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Report on the “Zoom” meeting: 20th  May 2020 
Chairman: Rob Deshon 
The meeting began with the recitation of the 4-way Test after which President  
Norman reported that Australia’s first Rotary Club; established in April 1921, 
is  organising  a Baton Relay  to travel around  the country,  beginning in 
February 2021. Some time later that year, the baton will be with our club for 
two (2) day when we have been asked to showcase  our “best project”. New 
Hope Cambodia would be an obvious candidate. 
The district plans to highlight Polio Plus. 
Administration  Director, Denise pointed  out  that  the    Rotary International 
Conference will be in Melbourne in 2023 which, being “local”  will  be an 
opportunity for the club to have a significant presence (see article Page 4) 
The Guest Speaker for the evening was Member Ian McPherson. Ian has had 
an extremely active life and career and to condense it into 30? minutes meant 
that he barely took a  breath. Ian’s father worked for the major  part of his 
career with  the  Shell Oil Company.  This involved  moving around the 
Country to work at a multiple of Shell locations. This was highly disruptive, 
particularly as far as a balanced education was concerned. Far from wanting a 
steady, stable working career, this childhood lifestyle gave Ian  a  desire to 
travel and to  experience a variety of disciplines. His work has taken into 
banking, sales, business administration, pig farming and more recently duck   
husbandry. He  work has taken him to such places as Victoria, New South                                           
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Ashmore in Action     
 

New Members 
Applications have been received  from the following to join The 
Rotary Club of Ashmore .  

 Peter Debelack — Classification: Financial Adviser 

 David Grant —  Classification: Building Maintenance 

Members are requested to consider the applications and notify  
the Secretary of Rotary Club of Ashmore of any objections to 
their admission within Seven (7) days of this notice. 

Peter has already been to several of our meetings as an invited 
guest and will be familiar to most members of the Club. 

David is  a past president of R.C. Ashmore and is presently an 
Honorary Member but wishes to take a more active role in the 
Club’s activities for which we will be very grateful. 

N. D. Coventry 

President 

24th May 2020 

 

24 May 2020 
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From the Editor’s Desk 

I am still refining the layout of AIA. It should be in 
some sort of meaningful form in the near future. If 
you have any complaints or suggestions, please do 
not hesitate to let me know. 

michael@ hyland.space  is the place. 

 Covid-19 still continues to  dominate  our lives  
although some of  the restrictions have been lifted. 
It was a relief to again spend an hour with friends 
sitting chatting face to face.  

Why our Premier wants to continue to play politics 
with the disease is hard to understand. It  seems  
another of those situations where decision-making 
is based on doing the opposite to NSW rather than 
using logic. The fact that disease transmission, 
even in the areas of high population-density, is 
nudging zero, and the fact that thousands of people 
are adversely affected  by  the border  closure  
seems  to  be    irrelevant. 

It was extremely sad to read that Rock O’ Keefe is 
leaving us. Rock has been a hard worker for our 
club almost since the first day that he joined us. 
His  successful  achievements  from setting  up  
migrant  to establishing a school in Bhutan and 
culminating in the Men’s Shed to name just a few, 
helped keep the Rotary Club of Ashmore as one of 
the top service organisations of the district 

Rock, I am sure I speak for many in the Club when 
I say we will surely miss your contribution but 
wish you well at your new  destination.  

Club Agenda 

Next Meeting:  26th May  (Zoom) 

   Log on after 18:15 

Future Meetings: 3rd June  (Zoom) 

   10th June (Zoom) 

   17th June  (ARCC) 

   Limited attendance 

   24th June (ARRC) 

   Limited Attendance 

To attend either of the two meetings at 
ARRC you must contact Robyn to book a 
place on:  Mob. 043 794 092 

        Email. randgschatz@gmail com 

Member’s Welfare 

If you are aware of any member who is 
sick or needs help, please contact Marcia on: 

 Mob.    0413 730 820 

 Email.   marcialampshade@gmail.com 

Celebrations 

A very quiet week this week. No birthdays 
or anniversaries to celebrate. 

American Singer, Peggy Lee born 26 May 1920 

Did you know? 

Last week I told you of a lady in the life of Paul Harris, Grace Irene Mann. This week we look at a 
much greater influence on our founder, Jean Thompson. 

Jean was born at the family home in Cumberland Street, Edinburgh on the 6th  of November 1881; 
the daughter of a furniture packer and later a minister of the Church of Scotland and his wife Ann 
Youngston of Peterhead. A year later the family rented a flat in the new sub-division of Comely 
Bank Avenue. After leaving school, Jean worked as a Lady’s maid for several Edinburgh families 
before moving to America to work as a nanny. 

Jean met Paul in Chicago and they were married in early June 1910. They bought a house in Morgan 
Park, a suburb of Chicago, naming the house Comely Bank after the suburb where Jean lived as a 
child. 

A month later, Paul was elected President of the national Rotary association with Chesley Perry as 
secretary. Jean and Perry’s wife became very good friends. She later recalled “We wives played a 
very small part in convention in those days; our young men were struggling to find themselves. She 
accompanied Paul to all the Rotary conventions and whilst on a visit to Melbourne an exhausted Paul 
asked jean to speak on his behalf which she did. Eight years after Pauls death in 1947, Jean returned 
to Edinburgh and died there on the 9th of November 1963. She is buried in Newington Cemetery. 
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Continued from Page 1 

Wales  (and I think  I  heard  South Australia  mentioned),  Hong Kong and  the  Philippines.  Ian’s  
fascinating exposé left me — and perhaps several other members — breathless. The meeting closed 
with all members asked how they have coped with Lockdown during the last week: which was a bit 
of an anticlimax after the whirlwind experiences heard from Rotarian McPherson!  It  will however 
be interesting to have a tour of the Francis’s new kitchen when it is finished. 

 

 

 

 

Pat sent the picture below. I  think I found me: 3rd row, 3rd from the left! 
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This is item refers to the Zoom meeting report on Page 1. What can we do to contribute? Thinking 
caps on please.                                                                                                                 Ed. 
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