread the 
Rotary message, especially in this time when 
people are not out and about and seeing us 
doing anything.  I believe that keeping the 
name  ROTARY  in their minds will be 
helpful to us in the future especially when 
we are looking to expand our membership 
and activities. 

Many thanks for helping us to promote our 
Rotary messages. 

Denise Payne 

Club Administration Director 

As a corollary to Denise’s 
article here, Have you  
looked  at  the   District 
9640 Facebook page? 

There is an interesting vid-
eo on    Marketing Rota-
ry. Have a look. 

Confusing Covid 

Do you  understand all of the restrictions as a 
result of the COVID-19 lockdown? 

There are many  that have had difficulty in  coming to grip with the  
controls imposed during this time of social distancing. Here we try to 
clarify some of the questions raised by our Queensland controls. 

Can I visit other members of my Family? 

Queensland is the only State to lift restrictions. Up to 5 people can visit 
another family household but we should avoid hugging. The 50 km limit 
has been lifted. 

Can I sit in a Park alone? 

Yes, you will be allowed to leave home for recreational activities. You 
can sit in a Park even if you are not exercising. You can do this with one 
other person or with all members of your household 

Can I visit a romantic partner if we don’t live together? 

Yes, you are allowed to have 2 additional guests at a time (that would 
be fun) but physical distancing should be observed (ooh, that’s a 
shame). Outdoor gatherings are limited to 2 or members of the same 
household. 

Could I temporarily move in with a partner? 

Yes but there could be restrictions on the people you asked to help you. 

  Continued on Page 4 
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Given that we have not had a meeting for several 
weeks, you may not have seen a list of the 9640 
District awards. 

Of particular interest for us is the Australian Rotary 
Health   award  to   eclub Nextgen, QLD.         
Congratulations to Ian Yarker and the team at 
Nextgen for their work in winning this prestigious 
award. 

APOLOGY 

I have been chastised by our president. I have forgotten 
to include our “achievement”? list in my previous two 
issues. This is corrected below:- 

Birthdays 

Rtn. Joan Loader          29 April 

Rtn. Elaine Williams      7 May 

Rtn. Ken Cowan             8 May   

 

Club Anniversary 

Rt. Marcia Waller          5 May 

P.P. Brian Mc Allan      9 May* 

P.P. John Stanfield        9 May* 

P.P. Ian Wilson   9 May* 

P.D.G. Heather Yarker 9 May* 

P.D.G. Ian Yarker         9 May* 

* 1990 - Charter Member 

Wedding Anniversary 

Obviously not a popular time 
for weddings in Australia! 

The Poms love May, it’s the 
only month one can rely on 

the weather. 

Congratulations to all of the above, not the least for your fortitude. To those Charter 
Members, a particular thank you for your dedication to Rotary service over the past 30 
years….. and more, because there was Rotary before 1990. 

From Page 3 

Can I walk the dog? 

Yes, it I s classified as exercise  but you should observe 
social  distancing.  One  other   person  is  allowed  to       
accompany you (especially if it is a big dog!) or those from 
your household. 

How far can I travel to get to an exercise area? 

Anywhere within 50 km of your home. 

Can I baby-sit? 

Yes, this constitutes “Care”. Households are allowed two 
additional  guests  at  a  time but  social  distancing  is    
recommended. 

Can I visit relatives? 

Yes, this comes under the “2 guests at a time “rule. After 
May 10, up to 5 adults who live together can visit another 
household but abide by the 1.5 metre rule. The 50 km travel 
restriction has been lifted. 

Am I permitted to leave home in an emergency? 

Yes, if legally required to do so.  You are allowed to flee 
violence of if your home becomes inhabitable. 

Am I allowed to have guests for social purposes? 

Yes, from today, up to 5 people from one household may 
visit, still abiding by the 1.5 metre rule. The 50 km distance 
rule is lifted. 

Am I allowed to have a coffee with a friend? 

Yes, for recreational activity, Takeaway only, with one 
friend or members of your household 

Continued on Page 5 
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The Gold Coast Junior Council is an initiative of the Rotary Club of Ashmore and has been a 
huge success for the many students involved each year, and for the Gold Coast City Council. 

Our special thanks go to Rotarian Heather Yarker (PP & PDG) whose foresight and devotion to 
the youth of the Gold Coast made this valuable initiative possible. 

From Page 4 

Can I give a lift to someone who isn’t part of my household? 

Yes, Giving another person a lift can be classified as “Providing 
care and support”. Only one passenger unless it is a member of 
your household. 

Can a tradesman come to my house? 

Yes, but for essential works only. 

IF THERE IS STILL DOUBT CONTACT THE OFFICE 
OF YOUR LOCAL STATE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

Comments on the content to the editor please - I have a thick 
skin and want to improve this publication. 

From Pat Flemming in a philosophical mood. 


